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Sunday, May 5 at 10:30am 
“Mothering God” 
Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
Traditional religion teaches about God as the Creator 
of humans. This morning we'll reverse this teaching 
and examine some ideas about humans as the creators 
of God. We'll also welcome a new little one with the 
first child dedication of the year and begin to say  
goodbye to Jan Wilson, our Director of Religious  
Education, whose last day will be May 12th. 
 
 
Sunday, May 12 at 10:30am 
Youth Service 
The youth in YRUU will present the worship service 
on Mothers Day, May 12 at First Unitarian Church. 
We are very proud to recognize the seniors who are 
graduating from high school as well as the Coming of 
Age students who have successfully completed their 
Coming of Age programs. The mentors and advisors 
of YRUU have been instrumental in leading these fine 
young people.    
 
 
Sunday, May 19 at 10:30am 
Annual Meeting  
The Annual Meeting will be held in place of the  
service. Please see pages 6-9 for more information.  
 
 
Sunday, May 26 at 10:30am 
“Cherish the Memories, Welcome the New” 
Rev. Sarah Voss  
In this morning’s service we will lift up the                          
importance of things, people, and ideas that have been 
important in our lives. In this morning’s sermon,                
Rev. Sarah Voss will offer a cis-centric, age-enhanced 
reflection on intersectionality, a new idea for some of 
us that challenges us all. 

Sunday Services   

Farewell to Jan, DRE 
 
Sunday, May 5th during coffee hour please help us 
celebrate and thank Jan Wilson, our Director of 
Religious Education. She is retiring after six years.  
We will have cake and a toast as we say thank you and 
goodbye. Jan’s last Sunday is May 12th, which will be 
the Sunday featuring our Youth Service. Please be 
sure to come to church both Sundays!  

Sunday Forums  
 
In May, we will have two forums: 
 
Sunday, May 5 at 9:30am in the Common Room. 
Led by Mary Kay Peters.  
To see, simply to look and to see, is an ethical act and 
intentional choice; to see, with open eyes, is a spiritual 
practice and thus a risk, for it can open you to ways of 
knowing the world and loving it that will lead to                 
inevitable consequences. The awakened eye is a                
conscious eye, a willful eye, and brave, because to see 
things as they are, each in its own truth, will make you 
very vulnerable. —The Rev Victoria Safford  
 
There is a type of curiosity that is about enjoyment and 
adventure. It invites us to experience life as a play-
ground. But there is another type of curiosity that leads 
to consequences, that changes us. This kind of                        
curiosity is about more than enjoyment. Indeed, it’s the 
kind that drives us past enjoyment and comfort. It’s not 
about enriching oneself; it’s about altering oneself. 
This is the type of curiosity we Unitarians                            
Universalists have fallen in love with—one might even 
say, put our “faith” in. Let us explore it together in this 
forum. 
 
 
Sunday, May 12 at 9:30am in the Common Room.  
Search Committee Q&A 
At this forum, past Search Committee members will 
answer questions about what being part of a  
Ministerial Search Committee is all about. The  
Ministerial Search Committee works together to find 
candidates for the future minister of the church. All are 
invited to attend this informational forum, especially 
those who are going to be on the Ministerial Search 
Committee ballot at our May 19th Annual Meeting. 
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Ministerial Musings from the Interim Minister 
By Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 
  
 
The Broken Chalice 
 
Upon the occasion of my ordination, my closest friend from seminary gave me a 
chalice. It was a beautiful old chalice carved out of stone. I loved it and for many 
years it sat in the middle of my dining room table. Micah and I would light it each 
time we sat down to dinner together. Then one day I walked into the dining room to 
discover it scattered in pieces all over the floor. One of the cats had knocked it off 
the table. I was upset and unsure what to do. Part of me wanted to throw it away  
because it was ruined. Part of me wanted to try to repair it. So, I gathered the pieces together and held onto them 
for a long time, waiting for the answer to come. I eventually decided to repair the chalice, though I was doubtful 
I had the expertise to do it well. It was a messy process. I got glue all over my hands which took days to get off.  
The pieces kept falling apart all over again when I didn’t hold them together long enough to bond. The glue 
oozed between the cracks and dried in big bubbles. And, it turned out, some of the pieces were missing. So now 
I have a chalice with all sorts of cracks and holes and chips. It is not aesthetically pleasing in any traditional 
sense or in the way I used to enjoy. But now, it is… real. It is authentic. It has a story to tell. It is no longer a 
beautiful object to be set out on display and enjoyed from a distance. I have struggled with it and grappled with 
it in putting it back together with my own hands and by recreating its meaning. And now, I am growing to love 
my chalice, even more than I did before. 
 
I’m sharing this story now because this month you will be coming together for your Annual Meeting and voting 
on a Congregational Covenant of Right Relations. My broken chalice reminds me of the struggles any                       
community of faith faces in terms of human relationships. We struggle. We grapple. We make mistakes. Our 
attempts to repair are often inept. The process is messy. And, in the end, the cracks and chips and holes are still 
there. But now, as a result of all that effort, the light shines through even better than it did before. 
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CommUUnity Night 
Friday, May 3 at 5:30pm in the  
Common Room. RE brings the main 
dish. This monthly potluck  
event is open to everyone. Bring 
games! Chit chat! Childcare is  
provided.  
 
Spaghetti Cook-Off: A Fundraiser 
for the Youth Group 
Saturday, May 4 at 6pm in the  
Common Room. Compete to see who 
has the best sauce! You bring your 
homemade sauce and YRUU will 
provide the pasta. See flyer on page 9. 
 
Young Adult Discussion Group 
Sunday, May 5 at  11:45am in the  
Whitney Young Classroom. This group                   
welcomes everyone ages 18-35 from 
all over the Omaha metro.  
Questions? Please email:  
youngadults@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
Transition Team Meetings at 
Church—You’re Invited! 
Various Meeting dates/times. Your 
input is wanted! Please see page 10 to 
find a time/date that works for you.  
We would like to hear from everyone 
about what you would like for the             
future of the church.  
 
CUUPS Beltaine Celebration 
Sunday, May 5 in the Common Room. 
Ritual will start at 6:30pm; arrive           
between 6 to 6:15pm. Beltaine is 
where May Day comes from. Come 
celebrate the start of summer with us. 
Potluck to follow and childcare will be 
provided. 
 
People's Film Festival 
Monday, May 6 at 7pm in the  
Common Room. We will watch   
Love v. Kentucky. Go behind-the-
scenes to witness how a Supreme 
Court case unfolds; the untold heated 
debate that led to Mary Bonauto argu-
ing in front of the nine Justices instead 
of anyone's first choice; and, meet the 
many plaintiffs who put their personal 
lives on public display so that others 
could lead a normal life.  
 
Breaking Bread for Believers 
Tuesday, May 7 at 6:30pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. Are you a  
Believer or a Christian in any form? 

This group is to share/express  
Christian beliefs. As Unitarians, ALL 
religious and spiritual paths should be 
considered equally valid and therefore 
need to be represented within our  
community. This group will give you a  
sanctuary to hold those spiritual beliefs 
close to your heart. We’re discussing  
Understanding the Bible: An  
Introduction for Skeptics, Seekers, and 
Religious Liberals by John Buehrens. 
This book is available at the UU 
Bookstore, Amazon, and on Kindle.  
If you need a copy or if you have  
questions, please contact Ben at  
bmwallace@gmail.com. Childcare is 
available.  
 
Compassionate Communication Group  
Meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm in the Common Room.  
Using Compassionate Communication 
developed by Marshall Rosenberg, 
PhD, we learn to connect with our-
selves and others with empathy and to 
act in greater harmony with our values. 
Learning to communicate more  
compassionately, like speaking a new 
language, takes practice. Contact  
Suzanne: nvcsuz@gmail.com for  
details.  
 
The 3F Book Bonanza Group 
Wednesday, May 8 at 7pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. Our May book is  
Future Home of the Living God by 
Louise Eldridge. If you have  
questions, please email:  
denise.allain@yahoo.com. 
 
Agnostics, Humanists & Atheists 
Group Event 
Thursday, May 9 at 7pm in the            
Common Room. Come at 6pm with 
your sack dinner and join us for social 
hour. AHA will sponsor a trial to              
discuss, debate, discourse, dispute, and 
otherwise deliberate upon Russell’s 
1927 essay “Why I am Not a Chris-
tian.” The famous British philosopher, 
mathematician and Nobel Prize                 
winner’s controversial essay will be 
under scrutiny from the audience. Is he 
a prophet or a charlatan? 
The Format: Several readers will read 
short excerpts from Russell’s essay in 
which he presents his arguments for 
non-theism. Following each excerpt, in 
true British Parliamentary Style, gen-

tle, friendly heckling will be allowed. 
People of all theological orientations 
are encouraged to attend as we put the 
“old curmudgeon” to the test.  
Questions? Contact 
AHA@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
WAYS TO HELP: Yes Meal Prep 
Friday, May 10 at 9:30am in the  
kitchen. Come help prepare a meal for 
the youth at YES. See page 13. 
 
Leadership Talk Back 
Sunday, May 12 at 11:30am in the 
Common Room. The MTC and the 
Church Board want to hear from you. 
Have questions? Suggestions? Please 
join your church leaders at a table in 
the Common Room during coffee. 
 
First Steps Class 
Sunday, May  12 at 11:45am in the 
Whitney Young Classroom. Join us for 
an introduction to First Unitarian 
Church and Unitarian Universalism. 
This session is run by Carrie, our  
membership coordinator. All are          
welcome to attend. See page 17 for 
more information.  
 
Women's Alliance 
Monday, May 13 in the Common 
Room. Socializing and beverages start 
at 6:15pm and dinner at 6:30pm. All 
who identify as women are invited to 
attend this gathering. This will be a 
Transition Team House Meeting—we 
will ask your input on the future minis-
ter of the church. We ask for a freewill 
donation of $15, which goes to the 
cost of food and the Merritt Education 
Fund. Please let us know if you are a 
first time attendee. Need childcare to 
join us? No problem! RSVP with your 
child’s name and age. RSVP FOR 
CHILDCARE NO LATER THAN 
May 1. PLEASE RSVP TO ATTEND 
NO LATER THAN May 5. Please 
RSVP via the Facebook event page or 
by EMAILING Denise Allain at  
denise.allain@yahoo.com. 
 
The Flame Newsletter Deadline 
May 15 at noon. Please send articles 
to the church office:  
admin@firstuuomaha.org 
 
 

More events on next page... 

Church Events  

mailto:youngadults@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:bmwallace@gmail.com
mailto:nvcsuz@gmail.com?subject=%20
mailto:denise.allain@yahoo.com
mailto:AHA@firstuuomaha.org?subject=AHA
mailto:denise.allain@yahoo.com
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org?subject=NEWSLETTER
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Women’s Religious Studies            
Covenant Group 
Thursday, May 16 at 1pm in the 
lounge. This group meets the 3rd 
Thursday of each month. Our book is 
On the Brink of Everything: Grace, 
Gravity, and Getting Old by Parker J 
Palmer. We welcome all self-identified 
women. If you’re interested, please 
contact Rae: raeb1@hotmail.com.   
 
Young Adult Game Night 
Friday, May 17 at 6pm in the  
Common Room. All are invited to join 
the Young Adults for this event. We 
will have childcare! Bring snacks and 
board games. Questions? Email: 
youngadults@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
Church Annual Meeting 
Sunday, May 19 at 10:30am. The  
Annual Meeting this year will take the 
place of a Sunday service. See page 6. 
 
People's Film Festival 
Monday, May 20 at 7pm in the             
Common Room. We will watch Hope 
Has a Name, an inspiring documentary 
about ordinary women bringing  
extraordinary hope in unlikely places. 
In urban America, the bush of Africa, 
the war zone of the Congo and in 
closed nations there are women who 
are living outside their own cultures, 
society and comfort level to care for 
orphans, build schools, liberate addicts, 
feed the poor and love the broken.  
 
Omaha Gives 2019! 
Wednesday, May 22—all day online. 
This is a 24-hour charitable online 
challenge to benefit metro-area non-
profits. YOU can participate in Omaha 
Gives with a minimum gift of only 
$10. Please help support the Midtown 
Helping Hands Team at First U. See 
page 15.  
 
“White Fragility” Book  
Discussion Group 
Thursdays, May 30, June 6, and June 
13 at 7pm in the Common Room. Join 
Rev. Michelle LaGrave as we discuss 
White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for 
White People to Talk About Racism by 
Robin DiAngelo. This book is  
available from the UU Bookstore,  
Amazon, and the Omaha Public  
Library.  

Recurring Events 
 
Women's Religious Studies Group  
This group meets every Thursday,          
except for the 3rd week of the month at 
1pm in the Merritt Lounge. Our book is 
Kings of Broken Things by Theodore 
Wheeler. This is a novel based on the 
1919 lynching which took place in 
Omaha. For questions, please contact 
Marcia at mkleise@cox.net. 
 
Dharma Chautauqua  
Every Thursday, 6pm to 7:30pm, in the 
Whitney Young Classroom. More info 
can be found online:  
dharmachautauqua.drycreekhost.net/.  
 
Bridge Group  
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 
month in the Conference Room at 
11:30am. Contact Scott Kemper at 
scott.kemper@gmail.com.  
 
YRUU (Youth Group)  
Meets every Wednesday at 7pm in the 
Common Room. For more info, contact 
Jan at DRE@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
Choir Rehearsals  
Every Wednesday at 7pm in the  
Sanctuary. For more info, email:  
choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
Parent’s Choice Listening Circle  
Meets the 2nd Sunday of the month at 
11:45am in the Merritt Lounge. For  
questions or to join, please contact  
Sarah Eades Hamilton (402-306-6339/ 
seades.hamilton@gmail.com).  
 
AHA Listening Circle--Open to new 
members!  
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 
11:45am in the Merritt Lounge.  In this 
group we will deepen our understand-
ing of our personal Atheist, Humanist, 
and Agnostic values through readings, 
listening and discussion which will 
help to enhance the Unitarian  
Universalist experience for those who 
attend. Please contact 
AHA@firstuuomaha.org with  
questions.  
 
 
 
 
 

Future Events 
 
New Member Celebration 
Sunday, June 2 during coffee hour.  
At least once a year, we celebrate all of 
our new members with cake and  
fellowship. Come join us on June 2nd! 
Interested in becoming a member? 
Have questions? Contact Carrie at  
coordinator@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Baby Shower for the Emans 
Sunday, June 2 at 1pm in the Common 
Room. Help us celebrate the new  
addition to Jessica & Taylor’s home. 
More info will be shared soon! 
 
Book Club 
Monday, June 3 at 7pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. Our book  selection is 
The Kings of Broken Things by Ted 
Wheeler. Note: We will NOT meet in 
May. Questions? Contact Dave at  
drichardson821@gmail.com.  
 
A Celebration of a Significant 
Church Artifact: Our 1898 Quilt  
June 8-9 at church. See page 14 for 
more information. 
 
Save the Date: The 2019 Pride 
Parade & Festival is scheduled for    
Saturday, June 29 this year.  Please go 
to "2019 Pride Parade & Festival"  on 
Facebook for more information. The 
parade will be held in Omaha this year 
and not Council Bluffs. We hope to 
have a vehicle or float this year in line 
with the theme of the day, the 50th  
Anniversary of Stonewall. We would 
like everyone who wishes to participate 
in the parade be able to do so this year.  
More information to come.   
Interested? Please email Peg at 
sjconnect@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Heritage Event: Revival of Newton 
Mann Superstar Musical 
Saturday, August 24 at 6pm. Save the 
date! This event will feature UU actors 
and musicians. Help us celebrate the 
150th anniversary of our                       
congregation and enjoy the show!  
More info to come next month.  
 
 
See page 13 for Heart & Hand          
Auction Events and Ways You Can 
Help and Get Involved at Church! 

Church Events  

mailto:raeb1@hotmail.com
mailto:youngadults@firstuuomaha.org
https://www.uuabookstore.org/White-Fragility-P18343.aspx
mailto:mkleise@cox.net
dharmachautauqua.drycreekhost.net/
mailto:scott.kemper@gmail.com
mailto:DRE@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:seades.hamilton@gmail.com
mailto:AHA@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org?subject=Membership%20
mailto:drichardson821@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/275268416636360/
mailto:sjconnect@firstuuomaha.org
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ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE   
 
 
 
Dear Church Members,         
  
The 150th Annual Congregational Meeting of First Unitarian Church of Omaha will take place 
at the church on Sunday, May 19 at 10:30am. (The meeting will take the place of the service that 
Sunday.) 
  
Eligible voting members* of the church will adopt an operating budget for the 2019-2020 church 
year; elect a President-elect, members of the Board of Trustees, a Trustee of the Trust Fund, Right 
Relations Committee members, and Nominating Committee members; hear select reports from church 
leaders; and vote on important items on the agenda including a vote on the proposed Right Relations 
Covenant (see page 9). We will vote on the proposed Slate from the Nominating Committee—please 
find the Slate of Nominees on page 7. The ballot information for the Ministerial Search  
Committee is on page 8. Selections for the Search Committee will be determined at the meeting. Also, 
we will reveal our Unitarian of the Year!  
 
The Board of Trustees will host coffee hour following the 10:30 a.m. meeting and provide snacks and 
drinks. Childcare will be provided. We encourage all members to attend this important church event. 
  
If you are not able to attend this meeting in person and would like to view it online, please contact the 
church office (admin@firstuuomaha.org) by Tuesday, May 7th to let us know. We will attempt to 
stream the annual meeting online for those who cannot attend in person. Please note: our streaming 
process still faces some technical challenges, and we cannot guarantee that it will work perfectly. We 
will not stream the meeting unless we have church members who have notified the church office that 
they need the meeting streamed online.   
  
  
*Individuals are eligible to vote who have been members of the church for at least three months and 
have made a financial contribution in their name to the church between April 19, 2018 and April 19, 
2019. 
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Board of Trustees 
First Unitarian Church of Omaha   
  
 
Note: This letter was sent to all church members on April 12th. Enclosed with the letter was the slate 
of nominees, the ministerial search committee ballot information, and the Right Relations Covenant. 
You can view these items in this newsletter on the following pages.  
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Proposed Slate of Nominees for the Annual Meeting 
 
 

Board of Trustees: 
 

Sarah Copeland (2 years) 
Harold Cruz (3 years) 
Peg Pidgeon (2 years) 

Bill Tull (3 years) 
 
 

President Elect: 
 

Sharon Piehler 
 
 
 

Right Relations: 
 

Della Bynum (1 year) 
Carol Cronin (2 years) 

Mark Loscutoff (1 year) 
Sarah Voss (2 years) 

 
 
 

Nominating Committee: 
 

Nellie Chenoweth (3 years)  
Mike McAtee (3 years) 

Carolyn McNamara (2 years) 
 
 
 

Capital Trust: 
 

Christopher Schmidt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominating Committee:  
Alan Vovolka - convener, Kate Godfrey, Kathi Oliver, Carol Ramsey, Marie Sedlacek, and Ben Wallace 
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Search Committee Ballot Information 
 
 
In January, the Board participated in a Preparing for Ministerial Search Process Workshop with Rev. Oscar 
Sinclair, from the Lincoln Unitarian Church. In March, Board members called all church members and 
asked them to share names of respected church members they would like to see appointed to the Ministerial 
Search Team. Below, listed alphabetically, is the final list of names as they will appear on the ballot at the 
Annual Meeting. The names listed represent those who had the highest number of nominations, as per the 
recommended process 
 
Process: The voting will happen at the congregational meeting on Sunday, May 19. Neither  
self- nominations nor nominations from the floor will be considered at that meeting. At the end of the  
Annual Meeting the Board will meet in executive session and count the ballots. The top four will be  
automatically selected. The Board will then appoint three others from the remaining names on the ballot.  
The appointments are important. The Search Committee should not be composed of just the seven 
beloved elders of the congregation. The broader the demographic the better, especially in regards to age, 
gender, race/ethnicity, and sexual orientation.  
 
Later this month, the people listed below will have their photos and information up in the art gallery space 
in the Common Room for you to review.  
 
 
The List of Nominees 
  
Eddith Buis 
Diana Byrd 
Kim Dunovan 
Jessica Eman 
Kate Godfrey 
Mark Loscutoff  
Lita Magisana 
Michael McAtee 
Sarah Monaghan 
Linda Parker 
Mary Kay Peters 
David Richardson 
Jack Round 
Klyde Warren 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Trustees wants to thank church members who took the time to discuss nominees for the Search  
Committee on the phone and in person. Please see the article about the ministerial search process in the  
February 2019 issue of The Flame for more information about the process.  

Here’s the link to the February Flame:  
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/6ac81d_e8006d9cb6e54d10bc76ca10da5e4476.pdf  (pages 8-11). 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/6ac81d_e8006d9cb6e54d10bc76ca10da5e4476.pdf
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Proposed Covenant of Right Relations (revised) 
 
We, the congregation of First Unitarian Church of Omaha, covenant together: 
 
To create a religious community where we can freely explore our values and foster diversity as a source of  
communal strength. 
 
To build healthy relationships, seeking to understand each other and respect our differences. 
 
To listen deeply and endeavor to communicate directly, honestly, and compassionately, particularly when we are 
in conflict. 
 
To do our best to make amends when we have hurt each other, even unintentionally, to learn from our mistakes, 
to forgive, and to reconnect in a spirit of understanding and commitment. 
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One Last Note from Jan Wilson, Director of Religious Education 
 
It has been such a joy to be your Director of Religious Education these past six years. I have found a true                        
community among all of you. As you are probably aware, it is necessary for both the new DRE and the                      
congregation for me to step back from the church for a year. I thoroughly understand the need for this, and                
indeed, it is a strong recommendation in all UU congregations. Nevertheless, I will always consider myself a part 
of First Unitarian Church of Omaha. 
 
I want to thank you, every one of you, for your enthusiastic support of our liberal religious goals. We are diverse 
in our thinking and our methods and our participation, but we are united in wanting to stand for the very best for 
our care of each other and the planet that supports us.  
  
I have been inspired by your dedication. I have been energized by your songs. I have been comforted by your 
hugs. I have found our community to be a loving, nurturing environment for myself as your DRE and I hope you 
have felt the same. I wish you joy in the transition and strength to support a new era in religious education. 
 
Respectfully Yours, 
Jan  

Transition Team Meetings—You Are Invited to Take Part! 
 

The First Unitarian Transition Team is charged with helping to discern who we are and 
who we want to become as a congregation as part of the search for a settled minister. To 
do this we will be hosting a series of meetings both at church and in some homes over the 
next few weeks. Your ideas and hopes for our church in the next few years will help the 
Search Committee provide a clearer picture of our church community for ourselves and 
for prospective ministers. Because this is such an important part of our search for a new             
minister, we encourage you to please check your calendars and plan to attend one of these 
meetings.  Home meeting dates/times are pending.  
 
Remaining dates scheduled for the church meetings: 

  
Sunday, April 28, 9am to 10:15am in the Whitney Young Room 
   
Sunday, May 5, 9am to 10:15am in the Whitney Young Room  
 
Sunday, May 5, 12pm to 1pm in the Merritt Lounge  
 
Monday, May 13 during the Women’s Alliance Meeting  
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Library Lady  (aka Linda Parker) 

 
Changes are “purr-ing” along in the library and archives of First Unitarian Church.    
The Library Lady is reviewing the book collection and recommending updates. The  
library will move into the digital age with the purchase of an e-reader and purchase of 
more contemporary books from the Beacon Press and Skinner House, the publishers of 
Unitarian Universalist titles. Dust bunnies and moldy books will be sent to remote  
storage in the sky. Our important documents, such as our Articles of Organization, will 
be housed in acid-free storage containers in order to preserve the documents for the  
future. This column will alert you to the changes and describe items in the library and the archives. Traditional 
book reviews, musings about Unitarian/Universalist resources, guidelines for donations, and calls for volunteers 
will appear in this column.   
 
 
 

Finance Matters 
By Walt Jesteadt, Church Treasurer  
 
In the past, the annual dues we paid to the Unitarian Universalist Association and to our local district were based on 
the number of church members we reported to the UUA each February. At a cost of $86 per member, there was an 
incentive for us to look closely at the membership list and to notify those who were no longer active that we were 
considering terminating their membership. No matter how carefully those letters were written, they could not help 
but sound negative. Churches with more liberal definitions of membership were asked to pay more and were 
viewed as not being fully supportive of the UUA if they were unable to do so. Separate payments to the UUA and 
the local district meant that churches who could not afford to pay full dues to both might decide that one was more 
important than the other. 
 
Fortunately, the UUA has adopted a better approach. We are now being asked to make a single payment to the 
UUA, which then provides support for the local district, and the amount we are being asked to pay is based on a 
percentage of our total budget rather than on the number of members that we have. This is the same system used 
locally by OTOC. Our OTOC dues are half of 1% of our total budget. For the UUA, the dues are now 6.75% of last 
year’s budget, not including capital expenditures. The percentage was chosen so that most churches would be asked 
to pay about the same amount as the year before. We paid $20,984 this year based on membership and will be 
asked to pay $21,061 next year, based on budget. 
 
This give us more flexibility when thinking about membership. There will now be no difference to the church in the 
cost of a member versus a friend. Some long-term friends may wish to become members. There are still good                                

reasons to keep membership rolls current, but when in doubt it will make sense to keep people on the official                
membership list for another year rather than sending them a negative letter. 



  

 

Hope in Action  
Our church believes in community, and 
that is what Hope in Action, a sub-team of 
the Caring Team, is all about. Any one of 
us might need assistance, and we want to 
make it easier for you to ask for support 
and easier for you to offer support when 
others are in need. 
 
WHO IS SERVED? 
Church members, friends, regular                   
attendees and their spouses are eligible  
for assistance from Hope in Action. 
 
WHO CAN HELP? 
Everyone! Hope in Action is an                     
opportunity for everyone in our church 
community to support each other by  
sharing knowledge, skills and resources.  
Hope in Action will use church                     
communications, including the enews, to 
let our church community know when help 
is needed to respond to a request for  
support. And we will report back to the 
church community about how we were able 
to respond. All communication will be 
done in a manner that maintains the degree 
of confidentiality requested by the person                  
seeking assistance. 
 
WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE                      
EXPECTED? 
Hope in Action is there when people are 
dealing with a medical problem, need 
transportation or help around the house, 
can use assistance with referrals to social 
service agencies or just need someone to 
talk to about the ups and downs of life. Our 
response will vary depending on the type 
of support that is needed in our church 
community and what resources we have 
available. Although Hope in Action is not 
able to respond to emergencies, short-term 
financial assistance may be available for 
lodging, food, clothing, medication,  
transportation and utilities. Financial  
disbursements are not made directly to the 
person making the request for assistance.  
 
HOW TO ASK FOR SUPPORT 
Requests for assistance must be made 
 directly by the person needing help. Hope 
in Action does not respond to any  
anonymous or third-party requests for  
assistance. Here are the ways you can ask 
for support from Hope in Action.  
You may send an email to                                          
hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org or use the 
Hope in Action link on the church website. 
Or, you may simply complete a Caring 

Card, located in the church pews and place 
it in the offering plate.  
 
WHO DECIDES WHAT SUPPORT 
WILL BE OFFERED? 
Hope in Action will use a team              
approach, so at least three members of 
Hope in Action must participate in          
determining the nature of the response.  
  

 

CHANGE FOR 
CHANGE 
Each week generous people put change in 
the collection plate. This change goes to 
the Sunday School kids who decide what to 
do with the money. In the past they have 
helped Community Meals and International 
Bridges for Justice. The kids are now  
donating this change to the Neighborhood 
Ministry Team, which purchases bus 
tickets and food cards and gives out  
blessing bags to people who come to the 
church door from our area. Your change 
makes a difference! Thank you for your  
generosity! 

 
 

SHARE THE PLATE 
Each month one-half of the loose currency 
collected in the offering plate is donated to 
a local cause that advances important        
principles of Unitarianism. 
Our Share the Plate recipient for May is 
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays), the United States' 
largest organization for parents, families, 
friends, and allies united with people who 
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer (LGBTQ). By meeting people where 
they are and collaborating with others, 
PFLAG realizes its vision through:  
- Support for families, allies and people 
who are LGBTQ - Education for ourselves 
and others about the unique issues and 
challenges facing people who are LGBTQ- 
Advocacy in our communities to change 
attitudes and create policies and laws that 
achieve full equality for people who are 
LGBTQ. For more information, please  
visit: http://www.pflag-omaha.org/.  
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Church Parking  
Information 
Parking is directly west of the church 
in the surface parking lot or on the 
street. We want to save the surface lot 
for those who need to park closer. You 
may park in the Midtown Crossing 
Parking Garage to the west of the 
church lot. The entrance to the parking 
garage is on Farnam Street. Have your 
ticket validated downstairs in the  
Common Room. Please have your  
ticket validated for free parking— 
with validation you receive FREE 
PARKING for the ENTIRE day. 
Questions? Email the church office 
at admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
See more info at our website here: 
www.firstuuomaha.org/directions 
 
 

Heart & Hand  
Auction Update 
By Donna Neff 
 
Auction donors and buyers: Has your 
generous donation or purchase of a 
service/event at the auction last  
October been scheduled and used? If 
not, please make a plan to do so soon.  
Items not used by the next auction are 
considered closed. Most group events 
are already on the calendar, but  
unscheduled services/events may get 
forgotten in busy days. Thank you! 
 
Auction $$ outcome: We bill post  
auction, first by email than by mail 
quarterly. To date, payments are 
$13,522 plus raffle/cash bar/donations 
of $298; total $13,820.  $1875 (12% of 
purchases) are unpaid, larger than  
previous years. If you have an unpaid  
auction bill, partial or full payment to 
support the church and honor donors 
would be much appreciated. 
 
Upcoming Auction events: Check the 
enews, the next page of this newsletter, 
or the Auction tab on the church  
website for events with open seats and 
come join the fun! Email  
auction@firstuuomaha.org if online 
sign-up too much hassle. 

mailto:hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.pflag-omaha.org/
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/directions
mailto:auction@firstuuomaha.org
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Ways You Can Get Involved   
 
YES Meal Prep: Volunteers and Donations 
Friday, May 10 at 9:30am in the Kitchen. 
We will serve hamburgers, tater tots, and fruit. 
We won’t be collecting anything this month.  
Every month Kim and her team prepare a meal 
for Youth Emergency Services (YES). See this 
website for more info: www.yesomaha.org. 
Want to help Kim? Email  
kjcallaghan@hotmail.com.  
 
Caring Drivers 
We are still looking for caring drivers—church 
friends and members who could drive a church 
member to church. For safety reasons, we will 
limit this effort to church members and frequent 
visitors; we will not ask anyone to pick up 
strangers to the congregation. We will ask those 
requesting a ride to church to call by Saturday, 
so that there are no last-minute requests. If you 
need more information or have questions,            
contact Louise at  louisekjeffrey@hotmail.com. 
 
Omaha Together One Community (OTOC) 
Environmental Sustainability Action Team 
Concerned about the environment? Concerned 
about climate change? Looking for a way to 
influence policy makers? Then, come to the 
next meeting of OTOC’s Environmental  
Sustainability Action Team. The goal of this 
team is to take better care of our environment 
thru advocacy. If you want to begin your  
advocacy journey, then please join us at our 
next meeting on Thursday, May 2 at  
7pm at First United Methodist Church, 7020 
Cass Street, Room 111. Subsequent meetings 
are always on the first Thursday of each month 
at the same location and time (7pm at First 
United Methodist Church). Please email Laurie 
Gift at tothegifts@cox.net with questions or for 
more information. 
 
The 2019 Pride Parade & Festival is              
scheduled for Saturday, June 29 this year.  
Please go to "2019 Pride Parade & Festival"   
on Facebook for more information. The parade 
will be held in Omaha this year and not Council 
Bluffs. We hope to have a vehicle or float this 
year in line with the theme of the day, the 50th  
Anniversary of Stonewall. We’d like everyone 
who wishes to participate in the parade be able 
to do so this year. More information to come.  
Interested? Please email Peg at 
sjconnect@firstuuomaha.org. 

Heart & Hand Auction Events with 
Open Seats 
 
Want to support the church AND be entertained? Come to 
an auction event! Email auction@firstuuomaha.org to  
sign-up, and get details online at the auction website 
(click here). If finances are a challenge, email                                 
auction@firstuuomaha.org or call 402-916-9741 to arrange  
a guest seat. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Church Chicks Brunch 
Saturday, May 4 at 11am at Jackie Anderegg’s Home. Cost 
is $25/person. All church women (chicks, spring chickens 
and us older hens) and their friends are invited to a spring 
champagne brunch—quiches, waffles, pastries of all kinds,                
delicious treats, fun females, cuteness of all kinds, and a 
chance to rub shoulders with other church women! 
 
Monarch Seed-ball Party 
Sunday, May 5 at 2pm at Nancy Scott’s Home. Cost is $20/
person. Join us as we make milkweed seed balls from soil 
and clay with milkweed seed and nectar flowers inside the 
seed balls. The seed balls will be distributed to bicycle riders 
at RAGBRAI in 2019. This event is family-friendly! 
 
Dueling Sopranos 
Saturday, May 18 at 7pm at church. Cost: $20/sear. Enjoy a 
wonderful concert of funny, romantic and thrilling classical 
selections by three UU vocal sopranos: Peg Pidgeon, Marie 
Sedlacek, and Katrina Schmidt, orchestral soprano, Nolan 
Devries on violin, and accompanied by pianist Victory         
Sedlacek. Reception to follow. Babysitting by request with 
RSVP. Not to be missed! 
 
 
 

https://www.firstuuomaha.org/help
http://www.yesomaha.org/
mailto:kjcallaghan@hotmail.com
mailto:louisekjeffrey@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/275268416636360/
mailto:sjconnect@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:auction@firstuuomaha.org
https://www.auctria.com/Az/415cb61d-f71d-4371-9e56-c8a3cd789896/Event/Index?page=04cbdae6-0684-4f5c-8da6-cc96c29f0da0&initial_state=~(ac01a7d4-2b14-4686-8b24-a36401437e86~(page~0~group~'All~category~'))
mailto:auction@firstuuomaha.org
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"A Celebration of a Significant Church Artifact:  
Our 1898 Quilt, Plus a New Addition to Our Church Artifacts" 
Save the Weekend: June 8-9! 
 
On Saturday and Sunday, June 8-9 in the church sanctuary, we will display the 1898 Quilt which was constructed 
as a fundraiser by the Women's Alliance 121 years ago. The quilt was recovered and restored in 2013. The quilt is 
constructed of squares purchased by members and local businesses in 1898. The squares bear the names of  
famous church members such as Sarah and George Joslyn, Reverend Newton Mann and Rowena Morse, in  
addition to local businesses of the period. The quilt is a remarkable record of late 19th century Omaha commerce 
and culture.   
 
The quilt currently hangs in the International Quilt Museum in Lincoln, Nebraska. As part of our Heritage  
Celebration, the Quilt Museum has allowed us to display it on the weekend of June 8-9 in our sanctuary.  The 
quilt will hang in the sanctuary from 2pm - 4pm on Saturday, June 8 for public viewing. The 1898 quilt will  
also be joined by a recently constructed 2019 quilt which is a contemporary replica featuring squares signed by 
current members. This quilt was also created by the Women's Alliance members Barb Dewell and Nancy Scott.  
A reception and slide show in the Common Room will provide a closer look at the names on the quilt. On Sunday, 
June 9, the quilt will be  displayed during our Sunday service. 
       
For more information about the quilt, please visit: http://nathankramer.com/UU/Archive/quilt/Default.htm. 
Be sure to read about the quilt in this UU World article from 2013:  
www.uuworld.org/articles/nebraska-quilt-time-capsule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Nathan Kramer  

 

http://nathankramer.com/UU/Archive/quilt/Default.htm
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/nebraska-quilt-time-capsule
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https://www.omahagives.org/index.php?section=organizations&action=overview&fwID=1540
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General Assembly 2019 
 
General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). Attendees  
worship, witness, learn, connect, and make policy for the Association through democratic process. 
 
Dates: June 19-23, 2019 
Place: Spokane, WA 
 
Overview: The Power of We 

In a time of great challenge and heartbreak in our world, what does our faith demand from us? At this year’s                
General Assembly we will explore the power, possibility, purpose, struggle and joy of finding the path  
forward together as Unitarian Universalists.  Join us as we work for collective liberation inside and outside our faith.  
 
Learn more about GA, here: www.uua.org/ga. 
 
 

 
Midwest Leadership School 
 
Dates: July 14-20, 2019 
Place:  Luther College—Decorah, IA 
 
Part of the Unitarian Universalist Association’s nationwide network of leadership schools, MidWest  
Leadership School is a week-long intensive program in leadership and group dynamics. Led by lay and  
ordained staff with a deep understanding of UU congregations, MWLS develops both youth and adults into  
congregational leaders, provides leadership tools and skills, and deepens Unitarian Universalist identity. 
This is an extremely intense week of workshops, discussions, intimate small groups, worship preparation,  
personal theological exploration and growth. 
 
Learn more here: www.mwls.org 
 
 

 
Church Bike Rack  
 
As the weather improves, people are riding their bikes 
to church. You may not realize it, but we have a bike 
rack in the back of the church building—on the north 
side by the back door. It’s been there for a few years. 
The good news is that our security camera has a view 
of the backdoor and the bike rack. Last summer, our 
church installed an A/C unit for the nursery and down-
stairs classroom. The A/C unit was placed in between 
the rack bars. You can still lock your bike there, but it 
will have to be on the outside of the bars. There is also 
that stairwell railing next to the rack which one could 
use. The Ministry Team Council has discussed other 
locations for a bike rack. We will keep you informed! 
If you have any questions or ideas, please contact the 
MTC at MTC@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
 

mailto:MTC@firstuuomaha.org
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Are You Thinking about Becoming a Member?  
 
Have you been tossing the idea around for a while, but weren’t sure it was the right time? Do you want to 
be involved in the future of the church and our ministerial search?  
 
Now is the time! Our Search Committee is gearing up to look for our settled minister and in order to be able to 
give your (very important) input you need to be a member of the church.  
 
Becoming a member is very easy. Contact Carrie Helmberger, Membership Coordinator at  
coordinator@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Set up a time with Carrie to: 
-Go over the membership packet 
-Make a pledge of record 
-Sign the book (either as part of a church service or in private) 
 
Still not sure about joining? That’s okay! Maybe you’d like to attend one of our classes: 
 
First Steps 
This group meets at 11:45am in the Whitney Young Room (downstairs classroom) on Sundays 5/12 & 6/30. 
Gather by the visitors’ table or come to the Whitney Young Room. You are invited to join us as we gather  
together to get acquainted with the basics of Unitarian Universalism and our vibrant community. There are many 
ways to connect with the church and we look forward to discussing the unique opportunities offered by First 
Unitarian Church of Omaha. (This is a one-time class—choose the meeting date that works for you.) 
 
Pathways 
This class has five consecutive Sunday sessions at 11:45am in the Whitney Young Room (downstairs  
classroom). Dates for the next session will be announced.  
 
This class explores who we are and what we believe, and provides opportunities for members of our  
congregation to share with newcomers what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist. Pathways gives newcomers 
a chance to examine their own personal stories in light of our Unitarian Universalist tradition and heritage. 
Whether you are new to the church, or have been coming for a while, this is a great opportunity to learn more 
about this community.  
 
As always, if you need anything, please feel free to contact Carrie at coordinator@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Look forward to seeing you at church! 
Carrie 
 
 
 
  

mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org?subject=class%20
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Meet Our Leaders 

 

Interim Minister 
Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
minister@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Director of Religious                    
Education 
Jan Wilson 
dre@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Carrie Helmberger 
coordinator@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Church Administrator 
Catharine Dixon 
admin@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Sanctuary Singers Director 
William Miller  
choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org  
 
Organist 
Pat Will 
 
Sanctuary Singers Accompanist 
J. Gawf  
 
EMR Director 
Stan Harper 
 
Minister Emeriti 
Ronald Knapp 
Frank Rivas 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
Andrea Laudi  
childcare@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Custodian 
Bobby Medrano 
 
 

 
 

 

THE FLAME 
Deadlines are the 15th of each month. 
Word limit: 200. Send submissions to                             
admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
 

Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon 
Proofers:   
Barb Henney, Scott Kemper,  
Lois Norris, Debbie Hunsberger 
Flame Mailing Team:                              
Debbie Hunsberger, Lois Norris,                                  
Linda Hruska, Kim Callaghan  
                 
 
 
 
 

Board Members 
Maria Wallace (President), Joe Schaaf (President-Elect), Catherine Plumlee (Secretary), 
Sharon Piehler, Floyd Prine, Carol Ramsey, Tom Seguin, Donna Tubach Davis                                       
Email:  board@firstuuomaha.org  
 
Trustees of the Capital Trust 
Ellen Shurson (2019), Daniel Byrd (2020), Bob Hess (2021) 
 
Ministry Team Council 
Dave Richardson, Joe Schaaf,  Katie Zimmer, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
Email:  mtc@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Nominating Committee 
Kate Godfrey, Kathi Oliver, Carol Ramsey, Marie Sedlacek, Ben Wallace 
 
Right Relations Committee 
Della Byum, Carol Cronin, Nadine Keith, Mark Loscutoff, Tom Seguin (board liaison) 
 
Transition Team  
Kathy Alexander, Skip Ciulla, Carol Cronin, Kay Lynn Goldner, John Hruska,  
Marcia Leise, Klyde Warren  
 
Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 
AHA—Sheri Conner  
Archives—Linda Parker  
Baby Welcoming Team—Becca Hatcher, Katrina Schmidt, & Sara Switzer  
Black Lives Matter—Rene Harper   
Caring—Louise Jeffrey     
Chalice Guild—Kay Lynn Goldner 
CUUPS—Steve Switzer  
Early Morning Risers—Mary Kay Peters & Sarah Copeland  
Fellowship Team—Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth 
Finance Team—Walt Jesteadt  
Garden—Sharon Conlon  
Governance—Kim Dunovan  
Fundraising Team—Donna Neff & Katrina Schmidt  
Hope in Action—Kim Dunovan  
Hospitality Teams—Carolyn McNamara 
House and Grounds Team—open  
Listening Circles—Katrina Schmidt  
Membership Team—Mike McAtee   
Midtown Helping Hands—open 
Office Team—Carolyn McNamara  
Omaha Together One Community—Laurie Gift  
Partner Church Team—Dave Olson  
Recycling Coordinators—Dave & Evy Rosser 
Right Relations—Nadine Keith 
Social Justice Coordinator—Peg Pidgeon 
Soul Matters—Michael McAtee 
Stewardship Team—Mary Kay Peters & Peg Pidgeon  
Wayside Pulpiteer—Kim Dunovan   
Women’s Alliance—Catherine Plumlee  
Worship Arts Team—Denise Allain  
Young Adult Group—Taylor & Jessica Eman  
YRUU—Jessica & Taylor Eman & Tom Seguin  

 

 
First Unitarian Church of Omaha 

www.firstuuomaha.org 
402-345-3039 

mailto:minister@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:childcare@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:board@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:mtc@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org
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Church Events  

CommUUnity Night: 
Farewell to Jan, DRE 
Friday, May 3 at 5:30pm in the             
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
Spaghetti Cook-Off:  
YRUU Fundraiser 
Saturday, May 4 at 6pm in the                         
Common Room. See page 9. 
 
Young Adult Discussion Group 
Sunday, May 5 at 11:45am in the   
WY Classroom. See page 4. 
 
Transition Team Meetings 
Various dates/times. See page 10. 
 
CUUPS: Beltane 
Sunday, May 5 at 6:30pm in the           
Common Room. See page 4.  
 
People's Film Festival 
Monday, May 6 at 7pm in the  
Common Room. See page 4.  
 
Breaking Bread for Believers 
Tuesday, May 7 at 6:30pm in the                
Merritt Lounge. See page 4.  
 
Compassionate Communication Group  
Tuesdays, May 7 & May 21 at 7pm in 
the Common Room. See page 4. 
 
3F Book Bonanza Group 
Wednesday, May 8 at 7pm in the                
Merritt Lounge. See page 4. 
 
AHA Group Event 
Thursday, May 9 at 7pm in the                
Common Room. See page 4 
.  
WAYS TO HELP: Yes Meal Prep 
Friday, May 10 at 9:30am in the              
kitchen. See page 13. 
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, May 11 at 2:30pm. 
 
Leadership Talk Back 
Sunday, May 12 at 11:30am in the 
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
First Steps Class 
Sunday, May 12 at 11:45am in the  
Whitney Young Room. See page 17. 
  
Women's Alliance 
Monday, May 13 at 6:15pm in the  
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
 

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, May 14 at 6pm in the              
Common Room.  
 
The Flame Newsletter Deadline 
May 15 at noon. Send articles to the 
church office:  
admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Women’s Religious Studies            
Covenant Group 
Thursday, May 16 at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. See page 5. 
 
Young Adult Game Night 
Friday, May 17 at 6pm in the          
Common Room. See page 5. 
 
Church Annual Meeting 
Sunday, May 19 at 10:30am.  
See pages 6-9. The meeting will take 
the place of the Sunday service.  
 
People’s Film Festival 
Monday, May 20 at 7pm in the  
Common Room. See page 5. 
 
Omaha Gives 2019! 
Wednesday, May 22—all day online. 
See flyer on page 15. 
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, May 25 at 3:00pm. 
 
“White Fragility” Book Discussion 
Group Led by Rev. Michelle 
Thursdays, May 30, June 6, and June 
13 at 7pm in the Common Room.  
See page 5. 
 
H&H Auction Events 
Various dates and some meet offsite. 
See page 13 for more information.  
 
Recurring… 
  
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month. See page 5.   
 
Parent’s Choice Listening Circle 
Meets the 2nd Sunday of the month.   
See page 5.  
 
AHA Listening Circle 
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month.  
See page 5. 
 
YRUU (Youth Group) Meetings 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Common 
Room.   

Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 
 
Women’s Religious Studies Group  
Meets most Thursdays at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. See page 5.  
 
Dharma Chautauqua   
Every Thursday, 6pm to 7:30pm in the 
Whitney Young Classroom. See page 5.  
  
Soul Matters Small Groups 
Various meeting dates. See here: 
www.firstuuomaha.org/soulmatters 
 
 
Future Events…  
 
New Member Celebration 
Sunday, June 2 during coffee hour.  
See page 5.  
 
Baby Shower for the Emans 
Sunday, June 2 at 1pm in the Common 
Room. See page 5. 
 
Book Club 
Monday, June 3 at 7pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. See page 5.  
 
A Celebration of a Significant 
Church Artifact: Our 1898 Quilt  
June 8-9 at church. See page 14 for 
more information. 
 
2019 Pride Parade & Festival 
Saturday, June 29, offsite. See page 5. 
  
Heritage Event: Revival of Newton 
Mann Superstar Musical 
Saturday, August 24 at 6pm.  
See page 5. 
 
 
———————————————— 
Social Media & First U 
Find our public Facebook page here:  
www.facebook.com/firstuuomaha/ 
 
Find us on Twitter here: 
@FirstUUOmaha 
 
Be sure to like the church and follow 
us!  
———————————————— 
 

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org?subject=NEWSLETTER
https://www.firstuuomaha.org/soulmatters
https://www.facebook.com/firstuuomaha/
https://twitter.com/firstuuomaha


  

 

 
 
 
 
 

First Unitarian Church of Omaha 
3114 Harney St.    
Omaha, NE 68131 

www.firstuuomaha.org  

ANNUAL MEETING  

 
The 150th Annual Congregational Meeting of First Unitarian 
Church of Omaha will take place at the church on  
Sunday, May 19 at 10:30am in the Sanctuary. 
**The meeting will take the place of the service that Sunday.** 
 
See pages 6-9 in this newsletter for more information about this                           
important event.  


