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October 4  

“A Justice-Seeking Faith”  

Rev. Frank Rivas  

Although few accuse us of being avid readers 

of the Gospel, we act on its principles.  Faith is 

action. 

 

October 11 

“A Polyglot Faith”  

Rev. Frank Rivas  

Faith cares little for what language we use.  

 

October 18 

“A Humble Faith” 

Rev. Frank Rivas  

Our ancestors both lived humbly and                    

struggled with humility. So do we. So does 

everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Services at 9:30am and 11:15am 

October 25 

“The Fertility and Futility of Ideas” 

Jan Wilson, Director of Religious Education  

Which ideas make it into the mainstream of 

accepted thought and which are cast aside?  

In the history of faith traditions some 

assertions are met with outrage and horror.  

They inspire rebellion and violence. Ideas 

that eventually flower into accepted truth 

have some particular qualities. We will look 

at the life and times of Martin Luther and the 

radical shift in thinking that brought about 

the Reformation. How was he able to shift 

the powers of the Papal Rome and begin a 

new construct for religious thought? How 

can we see ideas for change in the context of 

environmental influences? Will we be 

heralded as visionaries or burnt at the stake?  

 
 

 

Photographer: Carolyn McNamara  
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Rev. Elations  
Monthly Column from our Minister, Rev. Frank Rivas  
 

There are so many opportunities at our church.  Let me highlight just a few. 

 

Listening Circles.   At the church retreat in September, listening circles were part of our agenda, 

and everyone, including me, saw them as one of the highlights of the weekend. The groups                    

provided an opportunity to know one another far more deeply.  Jackie Anderegg, at first a skeptic, 

was converted after one session.  We’re definitely in the conversion business.  Please consider                      

joining one of these groups. 

 

Confronting Racism. A dialogue on racism with members of both Clair Memorial United          

Methodist Church and First Unitarian Church will be held at Clair on Saturday, October 10, at 10 

a.m.  (The time was changed to adjust for the Wisconsin-Nebraska game; we do acknowledge                   

football as our true religion.)  Racism is not a comfortable topic, but an open discussion is essential 

to effectively make a difference in our community. 

 

Bible Study.  Yes, this really is the newsletter of the First Unitarian Church, and, yes, I am                   

teaching a class on the Bible for liberals.  No, I don’t believe everything in the book, but I am deeply 

moved by parts of it.  And yes, I do believe that religious liberals ought to know a little about 

what’s there. 

 

Heart and Hand Auction.  Anne and I approach the auction as a chance to fill our social calendar 

with sumptuous dinners and delightful performances.  In addition, our contributions support the 

church.  Please join us. 

 

Let’s take full advantage of our great church community. 

 

Blessings and love, 

Frank 

 

 

 

 

Lunch With the Minister  
Thursdays at noon in the Common Room. All are invited to join Rev. Frank for a “bring your own brown 

bag lunch” every Thursday in September in the Common Room. No RSVP necessary.  
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The Women’s Religious Studies 

Group 

This group is discussing The Mak-

ing of Buddhist Modernism by David 

McMahan. We meet in the Merritt 

Lounge from 1pm to 2:30pm most 

Thursdays. Questions? Contact 

Marcia Leise at mkleise@cox.net. 

 

CommUUnity Night 

Friday, Oct. 2 at 5:30pm in the             

Common Room. All are welcome to 

this casual potluck and game night. 

The church supplies the main dish 

and you bring the sides. Please join 

us!  

 

Ministry Team Meeting 

Saturday, Oct. 3 at 2pm in the                   

Common Room. Leaders of Ministry 

Teams and any church members 

are invited to attend this meeting.  

 

Dungeons and Dragons Group 

Meeting  

Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 

month in the upstairs classroom after 

the second service. All D&D role play-

ers are invited. If you have ques-

tions, contact Roman at                       

rmnoriega1@cox.net, 402-769-4260. 

 

Spirit Circle—offsite  

We’ll be celebrating our initiation 

as an official CUUPS chapter in 

October. We have a weekend camp 

out and celebration planned for 

October 2-3 at the Platte River State 

Park. Ask Mary Kay Peters or Kate 

Godfrey for more details. 

 

The Tolerant Atheist Group, TAG 

Thursday, Oct. 8 at 7pm in the           

Common Room. Our fall series of           

second Thursday monthly meet-

ings starts with the presentation of 

the first of a four-part DVD movie 

series “American Free Thought,” a 

history of Free Thought in Ameri-

ca. TAG is starting its 6th year con-

necting our atheists, agnostics, hu-

manists, and other “free thinkers” 

at First Unitarian. All are cordially 

invited! As usual the doors will 

open at 6pm for those interested in 

“Bring Your Own Dinner” and 

conversation. Contact 

tag@firstuuomaha.org with                

questions.      

  

Confronting Racism: A Dialogue 

with Clair Memorial Church  

Saturday, Oct. 10 at 10am at Clair 

Memorial. See page 9 for details. 

 

Bridge Group 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 

month in the upstairs classroom after 

the second service. If you’re a com-

plete novice, join us to learn how to 

play this age-old game. If you've 

played before, come for some           

entertainment and time at the 

game table. Contact Scott at 

scott.kemper@gmail.com. 

 

Women's Alliance 

Monday, Oct. 12 at 6:30pm in the       

Common Room. Women, and those 

who identify as women, of First 

and Second Unitarian Church are 

invited. The program will be pre-

sented by Anne Wilder Rodriguez 

and special guests. They will be 

giving instruction on self-defense 

for women of any age and 

strength. What a great program to 

learn from just before the holiday 

shopping season approaches. We 

ask for $15, which goes to the cost 

of dinner, the Merritt Education 

Fund, the Partner Church scholar-

ship, and various activities at First 

U. If this will be your first time 

attending, please be our guest.  

Dinner will be Greek vegetables 

with chicken breasts (meat) or fala-

fel (veggie). RSVP via the Facebook 

event, call Kathi at 402-214-2718 or 

email kathryn.oliver@outlook.com 

by October 8th. Include your meal  

selection.  

 

UU & You 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 7pm in the 

Merritt Lounge. Visitors, newcomers, 

and the just curious are invited to 

this introduction to Unitarian                

Universalism, which provides an 

introduction to UU and First Uni-

tarian Church of Omaha, along 

with an opportunity to share our 

religious journeys in a theological-

ly diverse "safe" place. Conversa-

tion will also include some of our 

history and things going on here at 

our church. RSVP or questions can 

be addressed to                                           

uuclass@firstuuomaha.org or call 

Jaime at 402-657-9386. 

 

The Women’s Religious Study 

Covenant Group 

Thursday, Oct. 15 at 1pm in the            

Merritt Lounge. The topic will be 

“Aging” led by Harriet Major. If 

there are questions, contact Evelyn 

Whitehill, 366-2748 or 

ewhitehill@cox.net. 

 

Young Adult Night  

Friday, Oct. 16 at 7pm in the Common 

Room. Join us for Friday FunDay:  

Jurassic Park edition! But this isn't 

the original JP that we all know 

and love. It's the RiffTrax version! 

So grab your dinosaurs, bring a 

snack, and join us! Popcorn and 

sodas will be provided. No need to 

RSVP!  

Church Events  

mailto:mkleise@cox.net
mailto:rmnoriega1@cox.net
mailto:mkpnet11@gmail.com
mailto:coachkate@cox.net
mailto:coachkate@cox.net
mailto:tag@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:scott.kemper@gmail.com
mailto:kathryn.oliver@outlook.com
mailto:uuclass@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:ewhitehill@cox.net
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LGBTQ Meeting  

Saturday, Oct. 17 at 10:30am. 

See page 17 for information. 

 

Sarah Joslyn Society Luncheon 

Sunday, Oct. 18 at 12:45pm in the 

Common Room. A lunch to honor 

those who have left the church in 

their wills. Questions? Contact           

Dixie at dixielemon2@cox.net. 

 

People’s Film Festival 

Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 7pm in the                 

Common Room. All are welcome to 

this showing of The Other Son, 

about a Palestinian baby sent home 

from the hospital with a Jewish 

family and a Jewish boy sent home 

with the Palestinian family. Of 

course, when the mistake is               

discovered, all parties have to                 

rethink their prejudices.  

 

Book Club  

Monday, Oct. 26 at 7pm in the             

Merritt Lounge. Like books? Join us 

for our monthly meetings. We will 

read Our Kids by Robert Putnam  

for this meeting.  

 

Exploring Humanistic                   

Perspectives in Literature:              

I Am Woman 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 7pm in the             

Common Room. Beginning with the 

recorded song of Helen Reddy, the 

program will include readings 

from Ashley Montagu, Anne Sex-

ton, Carl Sandburg, Alice Walker, 

Maya Angelou, among others, and 

two songs by Kyle Knapp. These 

sessions bring together Unitarian 

humanists, secular humanists and 

others interested in exploring liter-

ature. All are invited to attend. 

  

Bible Study with the Parson  

Thursday, Oct. 29 at 7pm in the         

Common Room. The Bible is a difficult 

book for many of us. Most of real-

ize that there are passages of great 

beauty; all of us recognize that 

there are also passages that are big-

oted, sexist, and small-minded.  

However, the overwhelming issue 

many of us have with the book is 

how it’s been interpreted for us.  

This year I am beginning a Bible 

class in which I will encourage 

people to put aside traditional        

interpretations and to read select 

passages for themselves. What I 

ask is that you arrive to each class 

after having carefully read and  

reflected on the passage. Our first 

class on Oct. 29 at  7pm, begins 

with a parable, the Book of Jonah. 

In November we will meet Nov. 19 

and in December on Dec. 17. 

 

Community Meals  

Saturday, Oct. 31, offsite.  

Our next Community Meals volun-

tary Servitude opportunity will be 

October 31st at First Baptist 

Church. See page 14 for more            

information.  

 

Pagans & Friends Recovery Group 

Sundays at 2pm in the Whitney 

Young Classroom. This group is an 

Overeaters Anonymous group that 

follows the 12 Steps and Traditions 

as originally outlined in the Alco-

holics Anonymous program, sub-

stituting "food" for "alcohol" and 

"overeater" for "alcoholic." Com-

pulsive overeaters, food addicts, 

and people with eating disorders 

are all  welcome. You can contact 

Cassi at 402-709-4436 for more          

information. 

An Invitation To Listening Circles 

Our mission is to bring people          

together to nurture deepening            

relationships in an atmosphere of 

open exploration. We gather in        

intimate groups, listen to a read-

ing, and share the thoughts, experi-

ences, and dreams that the reading 

inspires. We do not advise, judge, 

or fix each other: we listen and ac-

cept. In our groups, we explore 

ideas, each sharing at the level of 

their own comfort, and we grow. 

We grow relationships with each 

other, and we may also expand our 

understanding of ourselves. We 

would very much like to do that 

with you. 

 

The Listening Circle program is 

designed as an ongoing, organical-

ly growing church offering. New 

groups will continue to form, exist-

ing groups will expand and birth 

and members and friends may 

choose to continue or to step out as 

lives change. Our goal has been to 

create a workable, adaptable struc-

ture which will offer support and 

joy. 

 

Join anytime. Groups meet twice a 

month. Visitors, friends, and  

members of the church are wel-

come. There is no homework to do 

ahead of time. Come as you are, 

and please bring your wonderful 

SELF.  

 

As group sizes are limited, please 

use the sign up form in your order 

of service on Sundays or contact 

Kate Godfrey at (402) 880-1327 or                                 

coachkate@cox.net. 

Church Events Continued... 

mailto:dixielemon2@cox.net
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2073016/
mailto:coachkate@cox.net
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DON’T MISS the AUCTION ACTION!! 
 

Please support the Halloween “Heart & Hand” Auction Party on Friday, Oct 23rd, 6-10 pm at First Unitarian 

Church!  Donate!  Attend!  Shop!  Our major annual FUNdraiser for the operating budget.  So-named because 

it features items that build connections (e.g., dinners, parties, lessons) as well as lots of intriguing stuff. 

End a busy workweek with food, fun, and friends.  Enjoy delicious food at the Fall Favorites Potluck.  Cash 

bar (beer, wine, soda) with free coffee, tea, water, lemonade.  Costume contest (costumes optional, of course)!  

Prizes for top 3 costumes, no special categories.  Door prizes!  Schedule same as last year:  Starts with potluck, 

then Silent Auction, the fun Live Auction with desserts.  Kabin Thomas is our MC/Auctioneer, so don’t miss 

it! 

 

Check out the Auction Website (click here)!  The “Home” tab has Auction information and links to sign-ups 

for the potluck, donations, childcare, and volunteering to help. Use the “Catalog” tab to monitor the rapidly 

growing Auction Catalog.  Get your name on the “Donors” tab and notice all the businesses that are support-

ing our church. 

 

Auction Items!  Help build an awesome Auction Catalog.  What can YOU donate?  The goal is to raise 

$17,000 for the operating budget.  We did it last year, and with your help, we’ll do it again!  DEADLINE for 

donations is Monday, Oct 19.  For events, try to pick a date in advance.  (Check the Auction and church cal-

endars; Auction Team can help.)  To donate, visit the Auction Area at church, use the Auction Website, email 

auction@firstuuomaha.org or call 402-214-2718 (Kathi) or 402-699-3183 (Donna). 

 

Pre-bidding! Pre-bidding is available on-line for many items through Oct 22.  Highest pre-bid becomes start-

ing bid auction night.  To pre-bid, get your bidder #, using contact info above.  (Couples might prefer to use 

one of their numbers to simplify billing and post-auction mailings.)  With so many items offered Auction 

night, pre-bidding is fun and helpful. 

 

Fabulous Food!  Apple crisp?  Potato soup? Squash?  Share your favorite fall foods at the potluck (or grab 

something at a deli).  An RSVP and potluck sign-up is optional, but sure helps us plan.  

 

Raffle: Early Bird Bidding!  TWO lucky winners will head up to the Silent Auction 10 minutes before eve-

ryone else on Auction Night.  Snag those limited seats to social events (limit of 2 seats per event per winner)!  

Get a gummy worm to gobble for each ticket purchased.  Raffle tickets $1 each or $5 for 6.  Unlimited entries.  

Free childcare by reservation (infant to 5th grade).  Sign-up at Auction Area or on-line.  Older children/youth 

welcome to attend the auction or can stay with the younger children with permission of the childcare work-

ers. Kids’ Costume Parade and Halloween fun for the kids, too. 

 

Can’t be at the auction?  Arrange a proxy bidder and pre-bid, setting your bid nice and high! 

Remember—all this fun is for a good cause, so be generous and enjoy!  Hope to see you Friday, Oct 23! 

https://www.charityauctionorganizer.com/ev?site=d1dafbe9-7699-4bad-b3df-a653e7ea509c
https://www.charityauctionorganizer.com/Az/2ea80126-6ece-4f71-b44f-96b21b2e775e/Event/Index?page=0c15eb7c-43c9-45fd-ac58-3e1fe3c1e5b5&initial_state=~(1fda750b-78c5-407e-8eb1-5263d0692123~(page~0~group~%27All~category~%27))
mailto:auction@firstuuomaha.org
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Celebration of Our Ministry Teams and People that Make Them Work!   

Sunday, Nov. 1 between the two services during coffee hour 

Ice cream and cake will be provided, so please plan to attend as we celebrate all the volunteers who 

work each week to make our church run.  
 

Save the Date: Blessing Bags (A note from Royal) 

A couple of years ago, with the help of many local friends and my First UU family, we put together 

50 blessing bags that were given out to folks in the metro area who needed exactly that… a blessing, 

and all that was in the bag. The need has been identified, the call for help has been made, and now 

the call to action is being given!  We are going to put together 100 blessing bags that will be stored 

at our church and be given out to those in need via the Neighborhood Ministry Team. The cooler 

months and winter months can also be rough months for those without shelter, those without per-

manent homes, those living in shelters, and those who simply need some help. It is easy to take for 

granted having personal care items on hand: soap, shampoo, a comb, chapstick, cotton swabs, Band

-Aids, a new pair of socks, warm gloves.  I will be setting up a web page that will list all the items 

we are collecting, show the items people have pledged, and it will show the items we still need help 

collecting!  We will be collecting these items on Saturday, November 14 at the Omaha Wedding 

Chapel and Event Venue at 42nd and Center from 9am to 1pm, and then put the bags together 

from 2pm-5pm. I will be sharing more about this with you all as we get closer. I know that First 

UU can be counted on to make this happen. Thank you and hug! 

Royal Carleton: (402) 999-1379, chaplainroyal@inclusivelife.org. 

 

Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDoR) 

Friday, Nov. 20 in the sanctuary at 6:30pm with dessert reception following in the Common Room  

The Transgender Day of Remembrance was set aside to memorialize those who were killed due to 

anti-transgender hatred or prejudice. TDoR is held every November 20th, to honor Rita Hester, 

whose murder on November 28th, 1998 kicked off the “Remembering Our Dead” web project and a 

San Francisco candlelight vigil in 1999. Rita Hester’s murder, like most anti-transgender murder 

cases, has yet to be solved. In 2015, the United States has realized a record year in the number of  

reported Transgender murders, 18 as of the creation of this article. This year marks the 4th anniver-

sary of TDoR being hosted at the First Unitarian . What an honor to host such an important event 

for our community, for our church, for this nation. We ask for your help:  please plan to attend, and 

please share this event with others.  For more information you may visit www.tdoromaha.com or 

search for it on Facebook.    
 

Women’s Alliance Bake Sale   

The annual bake sale is Sunday, November 22. Please drop off your baked goods or store-bought 

goodies on Saturday, November 21 from 9am-noon so they can be packaged and priced. Then stop 

by Sunday, November 22 during the 10:30 coffee hour for some goodies for your Thanksgiving 

feast or to eat on the way home from church. Proceeds from the bake sale go the Women’s Alliance 

Education Fund. If you buy goodies and plan to attend the 11:15am service, the women will pack-

age and label them for you to pick up after the service. Would you like to volunteer to help sell 

treats on Sunday, November 22? Please email wa@firstuuomaha.org to sign up.   

November Events 

mailto:chaplainroyal@inclusivelife.org
http://www.tdoromaha.com
mailto:wa@firstuuomaha.org
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2nd Annual Thanksgiving Dinner: Save the Date! 

By Royal Carleton  

“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them is the measure of our Thanksgiving!”  

 I shared that quote in a letter sent to selected area churches that have been invited to help us reach 

100 guests for our 2nd Annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Tuesday, November 24 at 6pm. 

Many of those who helped last year have fond memories of a great experience and also noticed how 

our church breathed deeply and with love as we brought together a very diverse group of people.  

Nathan Kramer noted how great it was that “we” as volunteers were ministered to by the people 

whom we served. 

Catharine Dixon, our Church Administrator (Extraordinaire) has been instrumental in helping us 

identify those who have benefitted from our own Neighborhood Ministry programs, connected with 

local neighborhood churches, and our sister church Clair Memorial United Methodist to reach our 

goal of 100 guests. 

 This year we are serving turkey, ham, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet potatoes, green bean 

casserole, cranberries, breads, dinner rolls, and desserts. 

Can you help?  Yes, you sure can!  And we need your help, please.   

There are three main ways to help: 

 1. Food. Donations of prepared food according to our menu selection.   

2. Volunteer to help at the event. Set up, serving, table ambassadors, clean up, tear down, and                

maybe helping transport people who need rides. 

3. Financial Help. We will need to rent a food warmer and to insure we have food items that were 

not donated or prepared, and money can be used for bus tickets or cab rides for those who may 

need that option for transportation to and from the event.  

This year’s logistic and dinner coordinator, again, is Nathan Kramer.  He has also set up an off-site 

webpage to help connect everyone with the event.  Please go here: http://tinyurl.com/ps4f7jf. 

In closing, I thank Rev. Frank for helping us with this event, Catharine Dixon for all she does, and 

Nathan Kramer for doing what he does so well!  I look forward to participating, witnessing, and   

experiencing the many blessings, love, and compassion that will be for all at this dinner. 

 

 

Pictured to the right: last year’s dinner in the  

Common Room.  

http://tinyurl.com/ps4f7jf
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Adults and youth from both churches are invited 

to gather at Clair Memorial UMC (5544 Ames 

Ave) at 10 am on Saturday, October 10 for a dis-

cussion about how we can address racism to cre-

ate a more just Omaha. For decades many of us 

pretended that racial issues were resolved dur-

ing the civil rights era, but newspaper headlines 

during the last year have made clear that racism 

is still alive and well in our cities.   

 

The discussion will be guided by the Methodist 

process of Holy Conferencing. Our immediate 

goal is to listen to and learn from one another’s 

perspectives as well as to discern how our two 

churches can make a difference in the broader 

community. In the future, we hope to include 

additional churches and more people of faith in 

the dialogue. 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Please consider joining Jack Heidel, Sharon Conlon, 

Kim Dunovan and Jerry Wagner as tutors for a 6th 

grade class at Wakonda Elementary School in North 

Omaha, 1:30 -2:20pm. We're looking for a few more 

people to commit to helping out for just one day per 

week. This is a joint project with Clair Memorial 

Methodist Church. Contact Jack at                                   

jackheidel@yahoo.com to express interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Unitarian churches have chosen to display 

“Black Lives Matter” banners. Second Unitarian 

Church of Omaha displays one. First Unitarian 

Church of Omaha will soon display one. 

 

I hope displaying this banner shows, in a small 

way, we want: 

 

  * To create a safe space, 

 

   * To show we stand with and will advocate for 

those who do not receive equal treatment from 

law enforcement. 

 

    * The problem to be fixed.  

 

 Our sign will go up very soon!  

 

 

 

Black Lives Matter                                 
by Rene Harper 

I am very pleased to announce that we will have 

our very own Black Lives Matter banner here in 

a short time. I think it is so important as UUs 

and humans that we show our community that 

we stand with members of this movement. I am 

excited to tell our city that we are an inclusive 

church family and will use our voices to uplift 

those that are marginalized and facing daily                     

discrimination. We can be a voice for change.  

Black Lives Matter                                 

by Jack Round, church president  

Confronting Racism:                        
A Dialogue with Members 
from Clair Memorial United                     
Methodist Church and First 
Unitarian Church  
Saturday, Oct. 10 at 10am 

The banner pictured to the right is                

similar to the banner we have ordered 

for First U.  

mailto:jackheidel@yahoo.com
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Note from Jan, Director of Religious Education  
 

I was privileged to attend General Assembly in 2014 in Providence, RI. The highlight of that confer-

ence was the Ware lecture featuring Sister Simone Campbell.  Sister Simone is famous for her Nuns 

on the Bus Tour which focused attention on immigration reform and economic justice issues.  

 

I can tell you that her words still ring true for me today over a year later.  Sister Simone has an          

ordinary intimate humility as a speaker that engages the listener to hang on every word. She chal-

lenges us to let the theology and intellectual study of religion sift down from the head to the heart.  

 

She applauds what she describes as “holy doubt.”  Doubt and uncertainty are part of the package.  

She says if we bring certitude to our compassionate social justice work, we start from a position of 

superior inequality.   

 

She finds her faith journey as risking everything and walking towards trouble.  She says where 

there are broken hearts and pain in the world we can find hope if we are willing to embrace, touch, 

and heal.  If we are present in listening and curiosity we can find personal relationships that               

transform our reality. 

 

I hope we can continue to build our personal relationships with each other and in our larger                 

community. You may like to view the whole lecture on the  UUA website: Ware Lecture 2014. 

New Opportunity for 6-12th Graders on Sundays  
This fall we are offering a new opportunity  that will help youth learn religious content, ethical 

problem-solving, and community building on Sunday mornings. Our Religious Education          

program has purchased a one year membership at Spielbound, a game cafe that is one block to the 

west of our church. This membership will provide our group and adult sponsors admission for 

board game playing from 9am to 12:30pm every Sunday. An adult volunteer will be there            

Sunday mornings at 9:30am. Ryan Cook, a church volunteer, will walk over to Spielbound with a 

group of youth after the 10:30am service. They will have a traditional check-in followed by a game 

selected by Ryan and Bethany. Parents can pick up their youth from Spielbound anytime or have 

the kids walk back from the game cafe to the church at 12:30pm with Ryan.  

Please contact Jan, Director of Religious Education, with any questions or instructions. Her cell 

phone is 402-990-2200. Her email is dre@firstuuomaha.org. Please see the game cafe's website for 

more information about its mission and games: http://spielbound.org/. 

Since this is a new idea for us all, we expect some tweaking will occur as we go forward. As          

always we want to provide the safest and most educational program for our youth. 

  

Register Your Kids for RE 
If you haven’t already registered your kids for Sunday School,  it's easy! Please go to this link:  

http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!registerre/c1d0. Registering helps the volunteers and director plan 

accordingly for Sunday School lessons and helps us to know your kids better. Thank you! 

mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
http://spielbound.org/
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!registerre/c1d0


  

 

Events at Second 

Unitarian Church  
 

Second Unitarian Retirees’ Group 

 All are invited to a presentation by 

Dr. Louisa Foster entitled “Mindful 

Self-Compassion” on Tuesday, Oc-

tober 13, from 1 to 2pm at Second 

Unitarian Church.  

  

Research has found that having a 

self-compassion practice acts as an 

effective buffer against anxiety and 

depression. Learning to soothe and 

comfort ourselves in times of dis-

tress increases our sense of grati-

tude and happiness and enhances 

all of our relationships. Dr. Foster 

holds a PhD in Psychology and is a 

certified Drama Therapist (one of 

the few in the Midwest). 

 

Anyone with an interest in this top-

ic is welcome to attend! Second Uni-

tarian Retirees meet monthly for 

socializing, fun, personal growth, 

and learning. 

  

Second Unitarian Church of Omaha 

is located at 3012 South 119th Street, 

on the southwest corner of 119th St. 

and Westwood Lane near 120th & 

Center.  For directions and a map, 

visit 2uomaha.org. 

 

 

National Coming Out Day  

October 11  

In recognition of National Coming 

Out Day, the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender, Queer) Wel-

coming Congregation Committee is 

sponsoring a PFLAG presentation 

and transgender panel                      

discussion (PFLAG is formerly 

known as Parents, Families and 

Friends of Lesbians and Gays) on               

Sunday, October 11th at Second 

Unitarian Church (3012 South 119th 

Street.) 

 

We’ll meet at 5pm to share a meal. 

The Committee will provide soups 

and bread. Those attending are 

asked to bring a salad or a dessert. 

The PFLAG presentation will begin 

at 6pm, followed by a panel consist-

ing of transgender youth and              

parents of transgender youth. 

Please join us. 

 

 

Meet Keith Hart  
By Bob McMeen, Choir Director  

 

Meet Keith Hart, the                      

accompanist for the First          

Unitarian Choir, and much 

more. At present, Keith is the 

Business/Grant Manager for The 

ARTery, of Omaha. He is                   

involved in the daily                  

management of this nonprofit, 

operating the internationally      

renowned Dancing Classrooms 

program in Omaha area schools. 

Keith is also accompanist for the 

prestigious River City Mixed 

Chorus. Prior to his position 

with ARTery Keith served as 

Creative Arts Coordinator for 

the Salvation Army Kroc Center, 

Education and Development  

Director for the United Method-

ist Ministries-Missouri River 

District, Omaha, and from 1999 

to 2008 with the Omaha                

Community Playhouse, first as 

the Associate Scene Designer, 

then as Education and Outreach 

Assistant from 2003 to 2005, and 

finally as Education and Out-

reach Coordinator. In his early 

career Keith served as the vocal 

music instructor in area schools. 

 

Keith graduated Magna Cum 

Laude from Northwest Missouri 

State University, receiving a 

Bachelor of Science in Education 

with a music major and visual 

arts minor. He later received a 

Master of Fine Arts in Scenic  

Design and Technology from the 

University of Missouri at Kansas 

City. 

 

Writing on a personal level I 

must say that the choir is                   

extremely fortunate to have 

Keith with us. He is an excellent 

pianist and accompanist and he 

is very patient. 
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Foyer Improvement Project  

The Board has approved the Foyer Improvement Project. See blue box below for items that you 
could donate to help us with this renovation.  
Main Concepts:  

· Create a welcoming and inviting first impression for visitors and members  
· Focus on what is important –”the elevator speech” for the church 
  ·Display important, framed church documents that “speak” to who we are now and                      

historically 
· House and display member badges aesthetically 
· Reduce clutter by providing appropriate storage for membership and ambassador items               

including visitor badges 
· Create a safe entrance way without trip hazards 
· Restore door hardware to be consistent with original church style. 

Work on the foyer started Sept. 14. It should not interfere with Sunday services 

or weddings. Contact Marie Sedlacek to donate please. Her email is                                                           

marie.sedlacek@outlook..com. 

Donation Opportunities  

Be a part of the project  
 
Listed below are some discreet items that are part of the renovation project with their associated costs. 
These are opportunities for anyone who wants to also help by contributing financially to the project. As 
you can see, three items have already been donated. Those in bold are still available.  
 

New entry door hardware: historically correct and functional  $3,560—donated by Anonymous donor  

New hardware for sanctuary doors $924—donated by Anonymous donor  

New hinge hardware for toilet doors in lower foyer  $50 

Walk-off carpet throughout foyer: Shaw Contract Group walk-off carpet: welcome II tile, red #31850  

$2,700 

Repair & refinish a Windsor Sac Back arm chair from the Sanctuary (9 total chairs) $240 each chair 

or $2,160 for all 9 chairs—1 chair donated by  Anonymous donor 

Repair Chancel table and refinish top $500—donated by Women’s Alliance  

Reproduction Windsor 72” settee  $1,850 

Reproduction Windsor side tables  $800 

Barrier to organ loft  $120—donated by Anonymous donor  

The inspiration for the design of the foyer renovation comes from the stair, window, 

chair rail, pew details found in the foyer and sanctuary and as shown in the original               

architectural drawings.   

mailto:marie.sedlacek@outlook..com
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KIOS Bundled Donations 
  

Would you like to hear news programs from Canada, England’s BBC or other coun-

tries and learn how others view the U.S. and its policies? 

Click on 91.5 FM. 

  

Have you ever had car problems but didn’t know how to handle your mechanic? 

Listen to Car Talk on Saturdays at 9am. 

  

Do you like political satire? 

Listen to Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell Me at 10am on Saturday mornings. 

  

Do you like to hear jazz, best parenting tips, or programs on history or law? 

Tune in to 91.5 FM. 

  

KIOS is not about mindless commercialism like most radio and TV programming. It’s 

about intelligent, stimulating and articulate programming. Try it, then pledge through 

First Unitarian Church. We also know something about intelligent, stimulating and 

articulate programs. Helping spread the UU Word through advertising on KIOS is a 

win-win proposition for you and the church. This drive pays for our public relations!  

  

New year this year: Please make your check out to First Unitarian Church and write 

“KIOS Drive” in the memo line. Place your check in the offering plate, mail the 

check to the church or give it to Lois  Norris. 

  

Donations will be taken during the month of October. 

  

Questions? Contact Lois at LN63626@cox.net. 

  
 
 

OTOC Team Meeting  
Our OTOC Team to promote Medicaid Expansion will be meeting. If you would like 

to be part of the effort that is working on expanding Medicaid in Nebraska then please 

come to this important meeting: Wednesday, October 14 at 7pm at First United           

Methodist Church, 70th and Cass Streets, Omaha. Meeting room is located on the west 

side of the building. Parking is available on the south and north side of the building. 

Questions? Contact Laurie Gift at tothegifts@icloud.com. 

 

mailto:LN63626@cox.net
mailto:http://www.fumcomaha.org/
mailto:http://www.fumcomaha.org/
mailto:tothegifts@icloud.com


  

 

What is Hope in             

Action? 
Our church believes in community, 

and that is what Hope in Action, a 

sub-team of the Caring Team, is all 

about. Any one of us might need                 

assistance, and we want to make it 

easier for you to ask for support and 

easier for you to offer support when 

others are in need. 

WHO IS SERVED? 

Church members, friends, regular                   

attendees and their spouses are                

eligible for assistance from Hope in 

Action. 

 

WHO CAN HELP? 

Everyone! Hope in Action is an                     

opportunity for everyone in our 

church community to support each 

other by sharing knowledge, skills 

and resources.  

 

Hope in Action will use church                     

communications, including the 

enews, to let our church community 

know when help is needed to                     

respond to a request for support. 

And we will report back to the 

church community about how we 

were able to respond. All communi-

cation will be done in a manner that             

maintains the degree of confidential-

ity requested by the person                  

seeking assistance. 

 

WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE                      

EXPECTED? 

Hope in Action is there when peo-

ple are dealing with a medical prob-

lem, need transportation or help 

around the house, can use assis-

tance with referrals to social service 

agencies or just need someone to 

talk to about the ups and downs of 

life. Our response will vary depend-

ing on the type of support that is 

needed in our church community 

and what resources we have availa-

ble.  

 

Although Hope in Action is not able 

to respond to emergencies, short-

term financial assistance may be 

available for lodging, food, clothing, 

medication, transportation and  util-

ities. Financial disbursements are 

not made directly to the person 

making the request for assistance.  

 

HOW TO ASK FOR SUPPORT 

Requests for assistance must be 

made directly by the person need-

ing help. Hope in Action does not               

respond to any anonymous or third-

party requests for assistance. 

 

Here are the ways you can ask for                 

support from Hope in Action. You 

may send an email to                                          

hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org or 

use the Hope in Action link on the 

church website. You may call the 

church office and press ext. 105 to 

leave a telephone message for Hope 

in Action. Or, you may simply com-

plete a Caring Card  located in the 

church pews and place it in the box 
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in the church foyer.  

 

WHO DECIDES WHAT                 

SUPPORT WILL BE                       

OFFERED? 

Hope in Action will use a team 

approach, so at least three mem-

bers of Hope in  Action must 

participate in determining the 

nature of the response.  

 

What is                         

Community 

Meals? 
Community Meals is an out-

reach to people in need in our 

church's neighborhood.   

Every Saturday members of          

various "First" churches and  

others take turns providing a 

hot meal and groceries to those 

in need at First Baptist Church 

(our neighbor just one block east 

of our church). First Unitarian 

Church has been part of this            

effort for several years. Four 

times a year our church 

"caters" and serves the meal and 

distributes the groceries                       

provided by Trader Joe’s. There 

are First Unitarian Church  

members who work at the site 

on a weekly basis and additional 

help is always welcome. Our 

next Community Meals               

opportunity will be                 

Saturday,  October 31 at First 

Baptist Church. 

Email dianewithem@gmail.com 

to help with this lunch. Thank 

you! 

  

 

mailto:hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dianewithem@gmail.com


  

 

Share the Plate—               

Community Meals   
Each month one-half of the loose currency  

collected in the offering plate is donated to a 

local cause that advances important principles 

of Unitarianism. This month’s recipient is 

Community Meals. See opposite page for 

more details.  

 

About the Minister of Our 

Partner Church in                       

Transylvania, Romania  

– Rev. Katalin Szasz-Cserey 
 

Written by Janet West, chair of the Partner Church 

Team, from information sent to the Partner 

Church Team by Rev. Katalin 

 

Rev. Katalin is a life-long Unitarian.  She was 

born in Arkos, Transylvania, Romania, on 

September 28, 1978. She attended the Unitari-

an high school in Szekelykeresztur. (This is 

the same high school that many of the young 

people from Firtosmartonos have attended 

over the years.) 

 

While in high school, Rev. Katalin decided to 

become a Unitarian minister. She graduated 

from the Unitarian seminary in Kolozsvar, 

Transylvania, Romania in 2004 and was               

appointed to be the minister in the Unitarian 

village, Firtosmartonos in 2004. Rev. Katalin 

was installed as the village minister in 2006.  

(Evy Rosser, Cheryll Wallace, and Janet West 

attended the installation.) Rev. Katalin mar-

ried Boti, who is a member of a village farm 

family, in 2004. Their son, Mate, was born on 

December 3, 2007. 

 

Rev. Katalin is the village minister. The village 

has a population of 160 people—all of whom 

are Unitarians. She leads the Sunday services, 

teaches Sunday school, marries villagers,       

baptizes babies, leads confirmation classes, 

and officiates at funerals. She is the church  

administrator—she keeps the church books 

and writes the ministerial reports. She has          

organized summer camps for the Unitarian 

youth in her county. Recently, she has taken 

counseling courses and is a regular                               

participant on a religious radio program. 

 

Background on Partner Church Relationship 

First Unitarian Church has had a partnership 

relationship with the church and village of 

Firtosmartonos, Transylvania, Romania since 

1992. We send $1,320 in quarterly payments to 

assist in the repairing and maintaining of the 

village church which will be 110 years old in 

2016. We also send annually $1,200 to assist 

nine village young people with high school 

and college expenses.   

 

In the even years, (2006, 2008, 2010, 2012, 

2014, 2016), Rev. Katalin, Boti, Mate, and               

everyone in Firtosmartonos have welcomed 

members of First Unitarian Church of Omaha 

to Firtosmartonos. Those of us who have trav-

eled to Firstosmartonos have learned how 

much we, Unitarians in the U.S., have in             

common with Unitarians in Transylvania.  

The Transylvanian Unitarians are truly our 

religious cousins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured here is                

Rev. Kati with her 

husband and son 
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“How We Became a 
Welcoming                             
Congregation” 
By Dave Richardson  
 
One of the most important              
societal transformations in                  
recent history has been the                    
transition to marriage equality.   
Only a decade or so ago states 
were passing so-called “Defense 
of Marriage” laws.  Nebraska 
was one of those states. It took 
court decisions to rule these acts 
unconstitutional, but it also took 
the actions of many individuals 
and institutions to achieve this 
seismic shift in values and                    
attitudes.   
 
Unitarian Universalist congrega-
tions have a long history of                 
being in the forefront of social 
justice and the struggle for                       
inclusion. Unlike some               
denominations we did not have 
to go through an agonizing           
period of overcoming opposition 
to the rights of GLBT persons. 
We were way ahead on the path 
to tolerance; however, it was                     
necessary to determine how we 
could best express and practice 
that tolerance. Some moments of 
clarity were needed.  
  
In 2003 the First Unitarian 
Church of Omaha was granted 
the status of “ Welcoming Con-
gregation”  by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association  The 
document which hangs in the 
Main Foyer states: “ The                           
Unitarian Universalist                           
community welcomes and                     
celebrates the presence and                      
participation of people who are 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgendered and/or queer.”  
The letter which accompanied 
the certificate praised the work 
of the committee that prepared 
the application saying “it was 
the most thoroughly developed 
and well supported application” 
they had yet received. Rev. Keith 
Kron continued by thanking the 
committee for demonstrating the 
“desire to listen, open our hearts 
in every situation and serve the 
world with all the gifts we're 
given.” 
 
The decision to make this                 
application required                      
congregational approval. In                      
typical Unitarian fashion many 
questions were posed. Several 
members of the church includ-
ing our late archivist Dave  
Nicklin, his wife Ruth and DRE 
Cheryll Wallace worked                       
diligently to promote this                        
project. They held forums and 
worked with the board and    
Minister Richard Benner.   
 
There were four frequently 
asked questions which the                
committee addressed at the                 
forums. Those questions and a 
summary of the committee’s              
responses are as follows: 
 
1. Aren’t we already a 
“Welcoming” Congregation?  
The committee noted that                  
official recognition allows us to 
be a safe place and allows us to 
take positions on oppression in 
our larger community.  
 
2. Why don’t we just “welcome” 
everyone? 
As a subculture the GLBT             
community may need more  

support than the general               
population. 
 
3. Will we be known as The “Gay” 
Church? 
Because some denominations 
and adherents maintain unjust 
and discriminatory positions 
against GLBT people, we can be 
seen as an alternative to those 
denominations that marginalize 
and sometimes demonize GLBT 
people. 
 
4.  How will being a “Welcoming 
Congregation” benefit me? 
Understanding the nature of 
prejudices helps to promote         
individual spiritual growth and 
congregational unity.                   
Becoming a Welcoming                     
Congregation can act as a                       
catalyst to learning about ending 
exclusion in general.     
 
It was further noted that the first 
three of our seven principles all 
support the concept of actively 
declaring ourselves a                    
Welcoming Congregation.  
•  1st Principle: The inherent 
worth and dignity of every              
person;  
•  2nd Principle: Justice, equity 
and compassion in human                 
relations;  
•  3rd Principle: Acceptance of 
one another and encouragement 
to spiritual growth in our                  
congregations; 
 
Looking back over the last 
twelve years since we became a 
“Welcoming Congregation” it is 
hard to accurately assess the             
impact it has had upon us. We 
can say that we have continued 
to strive for the promotion of  
inclusivity and inclusive           
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Language, as well as improving 
our welcoming skills as                
congregational leaders and 
greeters. We continue to deepen 
our understanding of identities 
that differ from our own. 
 

 
 

LGBTQ Meeting  
Do you, or someone in your 
family identify as LGBTQ 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, 
Transgender, or Queer?)  First 
Unitarian is holding a meeting 
on Saturday, October 17th at 
10:30am in the Merritt Lounge.  
Royal and Jonathan Carleton 
will be taking notes, engaging 
conversation, and identifying 
any needs that this community 
within the First Unitarian              
community, may have. How can 
you help?  Share the date, save 
the date, and invite others. If 
you have questions you may 
reach Royal at 402-999-1379. 
 
 
 

The Retreat!! 
By Jackie Anderegg 
 

I confess I went to the Church 

Retreat on Sept. 5th and 6th out 

of obligation, not attraction.  I 

thought it had the potential of 

everything I dislike: the great 

outdoors, bad food, forced social 

activity, poor sleeping arrange-

ments, and too much personal 

sharing. 

 

It was in fact, delightful! The 

whole of it. Camp Holling was a 

pleasing, woodsy place with 

lovely accommodations. Maybe 

the food wasn’t so great, but the 

company at mealtimes was           

relaxing, conversational and           

interesting. I could avoid the 

outdoors and all activities were 

optional. The Listening Groups 

were a huge hit and I am a con-

vert to that format of getting 

more engagement with people 

you don’t know well. It was          

respectful, structured and inter-

esting. I hope everyone in our 

church joins such a group. 

Thanks to Kate Godfrey. 

 

We had a good yoga group led 

by Alan Volvoka, even for yoga 

skeptics like me. His gentle lead-

ership was outstanding. The            

final worship service that Frank 

did was personal and touching 

and engaged everyone there. 

The general spirit was calming 

and enthusiastic about the whole 

experience. The children were a 

pleasant, fun addition and Jan 

Wilson's light touch with all of 

that, made it quite special.             

People had options around the 

time spent. Frank’s touch was 

present throughout the experi-

ence and much credit to him, Jan 

Wilson, and Jack Round for the 

enthusiasm behind such a first 

effort. May it continue next year! 

Pictured above, Jan Wilson, Director of 

Religious Education, with the kids at the 

retreat. Photographer: Kate Wiig.  

 
 

Hospitality Teams  
Looking for a few good people! 
Almost every team could use 
another person or three,                
especially now that we are back 
to two services on Sundays. 
Hospitality Teams have been up 
and running for over a year 
now. If you do not already                
belong to a team, OR feel that 
you could manage to serve on 
another, please contact Kim                                                               
kjcallaghan@hotmail.com or 402-
292-5018 and she will find a 
team that will fit with YOUR 
schedule! More information can 
be found at our Hospitality 
Team Webpage here:  
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!
hospitality-teams/c1uuz. 

mailto:kjcallaghan@hotmail.com
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!hospitality-teams/c1uuz
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!hospitality-teams/c1uuz
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Meet Our Leaders Minister 

Frank Rivas 

minister@firstuuomaha.org 

Director of Religious                    

Education 

Jan Wilson 

dre@firstuuomaha.org 

Church Administrator 

Catharine Dixon 

admin@firstuuomaha.org 

Membership Coordinator 

Carrie Helmberger  

coordinator@firstuuomaha.org 

Organist 

Pat Will 

Choir Director 

Bob McMeen 

Nursery Manager  

Jolene Dalton 

Custodian 

Bobby Medrano 

Early Service Pianist 

Stan Harper 

Choir Accompanist 

Keith Hart 

Minister Emeritus 

Ronald Knapp 
 

Nominating Committee 

Mary Thomas, Kim Callaghan, 

Molly Dewell, Joe Schaaf,             

Nadine Keith, Dave Olson 
 
 

 

THE FLAME 

Deadlines are the 15th of each 

month. Word limit: 200. Send 

your submissions to                   

admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
. 

Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon 

Proofers: Lana Hammel,            

Scott Kemper, Lois Norris, Debbie 

Hunsberger 

Flame Mailing Team:                              

Debbie Hunsberger,                                   

Linda Hruska, Howard Bolton, 

Kim Callaghan, Lisa Calhoun 

Board Members 

Jack Round (President), Jackie Anderegg (President-Elect),                      
Sheri Conner, Cy Leise (Secretary), Kabin Thomas,                               
Dean Christensen,  Jack Heidel, Linda Parker  

board@firstuuomaha.org  

Trustees of the Capital Trust 

Tim Duggan (2016), Steve Hutchinson (2017), Evelyn Whitehill (2018) 

Committee on Ministry  

Jaime Alexander, Katrina Schmidt, Marie Sedlacek, Alan Vovolka 

   

Ministry Team Council 

Rev. Frank Rivas, Barb Herring, Amy Barlow, Jackie Anderegg  

mtc@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 

Archives - Dave Richardson      

Caring - Katrina Schmidt       

Chalice Guild - Kay Lynn Goldner    

Community Meals - Diane Withem  

Fellowship - Judith Wright, Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth 

Finance - Walt Jesteadt       

Fundraising - Donna Neff & Kathi Oliver  

Governance - Alex Nather  

Hope in Action -  Kim Dunovan  

Hospitality Teams - Kim Callaghan  

House and Grounds - Pierce Carpenter     

Membership - Beth Conover   

Neighborhood Ministry - Royal Carleton    

Office - Carolyn McNamara            

Omaha Together One Community - Laurie Gift 

Partner Church - Janet West      

Religious Education - Sheri Conner   

Women’s Alliance - Nellie Chenoweth      

Worship Arts Team - Megan Gustafson  

Young Adult Group - Kathi Oliver                                               

YRUU - Ben Wallace & Shawne Coonfare 

Newsletter cover photograph by Scott Kemper  

mailto:minister@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:board@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:mtc@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

THE FLAME | FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA |FIRSTUUOMAHA.ORG 19 

 
OTOC Environmental Action 
Team Meeting  
Thursday, Oct. 1 at 7pm in the            
Whitney Young Room 
 
Italian Bachelor Cooking Class        
Continues 
Oct. 1, Oct. 6, Oct. 15 in the kitchen 
and Common Room 
 
CommUUnity Night 
Friday, Oct. 2 at 5:30pm  
See page 4 for information. 
 
Ministry Team Meeting 
Saturday, Oct. 3 at 2pm 
See page 4 for details.  
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, Oct. 3 at 4pm 
 
Spirit Circle 
Oct. 2-3, offsite 
See page 4 for more information.  
 
Tolerant Atheist Group (TAG) 
Meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 8 at 7pm 
See page 4 for details.  
 
Joint Workshop with Clair Church 
Saturday, Oct. 10 at 10am, offsite 
See page 9 for more details. 
 
Women’s Alliance 
Monday, Oct. 12 at 6:30pm 
See page 4 for details.  
 
Board Meeting  
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 7pm in the             
Common Room 
 
UU & You Class 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 7pm in the 
Merritt Lounge  
See page 4 for details.  
 
Flame Deadline 
Submit your newsletter articles to 
admin@firstuuomaha.org by                    
Oct. 15 at noon. 
 
 

Women’s Studies Covenant Group 
Thursday, Oct. 15 at 1pm in the               
Merritt Lounge 
See page 4 for more information. 
 
Young Adult Night  
Friday, Oct. 16 at 7pm in the Common 
Room 
See page 4 for details.  
 
LGBTQ Community Meeting  
Saturday, Oct. 17 at 10:30am 
See page 17 for details.  
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, Oct. 17 at 3pm 
 
Memorial Gathering for Jack 
Loscutoff  
Saturday, Oct. 17 at 7pm in the     
Common Room 
 
Sarah Joslyn Lunch 
Sunday, Oct. 18 at 12:45pm in the 
Common Room 
 
People’s Film Festival 
Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 7pm in the                
Common Room 
See page 5 for more information.  
 
Heart & Hand Auction 
Friday, Oct. 23, 6-10pm 
See page 6 for information.  
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, Oct. 24 at 4pm  
 
Book Club 
Monday, Oct. 26 at 7pm in the Merritt 
Lounge 
See page 5 for more information.  
 

Exploring Humanistic Perspectives 

in Literature 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 7pm in the                   

Common Room 
See page 5 for details.  
 
Bible Study with the Parson  
Thursday, Oct. 29 at 7pm 
See page 5 for details.  

Recurring... 
 
Lunch with the Minister 
Thursdays at noon in the Common 
Room 
See page 3 for details.  
 
Pagans and Friends in                   
Recovery Group 
Sundays at 2pm in the Whitney Young 
Classroom 
See page 5 for details.  
 
Women’s Religious Studies Group  
Meets most Thursdays at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge  
See page 4 for information.  
 
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month after the service. See page 4.  
 
Dungeons & Dragons Group 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month after the service. See page 4.  
 
Choir  
Rehearses every Wednesday at 7pm in 
the Sanctuary  
 
YRUU  
Meets every Wednesday at 7pm in the 
Common Room 
 
Listening Circles 
Various dates/times. See the calendar 
online here: www.firstuuomaha.org/#!
calendar-month/c1yks. See page 5.  
 
 
 

Looking ahead… 
 
Celebration of ur Ministry Teams 
Nov. 1. See page 7. 
 
Women’s Alliance Bake Sale 
Nov. 22. See page 7. 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
Nov. 24. See page 8. 

Church Events  

http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!calendar-month/c1yks
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!calendar-month/c1yks
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First Unitarian Church of Omaha 
3114 Harney St.    
Omaha, NE 68131 

We affirm and promote seven principles: 

 

∙  The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

∙  Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

∙  Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

∙  A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

∙  The right of conscience and the use of democratic process within our congregations and in   

    society at large; 

∙  The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

∙  Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 

The living tradition we share draws from many sources: 

 

∙  Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which 

moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life; 

∙  Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront the powers 

and structures of evil with justice, compassion and the transforming power of love; 

∙ Wisdom from the world's religion which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life; 

∙  Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors as ourselves; 

∙  Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science and warn us again idolatries of 

the mind and spirit; 

∙  Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in                 

harmony with the rhythms of nature.  


