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Meet Our Leaders 
Staff 

Minister 
Frank Rivas 
minister@firstuuomaha.org 

Director of Religious                    

Education 
Jan Wilson 
dre@firstuuomaha.org 

Office Administrator 
Catharine Dixon 
admin@firstuuomaha.org 

Organist 
Pat Will 

Choir Director 
Bob McMeen 

Nursery Aide 
Jackie Dross 

Custodian 
Bobby Medrano 

Early Service Pianist 
Stan Harper 
Choir Accompanist 
Reuline Nightingale 
Summer Musician 
Judi Torneten  

Minister Emeritus 
Ronald Knapp 

 

 

Nominating Committee 

Mary Bort, Abby Cape, Nadine 

Keith, Joe Schaaf, Dave Olson, 

Kim Callaghan, Nadine Keith  

 

 
Board meetings are held the 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
and are open to all members. 

 

THE FLAME 
Deadlines are the 15th of each 
month. Word limit: 200.                
Send your  submissions to                                      
admin@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon 
Proofers: Anita Horn, Cyndi 
Nather, Lana Hammel, Scott 
Kemper 
  
Flame Mailing Team: Anne 

Massoud, Evelyn Whitehill, 

Shelton Hendricks, Howard 

Bolton 
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Board Members 

Louise Jeffrey (President), Dean Christensen, Sheri Conner,                 
Lynette Ryder, Jack Round (President-Elect), Ron Withem,                            
Cy Leise, Jack Heidel  

board@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Trustees of the Capital Trust 

Tim Duggan (2016), Sandy Host (2015), Steven Hutchinson (2017) 

Pastoral Advisory Team 

Jaime Alexander, Joe Schaaf, Susan Thomas, Alan Vovolka 

Ministry Team Council 

Rev. Frank Rivas, Carolyn McNamara, Jack Round, Amy Barlow 

mtc@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 

Adult Religious Education - Crystal DiGiorgi                                  

Archives - Dave Richardson      

Caring - Douglas Lee-Regier      

Chalice Guild - Kay Lynn Goldner     

Community Meals - Dana Meister & Diane Withem  

Covenant Groups –Julia Thompson  

Fellowship - Judith Wright, Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth  

Finance - Walt Jesteadt       

Fundraising - Donna Neff & Kathi Oliver     

Governance - Alex Nather  

Hope in Action – Kim Dunovan     

House and Grounds - Dave Rosser     

Membership - Jackie Anderegg     

Office - Carolyn McNamara            

Omaha Together One Community - Kim Dunovan & Laurie Gift 

Partner Church - Janet West      

Religious Education - Sheri Conner   

Religious Services - Megan Gustafson    

Women’s Alliance - Nellie Chenoweth      

Young Adult Group - Maria Wallace     

YRUU - Ben Wallace & Shawne Coonfare 
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July 20—Sacred Places  

Rev. Frank Rivas 

What if there really are sacred places, places 

that call us to a fuller awareness of life? What 

if there are places sacred for each of us?                      

A personal exploration followed by an                      

invitation to share. 

 

 

Join us for Sunday service at 10:30am  
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July 13—The Other Word 

Rev. Sheila Mee 

Every religion and form of                

spirituality has teaching and/or 

scriptures which are considered             

sacred. We will talk about the one 

we all hold in common.  

 

 

July 6—Tom Esch 

We will be discussing how                     

Process-Oriented Psychology (Dr. 

Arnold Mindell) and Non-Violent 

Communication (Dr. Marshall 

Rosenberg) can help us become 

less violent during those challeng-

ing moments in our lives. Bring 

your wisdom and life experience.  

July 27—Redemption  

Rev. Sarah Voss 

A new way of looking at how we can fix 

the mistakes we’ve made. This sermon 

uses mathaphor, i.e., a metaphor drawn 

from mathematics.  
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Rev. Elations 
Monthly Column from our Minister, Rev. Frank Rivas 
 

 

At the beginning of August I officially celebrate two years of serving First Unitarian as developmental 

minister. It has been a wonderful two years, which I interpret as two acts: 

 

Act One, in which we introduced ourselves to one another. It turned out that our theologies are a bit 

different, but it also turned out that we like and appreciate one another. I continue to be amazed at 

the good will, the hard work, and the musical and other expressive skills of the congregation. 

 

Act Two, in which we recognized that we have work to do. First we became aware of the need for a 

more comprehensive religious education program; it took some time to address this need, but Jan 

Wilson is clearly doing so. The successful summer art camp was emblematic of the work she is 

doing. Second, we became aware of the need to serve our community beyond our remarkable 

leadership in Community Meals; the sister church model offered an initial first step, but seems to 

have lost steam, so we still have some work to do in this area. Third, we became aware of the 

need to disagree productively, to create a church community that takes full advantage of our                

different backgrounds and perspectives. 

 

 

Act Three, in which we address the issues uncovered in Two, begins this fall; it will be the best act yet.  

We will more fully integrate the programs for children, youth, and adults; we will reach out to our                     

community in new ways; and we will learn to trust our differences more deeply.   

 

I also hope that Act Three will include child dedications, which we have not done since I’ve been here.  

To recognize the sacred in a new life and to affirm our responsibility to nurturing each new life is to                          

remind ourselves that within each of us is that which is sacred. 

 

Blessings and love,  

Frank 
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Consider the Sarah 

Joslyn Society  
By Jaime Alexander 

 
The Sarah Joslyn Society, for those 

who might not know, was founded 

by Dixie Lemon to encourage and 

recognize those church members 

who might or have made                   

arrangements in their wills to leave 

something to the church. My        

odyssey to making my decision 

went through three stages in my                          

relationship to our church. At first 

as a visitor I was a “consumer.”  

Later as a member, I became an 

“owner.” After a while I wanted to 

be an “investor” in the future of the 

church. I then added something for 

the church into my will and told the 

church only that I had done so, no 

details, no forms, no questions. I 

felt good about it. Still do. You will 

also. Dixie will be delighted to                   

answer your questions. Contact her 

at 402-393-2882. 

 
  

 

 

 

Spirit Circle 
Sunday, July 6 

 

Next Spirit Circle will be on July 

6th, and we will be discussing and 

creating a covenant for our 

group. We will meet at 6pm and 

start at 7pm. Afterwards we will 

have a potluck.   

UU & You 
Sunday, July 20 

 

Unitarian Universalism and You 

classes provide an introduction to 

Unitarian Universalism and our 

church, along with an opportunity 

to share our religious journeys.                   

Visitors, newcomers, and the just 

curious are cordially invited. The 

class will convene in the Whitney 

Young Room 15 minutes after the 

ending of the 10:30 service. That 

usually works out to be about an 

11:45 starting time. A light lunch 

will be served to bolster the              

always interesting conversation. 

The class lasts about an hour and 

30 minutes, so ending time will be 

about 1:15pm although those            

interested in a brief tour of the 

church may finish a little later. If 

you need child care please let us 

know by the Monday before. 

RSVPs or questions may be                      

addressed to                                                 

uuclass@firstuuomaha.org or call 

Jaime Alexander, 402-657-9386.  

 

 

 

 

Don’t Forget to 

Update the Church 
If you move, change cell phone 

numbers, or change your email 

address, please email the church 

office (admin@firstuuomaha.org), 

so we can update our records.   

Thank you! 

 

Marble Run-off 
Intergenerational, Interactive,              

Ingenious 

 

Teams will create their marble runs 

out of  recycled materials such as 

cardboard, popsicle sticks, paper or 

plastic cups, and paper towel tubes. 

Please leave your donations of these 

materials in Jan’s office. The goal is 

to create a marble run which lasts 

the longest (timed in seconds), has 

unique features, and involves the 

broadest range in ages on the con-

struction team. A toddler may drop 

the marble to start the run. We want 

to get YOU involved. Contact Jan 

to join a team or start a team. Email 

dre@firstuuomaha.org or pick up a 

marble run-off form at church. The 

teams’ creations will be celebrated, 

timed, and displayed in September. 

Date to be determined.  

mailto:uuclass@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

President’s Letter for July 
by Louise Jeffrey, Board President   
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Who are we?  How do we do what we do? Where are we? Where are we going? 

 

Those are the questions we attempted to answer at the recent Leadership Retreat. As things slow down 

just a bit with the coming of summer, we have the time to take stock of where we are and where we want 

to go in the current church year. The Congregational Survey has just come out, thanks to the hard work 

of a very dedicated team consisting of Donna Neff, Beth Conover, Tripana De Vreede, Ron Withem, 

Kate Godfrey and Joe Schaff.  I hope everyone takes this opportunity to provide input to the church  

leadership by responding to this well designed instrument. It only takes a few minutes to answer the       

multiple choice part, which truly provides us with information about who we are, and there is also          

opportunity for you to write as much narrative as you choose. 

 

We have had our well-attended Leadership Retreat, which was open to all church members. Thank you to 

all 28 attendees who spent a beautiful summer’s day learning and sharing about the church to foster our 

greater development. I feel so (dare I use the word) blessed to be part of a community in which so many 

care so much about our congregational health the direction we choose for ourselves. The day is over, but 

the work is not done. The Board will shortly be putting together the information we gathered at the                

retreat with that provided by the congregation at the two coffee hours following, to develop our annual 

Vision of Ministry.   

 

Come to church. Talk with your fellow congregants. Tell the Board members what you think. Participate 

in a hospitality team, even if you are only free to do so once during the summer. (See what it is about; it’s 

kind of a blast). Worship with us. The Religious Services team has put together a fantastic summer              

program. Work with us and play with us. There is plenty of opportunity for both.   

 

Do przodu! 

Louise Jeffrey 
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RE Summer Update by Jan Wilson, Director of R.E. 
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As I write, I am so grateful for all the                     

wonderful people who helped make our                 

Summer Arts Camp a success. This was a first 

for me. I have never done musical theater 

with kids, although I have collaborated on 

productions in a consulting role with                      

musicians. They did the music, and I supplied 

the art. This was altogether different, and it 

was a classic learning experience.    

 

What did I learn? From the outset, I had 

planned many more activities than a group of 

active 5-12 year olds could accomplish in a 

month. Since the group met  from 9am to 4pm 

that was a lot of planning. In my               

teaching  career, various classes came to my 

art room for 45 minutes of art instruction. 

Having the same group for seven hours was a 

different experience. They needed a                    

combination of silliness, focus and quiet                 

reflective time. They needed space to create 

and determine their own activities with the 

camp “counselors” adjusting and facilitating.                  

We got into the rhythm of things and became 

a happy, friendly little community.   

 

Not that it was all easy. We discussed                     

expectations and guidelines for both avoiding 

conflict and handling it, too. Nevertheless, 

personalities are what they are, and there were 

the inevitable bumps. What  I love about kids 

is, how rare, brief and honest these issues are.  

Not that I’m surprised. I have observed                     

continuously, our kids compassionately                    

displaying their concern and inclusive choices 

with each other. Parents, you have taught 

them well. 

 

As we designed our show, and painted sets,  

established parts, practiced songs, made props 

and worked out scene changes, we               

became a community of friends. The                       

connections between kids, based around our 

shared experience, became real. The                     

intergenerational friendships also emerged. 

As talents and skills were shared, all the way 

from baking cookies to playing chess, we 

learned to work toward a common goal for 

the benefit of all.   

 

As the audience arrived, excitedly and                   

warmly greeted by our kids, I could only hope 

the preparation had been enough. I needn’t 

have worried. Every single line was delivered; 

every on-stage and off-stage cue was                    

observed. The singing, so ably accompanied 

by Maria Wallace, was just delightful. In 

short, it could not have been better. Maria 

added  flourishes of trills when the backdrops                 

magically flew over the heads of the 

awestruck audience. In a metaphor, we 

climbed the mountain, and the view was 

beautiful at the top.   

 

Will we do this again next year? Does anyone 

have an idea for a script? Even if this year’s 

camp was hard to beat, there are mountains 

out there that need climbing.   

 

Sincerely,  

Jan 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Adult Religious Ed  

Exploring  

Transcendentalism  
Join Rev. Ron Knapp and Catharine Dixon as 

they explore the literary movement that is                    

transcendentalism, and discuss Unitarian                       

history. We will look at the poetry of Emerson, 

Margaret Fuller, Theodore Parker, Hedge, and 

Thoreau.  

 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to  

admin@firstuuomaha.org. You will be given a 

paper copy or email copy of Ralph Waldo               

Emerson's essay Nature to read before the first 

class meeting.  

 

We will meet Thursdays at 7pm in the Common 

Room. 

Dates: 

August 7 

August 14 

August 21 

 

We will gather at 6pm for a brown bag dinner in 

the Common Room.  
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Are you a former graduate of a UU                       

Leadership School? We are forming a                       

Leadership Development Team whose                   

mission is to promote learning and leader-

ship skills by individuals and teams within 

the church, to assist with organizational                     

development issues and to recruit leadership 

school candidates. This team is open to all 

former graduates of leadership schools. We 

want to utilize the skills we have learned to 

help our church community. We are looking 

at putting together Leadership 101                    

workshops, being a resource for existing 

teams and being intentional about seeking 

out and encouraging church members to 

consider attending Midwest Leadership 

Schools, both adults and youth.  If you are a 

former  graduate and this sounds like some-

thing you would like to be part of, please 

contact Tony Host at tozhost@gmail.com or 

(712) 256-9178. Let’s make a difference! 

Leadership  
Development Team 

Forming  

 

OTOC Update  
The OTOC Environmental Sustainability Action Team will be focusing on OPPD for the sum-

mer.  Their summer goals will be: 

-continue to put pressure on OPPD to use wind and solar energies  

- educate OTOC members on the OPPD issue 

 

If interested in learning more, email Laurie Gift at 2thegifts@cox.net and ask to be put on the              

environmental email list. 

 

The Taxes and Death team will be providing training on the Medicaid expansion issue over the 

summer.   

 

OTOC will be hosting several training sessions over the summer. 

Training Session 2, Monday, July 14th, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church 

Training Session 3, Monday, August 11th, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church 

 

OTOC will be hosting a candidate forum in August.   Details to be announced. 

 

For a complete list of OTOC events and dates, go to on www.OTOC.org and click on the Calendar 

tab. 

 

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:tozhost@gmail.com
mailto:2thegifts@cox.net
http://www.otoc.org/
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Share the Plate—Social Justice 
 

Each month one-half of the loose currency in the offering plate is donated to a cause with a local 

presence which advances important principles of Unitarianism.  

 

This month’s recipient is Heartland Pride, a non-profit service organization within the gay,           

lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender communities which celebrates and promotes the history, diversity 

and future prosperity of the LGBTQ community of greater Nebraska and Western Iowa. 

 

The Women's Religious Studies Covenant 

Group  
 

The Women's Religious Studies Covenant Group meets on the third Thursday of each month 

at 1pm in the Merritt Lounge.  Heart to Heart by Christine Robinson and Alicia Hawkins is our 

source book. Each of us has grown individually and as a group through our monthly sessions. 

We welcome all women. For more information, please contact Harriet Major at 

 402-391-0248 or at hmajor323@cox.net. 

The Women’s Religious  

Studies Group 
 

The Women's Religious Studies group is  

reading The Epic of Unitarianism: Original Writings  

from the History of Liberal Religion. We continue  

our discussion of short works by influential writers  

such as Frances David and Ralph Waldo Emerson.  

Our group meets most Thursdays from 1pm until  

2:30pm. Interested? Contact Rae Barry at  

402-422-1404 or raeb1@hotmail.com.   

Pictured to the right: Barb Herring, Copper, and Rev. Frank visit at a special Women’s                            

Religious Studies Meeting.  

RE Council Meeting 
 

On Sunday, July 27, we will have our monthly meeting to discuss Sunday School and the fall 

schedule. Everyone is invited to attend. We will meet at 11:45am in Jan’s office in the RE 

Wing. Questions? Contact Jan at dre@firstuuomaha.org.  

tel:402-391-0248
mailto:hmajor323@cox.net
tel:402-422-1404
mailto:raeb1@hotmail.com
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

 
 
 
 
Spirit Circle  
Sunday, July 6 at 6pm in the             
Common Room 
See page 5 for details. 
 
Board Meeting  
Tuesday, July 8 at 7pm in the            
Common Room 
 
Summer Picnic 
Offsite on Saturday, July 12 at 
5:30pm 
See page 7 for details.  
 
Flame Deadline 
Submit your newsletter articles to 
admin@firstuuomaha.org by July 
15 at noon 
 
Membership Team Meeting 
Saturday, July 19 at 12pm in the 
Whitney Young Room 
 
UU & You  
Sunday, July 20 at 11:45am in the 
Whitney Young Room  
See page 5 for details.  
 
Women’s Religious Studies’               
Covenant Group 
Something 
See page 10 for details  
 
Private Wedding Rehearsal 
Friday, July 25 at 6pm  
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, July 26 at 4pm 
 
RE Council Meeting 
Sunday, July 27 at 11:45am in Jan’s 
office  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The UU Summer Kids Camp ended with a 
performance featuring their art work and 
songs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Recurring... 
 
Women’s Religious Studies 
Group  
Meets every Thursday at 1pm in the 
Merritt Lounge  
See page 10 for information.  
 
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month after the service in the 
Whitney Young Room or in the             
corner of the Common Room 

 
 
 
 
Looking ahead… 
 
Awakening the Dreamer  
Sunday, August 3 in the Common 
Room at 2pm 
See page 15 for details.  
 
Exploring Transcendentalism  
Thursdays, August 7, 14 and 21 in 
the Common Room at 7pm 
See page  9 for details  
 
 
  
 

Church Events 

Coming Up 
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Although his term in our pulpit was 

only a little over a year (1921-22), 

Charles Lyttle made a positive mark 

on our church at a very interesting 

time in our history. His later writing 

indicates his memories of working 

in Omaha were fond ones. He went 

on to teach Unitarian History at 

Meadville Lombard Seminary for 

many years. His monumental work 

Freedom Moves West chronicles the 

westward movement of                 

Unitarianism beginning with the 

founding of the Western Unitarian 

Association in 1852 to its centennial 

in 1952, which was also the year of 

the book’s publication. Rev. Lyttle 

dedicated the book to three                         

individuals, one of whom was                

William Fales Baxter, a prominent 

lay leader at First Unitarian of        

Omaha for many years. The book 

remains a staple of the Unitarian 

History course at Meadville-

Lombard. Our church was a part of 

this movement and is mentioned 

several times in the book.  

 

In 1921 the church found itself in 

need of a minister. Due to health 

problems, Reverend Robert Leavens 

was forced to leave the pulpit.   

Board member, Alan McDonald, 

the architect who designed the then 

three-year-old church, was charged 

with securing a candidate. After a 

few candidates turned him down, on 

May 1, 1921, the church called              

Rev. Charles Harold Lyttle.   

 

The 1920s were an interesting               

period for our church and for the 

Unitarian movement in general.  

Reverend Lyttle was a young                 

minister who was part of the 

“Theists/Humanist Controversy” of 

the 1920s culminating in the           

adoption of The Humanist                      

Manifesto in 1933, which in his 

words “sought to replace                       

despondency and doubt of God’s 

loving Providence by confidence in 

the power of human intelligence 

and co-operative good will to                               

become its own Providence.”                  

Fifteen of the 33 signers were             

Unitarian ministers. 

 

Prior to his tenure in Omaha, Lyttle 

had already explored the role of     

humanism from the pulpit. In 1917 

he compiled a work titled Humanist 

Sermons, Writing in Philosopedia. 

A colleague noted he was one of the 

first Unitarian ministers to use the 

term “humanist” in his sermons.  

Church records do not reveal how 

the congregants reacted to the              

concept of humanism in religion as 

presented in Lyttle’s sermons. After 

his departure from Omaha, he                

accepted an offer from the                 

congregation of the Unitarian 

Church of Geneva, Ill. on the out-

skirts of Chicago, a congregation he 

served until 1964. It is interesting to 

note that during his tenure, the                

Geneva congregation changed the 

name from “church” to The                      

Unitarian Society of Geneva, which 

many Unitarian churches did as an 

indicator of the humanist leanings 

of the congregation. On the Geneva 

website they note that he wrote the 

doxology “that we still sing every 

worship service—to combine the 

theists and the humanists within our 

church.” 

 

Ron Knapp said that some years 

back he had the opportunity to 

speak with Lyttle’s widow Marcia 

Janes Lyttle, about her recollections 

of Omaha. She was very active in 

social justice as one commentator 

noted “she was a socialist and an 

activist, working for the Women's 

International League for Peace and 

Freedom, the Fellowship of                   

Reconciliation, and the Congress on 

Racial Equality.”   

 

The Reverend Lyttle is part of a list 

of significant Unitarian ministers 

and lay leaders who got their start at 

First Unitarian of Omaha. Though 

his stay was short, he contributed to 

the intellectual rigor of exploring 

beliefs that has always been a               

hallmark of our church. 

 

Omaha’s First Humanist Minister: Rev. Charles Lyttle (1884-1980) 

 by Dave Richardson  
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Your Opinion Matters—Complete a Survey! 
 

By Evaluation Team (Beth Conover, Triparna de Vreede, Kate Godfrey, Donna Neff, Joe 

Schaaf, Ron Withem) 

 

Time for your opinions about how our church is doing. The congregation survey is underway!  

Few of us enjoy surveys, but taking the “pulse” of the church is important. Please take the time 

to compete this survey, regardless of how active or inactive you have been this past year in 

church life.  

 

You will need a survey NUMBER to use instead of your name. This increases confidentiality 

and assures one survey completed per person. The link of numbers-to-names will be destroyed 

when survey access is ended and analysis started. Computer users:  watch your email for a 

“First UU Survey” message with your number and a link to the survey. (Multiple numbers 

will be sent to shared email addresses.) Alternatively, get your number at coffee hour at the                

survey table or call/email the church office. 

 

The best way to complete the survey is on a computer. If you don’t have access a computer, use 

one at church during coffee hour. Paper copies will also be available then or can be mailed to 

you if you call the church office. 

 

With a few minor changes, this is the SAME survey conducted two years ago to provide                 

consistent benchmarks over time. It is not perfect, but hard work has gone into preparing it. 

There are optional open-ended questions at the end. These comments will be passed on in their                

entirety to the Board and Minister.  

 

PLEASE complete the survey, and sooner is better! We can stop pestering you when we have 

enough responses. Your opinion is valued. Contact any member of the Evaluation Team with 

survey questions or problems.  

 

 

Religious Education Volunteer Needed and 

Wanted! 

Do you have one hour a week or two hours every two weeks to help out at church? Looking for 

a simple way to get involved and give back? Jan Wilson, our Director of Religious Education, is 

looking for a volunteer to help enter in RE Sunday School attendance. With just one training 

session with Catharine, office admin, and Jan, you will be ready to enter in attendance in our 

computer system, Powerchurch. Already many church members have been trained on                       

Powerchurch and we can assure you it’s easy to learn. Interested? Contact Jan at 

dre@firsuuomaha.org. Thanks! 
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We all face the uncertainty of daily life, 

and sudden events can leave us feeling 

vulnerable and isolated. And we all have 

different gifts, such as knowledge, 

skills, or resources, to share with              

someone in need. 

 

Our church believes in community, and 

that is what Hope in Action, a sub-team 

of the Caring Team, is all about. We 

want to make it easier for you to ask for 

support and easier for you to offer            

support when others are in need. 

 

Hope in Action wants to help First               

Unitarian members, contributing 

friends, and their spouses, as well as 

regular attendees meet some of their 

needs. The support we offer will vary 

depending on individual needs and the 

resources we have available to respond.  

Although we are not equipped to handle 

emergencies, we can help by making 

referrals to social service agencies,            

arranging rides to church, visiting the 

homebound, or just offering a                    

sympathetic ear. Short-term financial 

assistance may be available for lodging, 

food, clothing, medication,                                  

transportation, and utilities. 

 

Request for assistance must be made 

directly by the person needing help.  

Starting in August, these requests may 

be made by email, voicemail, or a card 

placed in a box in the church foyer.  

More specific information will be                 

provided in future issues of The Flame 

and weekly enews.  

 

If the Hope in Action team is not able to 

help an individual, we may notify the 

whole congregation via email, asking 

for assistance. Of course, all                          

communications will be done in a                

manner that maintains the degree of  

 

confidentiality requested by the person 

asking for help. 

 

Hope in Action is an opportunity for 

everyone in our church community to 

support one another by sharing our 

many skills and resources.  

Hope in Action— A New Initiative of the Caring Team  
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Sunday, August 3         

2 to 5pm 

In the Common Room 

 

An engaging, interactive seminar in which 

concerned citizens will deepen their under-

standing of the state of humanity and connect 

with each other to envision change. 

 

The Awakening the Dreamer Symposium is 

about waking up from the "dream of the 

modern world" that is destroying our planet 

and way of life. Through videos, slides, 

presentations, and discussions, we aim to  

create an environmentally sustainable,                         

socially just, and spiritually fulfilling human 

presence on Earth. While we deal with some 

disturbing facts, we promise that you will 

leave feeling optimistic, empowered and in-

spired to help create our new future. 

 

For more information contact host: 

 Steve Torneten, 402-215-7118,  

stevetorneten@gmail.com. 

 

To register go to: 

http://www.uptous.org/event/1994/

pachamama-nebraska 

 

 

Awakening The Dreamer  

Symposium 
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Autumn In Transylvania: 

You are Invited to Join the 

September Trip to Visit Our 

Partner Church in                                    

Firtosmartonos, Transylvania, 

Romania 
 

The Omaha travelers will spend about six days in                  

Firtosmartonos. While there, we will get to know the 

residents of our Partner village, visit the Unitarian High 

School and visit many historical Unitarian sites in  

Transylvania including the city of Kolozsvar (Cluj) 

which is the historical center of Transylvanian                         

Unitarianism. The travelers will also visit Bucharest, 

the capital of Romania, and rural and historical areas of                     

Romania. The trip will end in Budapest. The itinerary is 

fluid at this time—the travelers will determine the final 

itinerary. 

 

The tentative itinerary calls for five days in Bucharest 

and rural Romania, seven days in Firtosmartonos and 

other areas in Transylvania, and five days in                     

Budapest. There are many UNESCO Heritage sites in 

Romania (and Transylvania). The tentative travel dates 

are to leave Omaha to fly to Bucharest on September 

8 and fly back from Budapest on September 30. The 

three weeks of travel will cost approximately $3,000 

including airfare. The cost can be reduced somewhat by 

flying in and out of Kolozsvar (Cluj). 

 

For more information contact Janet 

West: jmasonwest77@yahoo.com or                              

 402-553-3162 (leave a message). 

 

tel:402-215-7118
mailto:stevetorneten@gmail.com
http://www.uptous.org/event/1994/pachamama-nebraska
http://www.uptous.org/event/1994/pachamama-nebraska
mailto:jmasonwest77@yahoo.com
tel:402-553-3162
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Also, scrip cards (in $25 units) are now available for our mid-town neighbor, Wohlner’s                 

Neighborhood Grocery and Deli! Grab a table for lunch at their deli after  Sunday service, 

browse their extensive wine/beer stock, and see all the other convenience and gourmet groceries 

they offer.  Locally owned with locally sourced, high-quality meats, including home-made                    

sausage.  5% of all Wohlner’s sales go to the church and a $20 purchase entitles you to enter a 

drawing for a free Mini Cooper!  
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Magnet poem by Elaine Wells 

Magnet poem by Jim Daniels  

Magnet poem by Xander Wiig 

Color poem by Leven Horwich  

Rose reading her 

poetry  

We had a great crowd on 

Friday, May 30 at our 

Across the Prairie  

Poetry Event 

The writers: Cat, Grace, Rose  

and Sarah Voss  

Cat’s book on a cake  

Sarah reads her poems. Later, kids search for magnets 

 



  

 

YRUU Trip  
 

The YRUU had an amazing trip to Colorado last month helping with Habitat for Humanity in                     

Loveland, CO and doing some wonderful community-building in Estes Park, CO. The group would 

like to send out a very heartfelt thank you to everyone in our church community to helped to support 

this trip.  It was an amazing experience for the youth and adults involved and we are grateful for the 

overwhelming support we received in fundraising and organizing the trip.  

 

Summer Schedule 
 

The church will continue the summer schedule of one service at 10:30am until Sunday, September 14 

when we return to two services. See you at church! 
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In June we celebrated Pride Sunday and the church participated in the Pride Parade. Here 

church members create signs and decorations for the parade. Photo collage: Kathi Oliver.  



  

 

 

 
 

 

 

First Unitarian Church of Omaha First Unitarian Church of Omaha First Unitarian Church of Omaha 
3114 Harney St.3114 Harney St.3114 Harney St.            
Omaha, NE 68131Omaha, NE 68131Omaha, NE 68131   

Don’t forget to sign up to be                                  

 a part of a  

Marble Run Off Team! 

 Sign up at church this                

Sunday or email Jan at 

dre@firstuuomaha.org 

mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org

