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Meet Our Leaders 
Staff 

Minister 
Frank Rivas 
minister@firstuuomaha.org 

Director of Religious                    

Education 
Jan Wilson 
dre@firstuuomaha.org 

Office Administrator 
Catharine Dixon 
admin@firstuuomaha.org 

Organist 
Pat Will 

Choir Director 
Bob McMeen 

Nursery Aide 
Jackie Dross 

Custodian 
Bobby Medrano 

Early Service Pianist 
Stan Harper 
Choir Accompanists 
Reuline Nightingale 
Keith Hart 

Minister Emeritus 
Ronald Knapp 

 

 

Nominating Committee 

Mary Bort, Abby Cape, Nadine 

Keith, Joe Schaaf, Dave Olson, 

Kim Callaghan 

 
Board meetings are held the 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
and are open to all members. 

 

THE FLAME 
Deadlines are the 15th of each 
month. Word limit: 200.                
Send your  submissions to                                      
admin@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon 
Proofers: Cyndi Nather, Lana 
Hammel, Scott Kemper 
  
Flame Mailing Team:                              

Evelyn Whitehill, Shelton 

Hendricks, Howard Bolton,                                

Kim Callaghan  
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Board Members 

Louise Jeffrey (President), Dean Christensen, Sheri Conner,                 
Lynette Ryder, Jack Round (President-Elect), Ron Withem,                            
Cy Leise, Jack Heidel  

board@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Trustees of the Capital Trust 

Tim Duggan (2016), Sandy Host (2015), Steven Hutchinson (2017) 

Committee on Ministry  

Jaime Alexander, Katrina Schmidt, Marie Sedlacek, Alan Vovolka 

   

Ministry Team Council 

Rev. Frank Rivas, Barb Herring, Jack Round, Amy Barlow 

mtc@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 

Adult Religious Education - Crystal DiGiorgi                                  

Archives - Dave Richardson      

Caring - Douglas Lee-Regier      

Chalice Guild - Kay Lynn Goldner    

Community Meals - Diane Withem  

Fellowship - Judith Wright, Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth  

Finance - Walt Jesteadt       

Fundraising - Donna Neff & Kathi Oliver     

Governance - Alex Nather  

Hope in Action -  Kim Dunovan     

House and Grounds - Dave Rosser     

Membership - Jackie Anderegg     

Office - Carolyn McNamara            

Omaha Together One Community - Kim Dunovan & Laurie Gift 

Partner Church - Janet West      

Religious Education - Sheri Conner   

Religious Services - Megan Gustafson    

Women’s Alliance - Nellie Chenoweth      

Young Adult Group - Maria Wallace     

YRUU - Ben Wallace & Shawne Coonfare 
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December 14—Two services at 

9:30am and 11:15am 

To Die a Warrior  

Rev. Frank Rivas 

Beginning with the story of Crazy 

Horse’s death, we explore some of the 

decisions that precede death as well as 

the grief that follows. Our faith—in the 

broadest sense of the word—makes all 

the difference. 

 

 

December 21—Two services at 

9:30am and 11:15am 

For Weal or Woe  

Rev. Frank Rivas 

In the story of Hanukkah, the                   

Maccabees, facing an impossible              

ethical choice, made the decision that 

saved Judaism. The dark side of such a 

choice is seen in ISIS. There are lessons 

here. 

December 7—Two Services at 

9:30am and 11:15am 

To Happify 

Rev. Frank Rivas 

One of the stated goals of Universalism 

was to happify each of our lives. Some 

thoughts on what makes us happy. 

 

 

  

December 28—One service only at 

10:30am 

Reframing Communion  

Rev. Royal Bush  
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Photo from our special Come 

As You Are event held on               

Tuesday, November 18 

Sunday Services this month 

 

 

 

Special Service                      

this Month 
 

Christmas Eve                

Candlelight Service 

“Lessons and Carols on 

Christmas Eve” 

December 24—Wednesday 

at 7pm 

Brass ensemble, choir, 

children’s choir, Early 

Morning Risers, organ, and 

candles remind us that even 

in the darkest times hope is 

born in our lives. 
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Rev. Elations 
Monthly Column from our Minister, Rev. Frank Rivas 

 
Jaime Alexander recently sent out an email about the Tolerant Atheist Discussion Group.                    

I understood the email as suggesting that the group needs a clearer sense of its direction, more 

particularly a new leader, a steering committee, and a more visible, integrated, sustainable              

position within our church. 

 

In sermons I have presented atheism and theism as antitheses.  Both positions are necessary.  

We need voices that clearly deny the existence of a god who created, judges, rewards, and              

punishes, and we need voices that proclaim that there is something sacred about each human 

life.   

 

I’ve been arguing for a church that welcomes atheists as fully as it welcomes more traditional 

views, a church that sees virtue in reason even as it also recognizes that which transcends             

reason, a church that trusts that we can learn from our differences, a church that points the way 

back to Eden. 

 

I’ve been serving this church for almost 2½ years. You’ve heard my arguments. Perhaps now is 

the time for us to envision together what we as a congregation choose to become, what Sunday 

worship should look like, what our outreach into the community might accomplish, what form 

our caring for one another should take, what our education program should aim for. What we 

end up with will not be my vision, nor will it be yours. Our shared vision—stronger than my 

perspective or yours—will direct us into the future. 

 

I’m starting a new program, and this might be a good topic to begin that program. I’m going to 

hold open brown-bag lunches at the church each Thursday at noon, starting in December. If the 

lunches are successful, I might switch to breakfast or a late-afternoon snack. I hope these open 

meals will encourage each of our voices and will allow us to know one another more deeply.  

(If it doesn’t work, we’ll try something else.) 

 

Blessings and love, 

Frank 

 
 

 

Save the Date—Chili Cook-Off 

Pull out your 2015 calendar and mark Saturday, January 24 for the annual Chili Cook-Off. Then 

pull out your best chili recipe and get ready to compete. 
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Women’s Alliance 

Meeting  

 

Friends of First and Second                    

Unitarian are invited to attend the 

December Women’s Alliance             

Holiday Get-Together on Monday, 

December 8. The evening will be-

gin with socializing and                       

beverages at 6:30pm. At 7pm we 

will enjoy “heavy” appetizers and 

desserts. Our annual “white                         

elephant“ gift exchange will be at 

8pm. 

 

Please bring an appetizer or dessert 

and a wrapped gift. Re-gifting is 

strongly encouraged. Alliance asks 

for a donation of $12 which goes 

into the Alliance’s Scholarship                

Education Fund. (First time                       

attenders will be the guests of the 

Alliance.)   

 

The Alliance will be collecting 

gloves, mittens, scarves, hats, and 

socks for the annual mitten tree at 

First Unitarian. We will present 

them to First Unitarian before the 

second service on Sunday,              

December 14.   

 

Please RSVP by December 6 by 

emailing wa@firstuuomaha.org, or 

by leaving a message with Janet 

West at 402-553-3162. When              

making your reservation, indicate 

whether you will be bringing an                

appetizer (A) or a dessert (D). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

UU & You 
Sunday, January 4 at 12:15pm 

in the Whitney Young Room  

 

Unitarian Universalism and You 

classes provide an introduction to 

Unitarian Universalism and our 

church, along with an opportunity 

to share our religious journeys.  

Visitors, newcomers, and the just 

curious are cordially invited. The 

class will convene in the Whitney 

Young Room 15 minutes after the 

ending of the 11:15am service.  

That usually works out to be about 

12:30. A light lunch will be served 

to bolster the always interesting 

conversation. The class lasts about 

an hour and 30 minutes, so ending 

time will be about 2pm, although 

those interested in a brief tour of 

the church may be a little later.    

If you need childcare, please let us 

know by the Monday before.  

RSVP or questions can be                      

addressed to                                        

uuclass@firstuuomaha.org or call 

Jaime Alexander 402-657-9386.           

 

 

 

Spirit Circle 
 

On Sunday, December 7, Spirit 

Circle is extending an invitation to 

the UU community for an early 

holiday celebration. First                   

Unitarian Church and Second  

Unitarian Church are invited to 

attend. We will have social hour at 

6pm. Then we will start the Yule 

ceremony at 7pm and have a                

pot luck after the ceremony in             

the Common Room.  

 

 

Ministry Team 

Meeting and                            

Newsletter 

 

The Ministry Team consists of all 

the church team leaders and any 

interested church friends and           

members. The group meets on the 

first Saturday of every even-

numbered month at 2pm in the 

Common Room. It is in this group 

that the concept of Hospitality 

Teams was explored and                       

implemented. Also, the Ministry 

Team is where discussions about 

media in the sanctuary, covenant 

groups, video streaming and the 

website take place. The next meet-

ing is Saturday, December 6.  

 

Each month the office administrator                

publishes a leaders’ newsletter 

called Voluntary Servitude. This 

newsletter is a way for team leaders 

to share information and generate 

new ideas. If you are interested in              

receiving Voluntary Servitude, 

please email                                            

admin@firstuuomaha.org.  

See page 6 for more information 

from Jack Round, our board                      

president-elect and member of the 

Ministry Team Council. 

 

 

Mitten Tree  
 

In the month of December, please 

bring your mittens, gloves, hats, 

scarves and socks to decorate the 

tree in the sanctuary. The items are 

donated to those who are in need. 

Thank you in advance for your             

generosity!   

 

mailto:wa@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:uuclass@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

 

December Letter  
by Louise Jeffrey, Board President   
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As the holidays approach I find myself reflecting on much to be thankful for. In my own life, I am                          

anticipating the birth of a grandchild as the new year begins. In the life of the church, we have a strong 

community which strives to nurture growth, in its many forms, among its members. So let me begin by 

wishing you all the joy and renewal of the holiday season. My special wish is for all of us to remember to 

reach out to our members who can no longer make it to church regularly, to those who are dealing with 

health issues, to those who have sustained losses of all kinds this year, and to all the families and friends of 

these important people. 

 

The church thrives; nevertheless, we have to attend to the nuts and bolts. This month the Board tackled re-

placing 20-year-old furnaces and two air conditioners (yes, it’s winter!) which have been non-functional 

since early fall. We signed a contract with SOS Heating and Cooling and will have the replacements and 

necessary upgrades to the thermostats done at a total cost of just over $26,000. This was the low bid for the 

work. SOS is a local company and they have been servicing our systems for some time, and we expect 

much improved energy efficiency from our new system. So, rather a practical holiday gift to ourselves! 

 

Finally, I want to express my gratitude to all of you for your support to the Board and to me over the last 

six months of this church year.  As we continue to move forward, I am so aware of all you have added to 

my life. Thank you. 

 

Ministry Teams  
by Jack Round, Board President-Elect 
 

 

We do so many things well at our church. The work is done by church members, friends, employees, and 

others—individually and in teams. We call the collective work our “ministry” because it can be connected, 

directly or indirectly, to the church’s mission. Everyone who does work/ministry is a member of the 

“Ministry Team.”  Over time, our work has organized into various ongoing teams (Finance, Adult RE, 

Children’s RE, Hospitality, etc.) and temporary teams. The leaders of these teams meet together every two 

months (even-numbered months, 1st Saturday, 2pm) to share the work they are doing.  

 

The Ministry Team has a leadership “Council” whose role it is to help, as much as it can, the teams be            

successful. The Council also attempts to implement goals provided to it annually by the Board (the Board's 

"Annual Vision of Ministry"). Barb Herring is the newest member of the Ministry Team Council, and we 

are very happy to have her! 

 

Thank you so much to Carolyn McNamara (who just left the Ministry Team Council after her term was up) 

for all the work that she did for the Council and that she continues to do for the church. 

 

To reach the Ministry Team Council (MTC), just email mtc@firstuuomaha.org.  

 

mailto:mtc@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

Holiday Dinner on Saturday, December 13 
Social Hour at 5:30pm with dinner at 6:30pm  
 

Another fabulous, delectable menu prepared by Attitudes on Food (vegan selections are included).  

Cost is $21 per person.* 

 

Please make your reservation by sending a check to the church office. The check needs to arrive by 

December 5. Please put your check and this form in the offering plate or mail both to the church  

office. You may also call in your reservation to the church office; however, your check is your              

reservation.  

 

Please circle what you are able to bring: 

 

Wine   Appetizer  Dessert 

 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make your childcare reservation when you RSVP for dinner. 

Pizza and all the fixings will be provided for kids.  

Yes, I will need childcare. _____ 

#of children: _____ 

Ages and names: ____________________________________________________________ 

  

Please note: 

We want everyone to be able to come and celebrate. If confidential financial assistance would help 

make it possible for you to attend please, contact Rev. Frank at minister@firstuuomaha.org.   

*The cost includes tips for the servers and clean-up so that our faithful volunteers can take a much 

needed break and enjoy the evening.  

 

———————————————————————— 

Community Meals—Please Help!  
 

We are cooking at First Baptist on Saturday, December 20. We will be doing a holiday casserole 

with stuffing, turkey, mashed potatoes, veggies, cream of chicken soup and cheese. Dessert will be 

cookies and bars. Our church is part of Neighbors United. The main task of this organization is to 

provide a weekly meal on Saturdays, 11am, at First Baptist Church. In addition to regularly                    

volunteering at this meal, three or four times a year our church cooks the 

meal for about 250 of our neighbors. Please help us as we cook and serve 

on December 20. Sign up online today:  

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4fa4af2fab9-community 
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Thanksgiving by Jan Wilson, Director of Religious Education  
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Winter has come and suddenly all the beauty 

of autumn has become a memory. The time of 

thanks is upon us.   

 

How are we to truly appreciate our families, 

our homes, our friends, and our gifts? My own 

reflection gets kind of anxious with                           

questioning. Am I doing what I should? As 

Rev. Frank preached about E.B. White writing 

that every morning he has to decide whether 

to save the world or savor it, I am aware that 

this is a fundamental quandary for me.   

 

I am different from E. B. White, however. I 

have most often chosen the third option which 

is to slump into the couch and avoid doing 

either one. Paradoxically, this is avoiding the 

issue without elevating the guilt. To do that I 

need to watch mindless T.V. and eat snacks. 

The paradox is that I’m still aware that the 

problem persists even though the indicator 

light has been ignored.  

 

If I consider myself courageous, and I do, why 

do I squander these days and hours and friends 

and family on fretting about what I should be 

doing? Should I learn or create? Should I 

clean or reorganize? Should I devise a way to 

save the world through art or avoid the whole 

question and take a nap? 

 

So my courageous act this Thanksgiving is to 

eat when I am eating, love when I am loving, 

clean when I am cleaning, and create when I 

am creating, all without the purpose or aim of 

doing what is right to do, but doing what is 

there in the moment.   

 

Wishing you a blessed holiday,  

Jan Wilson, DRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education  

We encourage the children to attend the 

9:30am Sunday service. We will offer a               

special children's order of service and an           

activity packet. Sunday School will start at 

10:30am and last until 11:30am.  

  

Sunday School Rooms: 

K-2nd grades: RE Office/Classroom  

3rd-5th grades: Robert Weston Room (Middle 

Classroom upstairs) 

6th-8th grades: Whitney Young Classroom 

(Downstairs Classroom) 

9th-12th grades: Merritt Lounge 

  

After Sunday School ends at 11:30am,                

children will all gather in the middle upstairs 

classroom for snack time (a kid-version of 

coffee hour). Then at 11:45am they will               

gather in the Whitney Young Room for     

community time. 

  

The community time schedule is: 

1st Sunday of the month: Movie & Popcorn 

2nd Sunday of the month: Choir 

3rd Sunday of the month: Art 

4th Sunday of the movie: Choir 

Community Time ends at 12:30pm. 

 
Please note: there is no RE Council Meeting 

in December.  



  

 

Adult Religious Education   
 

 Goddess Thursdays Continues—  

“Since God Is a Woman”                  

This group will meet in the Common Room, 7-9pm and be led by              

Karen Berry and Douglas Lee-Regier.  

Thursdays: 

Dec. 4  — Suppressed Histories by Max Dashu            

www.suppressedhistories.net 

Dec. 11— Spirit Rituals from goddess and pagan traditions 

Dec. 18 — Goddess in Art and Music – plus making our own  

                   plus final plans for the Goddess Solstice Celebration 

 

Saturday, Dec. 20 — Goddess Solstice Celebration in the Common Room, 6-9pm 

 

 

 

Standing on the Side of Justice for the Agricultural 

Workers  
by Cy Leise 

 
 

Social Justice: Agricultural and Environmental Issues was presented by Marcia Leise on                          

November 6th to share information, insights and internet resources regarding the plight of              

agricultural workers. These struggles still exist 50 years after Cesar Chavez protested against the 

use of pesticides on grapes and poor working conditions for farm workers in California. The    

Pesticide Action Network website shows the amount of toxicity of the top 50 pesticides for each 

“conventional” food crop in California. Many of these are sprayed numerous times on the same 

crop during the growing season causing serious risks for cancer and neurotoxicity, as well as 

ground water contamination.  

 

The Environmental Working Group’s Guide to Pesticides in Produce was distributed at the  

meeting in November; it lists produce from the highest amount of pesticide residue to the least. 

The foods were tested in the form the consumer would eat them. Bananas were used as example: 

tested after they are washed and peeled, pesticide residues were not high. However, conventional 

banana farming is pesticide-intensive, using potent neurotoxic organophosphates, which results 

in pesticide and sediment runoff that destroys the coral reefs and endangers the manatees. Buy 

organic produce to protect the agricultural worker, wildlife and the environment. 

 

Since the 1990s, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers has uncovered and assisted in the                                  

prosecution of farm slavery operations in the southeastern United States, liberating over 1,200 

workers held against their will. The CIW’s Fair Food Program agreements have been signed with 

11 food retailers, including Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s, and Subway. These buyers pay an                      

additional penny per pound to require a human-rights-based Code of Conduct on farms that grow 

their tomatoes. Kroger, of which Baker’s is a subsidiary, refuses to sign. It is imperative that 

Kroger work with the Coalition to ensure human rights and fair wages for tomato pickers. 
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Share the Plate—Partner Church   
Each month one-half of the loose currency in the offering plate is donated to a cause that advances 

important principles of Unitarianism.  

 

This month we share the plate to support our Partner Church in Romania. See pages 15-16 for                          

more information. Our Partner Church is our Share-the-Plate recipient every December.  

 

The Women’s Religious Studies Group 
The Women's Religious Studies Group is winding up its study of The Epic of Unitarianism:               

Original Writings from the History of Liberal Religions. We meet 1pm to 2:30pm most Thursdays; 

in December we will meet twice on 12/4 and 12/11. Questions? Contact Rae at 402-422-1404 or 

raeb1@hotmail.com.  

Flint Discussion Group 
 

Our meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 16 at 7pm in the 

Common Room.  

The topic will be announced in the December enews and the order of              

worship announcements. 

 

The Women’s Religious Study Covenant  

Group 
The Women's Religious Study Covenant Group will meet on Thursday, December 18 at 1pm in the 

Merritt Lounge. Rae Barry will be the facilitator for Compassion, the second chapter in Soul to 

Soul. We meet on the third Thursday of each month. If you are interested in joining us, please                

contact Harriet Major at 402-391-0248 or at hmajor323@cox.net. The covenant statement needs to 

be signed before attending any of our gatherings. 

 

Election Day Bake Sale  
 

Our Election Day Bake Sale held on Tuesday, November 4 raised $211. These funds will go to 

the Hope in Action project. See page 14 for details. Thanks to the volunteers who brought treats, 

sat at the table, and helped Hope in Action with this sale.  

 

 

mailto:raeb1@hotmail.com
mailto:hmajor323@cox.net


  

 

 
 
Brown Bag Lunch with the Rev. 
Thursdays, Dec. 4, Dec. 11, Dec. 18 
Noon in the Common Room 
See page 4 for more information. 
 
Adult RE: Goddess Thursdays 
with Douglas Lee-Regier  
Thursdays at 7pm in the Common 
Room   
See page 9 for more information.  
 
Ministry Team Meeting  
Saturday, December 6 at 2pm in the 
Common Room 
See pages 5 and 6 for details.  
 
Spirit Circle  
Sunday, December 7 at 6pm in the 
Common Room  
See page 5 for details. 
 
Women’s Alliance  
Monday, December 8—social hour 
at 6:30pm; program at 7:30pm 
See page 5 for information.  
 
Board Meeting  
Tuesday, December 9 at 7pm in           
the Common Room 
 
Holiday Dinner 
Saturday, December 13 at 5:30pm 
in the Common Room 
See page 7 for details.  
 
Flame Deadline 
Submit your newsletter articles to 
admin@firstuuomaha.org by                    
December 15 at noon. 
 
Flint Discussion Forum  
Tuesday, December 16 at 6:30pm 
See page 10 for details.   
  
Women’s Religious Studies                
Covenant Group 
Thursday, December 18 at 1pm 
See page 10 for details.   
 
Young Adult Night 
Friday, December 19 at 7pm in the 
Common Room 
See page 13 for details. 
 

 
 
 
Community Meals 
Saturday, December 20 at First 
Baptist Church 
See pages 7 and 14 for more                   
information. 
 
Solstice Celebration  
Saturday, December 20 at 6pm in 
the Common Room  
See page 13 for more information. 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight               
Service 
Wednesday, December 24 at 7pm in 
the Sanctuary  
See page 3 for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Nursery Volunteers are so helpful!  

 
 

Recurring... 
 
Women’s Religious Studies 
Group  
Meets every Thursday at 1pm in the 
Merritt Lounge — this month the 
group meets 12/4 and 12/11 
See page 10 for information.  
 
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month after the service in the 
Whitney Young Room or in the             
corner of the Common Room 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
Meets every Wednesday evening at 
7pm in the Sanctuary. This month, 
rehearsal does not happen on 12/24 
(because the Choir is performing) 
or on 12/31. 
 
YRUU 
Meets every Wednesday at 7pm in 
the Common Room. This month we 
meet on 12/3, 12/10, 12/17.  

 
  
 
Looking ahead… 
 
UU & You Class 
Sunday, January 4 at 12:15pm in 
the Whitney Young Room  
See page 5 for details.  
 
Chili Cook-Off 
Saturday, January 24  

Church Events 

Coming Up 
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This December marks the 50th                       

anniversary of Ron Knapp’s admission 

into Unitarian Ministerial Fellowship.  

During those 50 years, our Minister 

Emeritus has contributed so much to 

this church and the denomination over-

all. Fortunately, he continues to share 

his insights and inspiration with us.  

We will be looking at Ron’s journey in 

two installments. This month we focus 

on Ron’s transition from Methodism 

and his service at several UU churches 

prior to coming to Omaha in 1976. 

 

Ron’s journey is filled with joy, love, 

occasional adversity and, most of all, 

humor and wisdom. His published 

works include Of Life Immense, The 

Prophetic Vision of Walt Whitman, 

“That’s All Right if He is Really 

Saved”—a collection of his sermons, 

and a memoir titled Moments in a Life 

which provides numerous anecdotes, a 

number of which are shared in this 

piece. The book reflects Ron’s                

whimsical sense of humor and his 

sense of humanity.  

 

Ron grew up as a Methodist in                   

Wisconsin. As a youth he was active in 

the local church and the Methodist 

Youth Fellowship. At the age of 19, 

after trying a few manual labor jobs, he 

decided to pursue a career in ministry.  

The reference in the title to the “Boy 

Evangelist” comes from this time in 

Ron’s life. Ron married Anne and             

began a family during this same period. 

After serving several small Methodist 

congregations in the Midwest and in 

New Jersey, Ron began to question the 

validity of the Methodist doctrine. He 

describes his transition to humanism in 

terms of a “rubber band” metaphor.  

The more he stretched the limits of his 

thinking it created more tension and 

eventually snapped.   

 

He notes several key “epiphanies” in 

his book. One was at a funeral he                

conducted for a young man who had 

died of cancer. As Ron read from the 

ritual about a place in eternity prepared 

for the young man, the brother of the 

deceased, fueled by anger and alcohol, 

jumped up and shouted, “How the hell 

do you know?” as he stormed out. This 

moment affected Ron’s thinking as 

well as his growing discomfort with the 

denominational focus on irrelevant      

minutiae. In the spring of 1964, Ron 

announced to his district superintendent 

that he could no longer serve as a 

Methodist minister.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After leaving the Methodist ministry, 

he needed to earn a living as the Knapp 

family included five children. Ron had 

tried school teaching for a year, but that 

proved unsatisfactory.  He began           

attending a UU church in Kalamazoo, 

Michigan, and became  interested in 

the ministry which he discovered was 

his ultimate calling. 

 

His first sermons were delivered at two 

UU fellowships in Michigan. He notes 

that his first sermon caused one of the 

prominent members to leave the               

congregation and the second sermon 

was interrupted by a tornado. This    

inauspicious debut did not deter him.   

 

His first settled ministry was in Avon, 

Illinois, near Galesburg in Western                

Illinois. The Avon church was a 

“federated” or merged church. Ron 

served there for several years and then 

was called to a New England church 

which also ultimately merged with  

another to become the Twin States  

Area Ministry or TSAM. 

 

This parish included Cornish, New 

Hampshire and Windsor, Vermont.  

Ron helped manage the congregation 

through tough times. It was also at this 

time that Ron began to be more                 

involved in social justice issues. The 

war in Vietnam had become a divisive 

issue throughout the nation. The civil 

rights movement had taken on new and 

controversial directions and how to 

reduce poverty was also a prominent 

concern. After eight years of guiding 

these congregations through transitions, 

both political and financial, Ron                    

decided it was time to move on.  

 

At the UUA General Assembly of 

1976, Ron was offered the pulpits of 

three different churches: one in              

suburban Detroit, one in Little Rock, 

Arkansas and the First Unitarian 

Church of  Omaha. Fortunately for us, 

Ron chose Omaha. It is impossible to 

imagine our church without the 20-year 

presence of Ron Knapp. This phase 

will be our focus in Part II of our look 

at the “boy evangelist” and his             

evolution into a Humanist sage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Ron Knapp around the time he  

entered into UU Fellowship  

50 Years a UU Minister or How Ron Knapp went from being a 

Methodist “Boy Evangelist” to a “Unitarian Sage” 
by Dave Richardson  
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”One unerring mark 

of the love of truth is 

not entertaining any 

proposition with 

greater assurance 

than the proofs it is 

built upon will 

warrant.”  

—John Locke 



  

 

Young Adult Game Night  
 

Join the "young adults" for their game night on Friday, December 19th at 7pm in the Common 

Room. Bring a game or a snack to share with others. Please RSVP to the Facebook event page or by              

emailing youngadults@firstuuomaha.org. 

 

Solstice Celebration  
 

This Solstice Celebration will be honoring the winter goddesses. We will meet on Saturday,                   

December 20 in the Common Room.  The potluck will happen at 6pm. Then we have a ritual and 

celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from our 

special event 

Come As You Are 

held on               

November 18th 

and cohosted with                

Inclusive Life.    
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WHAT IS  

HOPE IN ACTION? 
 

Our church believes in community, and 

that is what Hope in Action, a sub-team 

of the Caring Team, is all about. Any 

one of us might need assistance, and we 

want to make it easier for you to ask for 

support and easier for you to offer              

support when others are in need. 

 

WHO IS SERVED? 

 

Church members, friends, regular                   

attendees and their spouses are eligible 

for assistance from Hope in Action. 

 

 

WHO CAN HELP? 

 

Everyone! Hope in Action is an                     

opportunity for everyone in our church 

community to support each other by 

sharing knowledge, skills and                 

resources.  

 

Hope In Action will use church                     

communications, including the Enews, 

to let our church community know when 

help is needed to respond to a request 

for support. And we will report back to 

the church community about how we 

were able to respond. All communica-

tion will be done in a manner that             

maintains the degree of confidentiality 

requested by the person seeking                    

assistance. 

 

 

WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE                      

EXPECTED? 

 

Hope in Action is there when people are 

dealing with a medical problem, need 

transportation or help around the house, 

can use assistance with referrals to          

social service agencies or just need 

someone to talk to about the ups and 

downs of life. Our response will vary 

depending on the type of support that is 

needed in our church community and 

what resources we have available.  

 

Although Hope in Action is not able to 

respond to emergencies, short-term                 

financial assistance may be available for 

lodging, food, clothing, medication, 

transportation and utilities. Financial 

disbursements are not made directly to 

the person making the request for              

assistance.  

 

 

HOW TO ASK FOR SUPPORT 

 

Requests for assistance must be made 

directly by the person needing help. 

Hope in Action does not respond to any 

anonymous or third-party requests for 

assistance. 

 

Here are the ways you can ask for                 

support from Hope in Action. You may 

send an email to                                          

hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org or use 

the Hope in Action link on the church 

website. You may call the church office 

and press ext. 105 to leave a telephone 

message for Hope in Action. Or, you 

may simply complete a Caring Card  

located in the church pews and place it 

in the designated box in the church           

foyer.  

 

WHO DECIDES WHAT SUPPORT 

WILL BE OFFERED? 

 

Hope in Action will use a team                  

approach, so at least three members of 

Hope in Action must participate in                 

determining the nature of the response.  
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WHAT IS                      

COMMUNITY 

MEALS? 
 

Community Meals is an outreach 

to people in need in our church's 

neighborhood.   

 

Every Saturday members of          

various "First" churches and  

others take turns providing a hot 

meal and groceries to those in 

need at First Baptist Church (our 

neighbor just one block east of 

our church). First Unitarian 

Church has been part of this               

effort for several years.   

 

Four times a year our church 

"caters"  and serves the meal and 

distributes the groceries              

provided by Trader Joe's                          

beginning between 10 and 

11am (based on the meal            

preparation time needed) and 

ending at 1pm. There are First 

Unitarian Church members who 

work at the site on a weekly            

basis and additional help is         

always welcome.  

 

Our next meal will be served 

the Saturday prior to                    

Christmas, December 20th. 

Please go to this link to sign up 

to help: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0c4fa4af2fab9-community 

 

Getting involved can be as              

simple as providing a pan of 

brownies or working in the              

serving line. Want to help? Sign 

up online or call or email Diane 

Withem, 402-679-8916,          

dianewithem@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4fa4af2fab9-community
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4fa4af2fab9-community
mailto:dianewithem@gmail.com


  

 

How the Members and 

Friends of 1
st
 Unitarian 

Church Assist Our Partner 

Church in Firtosmartonos,               

Transylvania, Romania 
 

The Romanian Communist dictator Nicolae 

Ceausescu was executed in December 1989.             

Romanians in all parts of Romania participated in 

a revolution against this brutal dictator. Shortly 

before he was killed, he had announced that he was 

ordering the bulldozing of the villages in                      

Transylvania, many of which were Unitarian                  

villages. In response to this threat, leaders from the 

UUA in Boston planned to travel to Bucharest in 

January 1990 to plead with Ceausescu not to                   

destroy these villages. 

 

Even though Ceausescu was dead, the UUA             

leadership traveled to Transylvania to meet with 

the Unitarian leadership and ministers. The              

American representatives of the UUA asked how 

the Unitarian-Universalist churches in the U.S. 

could help the Transylvanian Unitarians and their 

churches. 

 

Under the leadership of Rev. Ron Knapp (now 

Minister Emeritus), First Unitarian Church became 

a Partner Church to a village church in                              

Firtosmartonos, Transylvania, Romania. 

 

Over the years, members and friends of First             

Unitarian Church have paid for a variety of needs 

of our Partner Church including subsidizing the 

repair of the village church and parsonage,                 

providing scholarships to the village teens, and 

bringing Rev. Katalin and her husband, Boti, and 

their translator, Gabor, to Omaha in October 2013. 

 

First Unitarian Church has been sending $1,320 

each year to help maintain the village church and 

parsonage and $1,200 scholarship money for the 

village young people so they can pursue their high 

school and college educations. 

 

When Virginia Shumate, Val Murray, and Janet 

West visited Rev. Katalin earlier this fall, we asked 

what her village most needed and she said to               

increase the amount of the total scholarship money 

sent. Currently, the $1,200 is being spread over 

eight students. For the high school students, the 

money is paying for room-and-board or bus               

transportation from and back to the village each 

day. For the college students, the scholarship    

money helps pay for books and fees. 

 

Eight village students will be attending high school 

or college in the 2015-2016 academic year. If we 

could send an additional $1,200, the students and 

their parents will be very appreciative. (The 

Women’s Alliance generously donates $400 of              

the $1,200 currently being sent.) 

 

Below is an introduction to some of the students 

who are receiving the scholarship money in 2014-

2015.   

 

Dalma Szentpali currently is in medical school in 

Marosvasarhely (Targu Mures). She was born and 

raised in Firtosmartonos and graduated from the 

Unitarian high school in Szekelykeresztur (Crituru 

Secuiesc). (Students in Romania enter professional 

schools after they graduate from high school.) She 

will continue to receive the scholarship help until 

she finishes medical school. 

 

Tunda Szasz is finishing up her studies at the  

Unitarian Seminary in Kolaszvar and will be a              

village minster next fall. She too was raised in              

Firtosmartonos and graduated from the Unitarian 

high school in Szekelykeresztur.    

 

Beata Kibedi’s parents were born and raised in 

Firtosmaronos and are active in the life of the             

village and the village church. Beata is attending 

the Unitarian high school in Szekelykeresztur. She 

is living in the school dorm during the week and 

comes back to the village on the weekends. The 

Romanian government pays for the educational 

expenses whether the student is attending a state-

run school or a religious school. In Beata’s case, 

the scholarship helps pay for boarding costs. 

 

Szilamer Foo is attending a public school in               

Szekelykeresztur. His parents are divorced.                  

Besides running a small farm, his mother takes a 

bus to a nearby city to work. Szilamer is studying 

to be a police officer. The scholarship money helps 

to pay for the bus to and from Szekelykeresztur.  

Szilamer continues to help his mother run the 

farm.    (continue of next page) 
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(continued from page 15) 

 

Attila Szasz won second place in a county-wide math 

contest last spring. He is attending a public high 

school in Szekelyudvarhely (Odorheiu Secuiesc) and 

is studying math and computer science. Because of 

the distance to Szekelyudvarhely from 

Firtosmartonos, Attila is boarding at the Reform 

(Calvinist) run dorm for high school students. The 

scholarship money pays a portion of the room-and- 

board costs. 

   

During December, the Partner Church will be the 

designated Share-the-Plate recipient organization. If 

each First Unitarian Church pledging unit would give 

$25 to the Partner Church Fund, this would cover 

most of the money pledged to the church in 

Firtomartonos. 

Please note:  

NONE of the money given to the Partner Church 

Fund is used to subsidize travel to Transylvania 

by First Unitarian Church members or friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tunda at the Unitarian Seminary in Kolaszvar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beata, Janet, and Beata’s older sister at Village 

Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet West, student’s mother, Szilamer, Virginia 

Shumate, Val Murray at student’s house 
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The Women’s Alliance Education Fund 
 

The Women’s Alliance Scholarship Fund Committee has been revamped for the 2014/2015 season and every             

season hereafter. In previous years the Women’s Alliance would allocate funds for a scholarship for an individual 

from First or Second Unitarian wanting to continue his/her education with the transition from high school to                 

college. The WA has decided to broaden this fund, rename it, and incorporate criteria to attain funding for personal 

development. The name of the scholarship fund has changed to the Merritt Educational Fund. This fund’s purpose 

is to broaden personal development directly related to church functions. Some examples can include (but are not 

limited to): help with costs to attend General Assembly, Leadership School or Mid-America District meetings; 

broadening talent (musical, religious education, technical school, etc); or help with costs for a college course to            

further one’s education for career advancement. These are just examples. The WA team requires some criteria to 

apply for this educational fund.  

1. The recipient must be a First Unitarian contributing member or friend of the church 

2. Funding must be used for continuing education or for church-related activities 

3. An application must be submitted with the following information: what direction you are headed in and what 

the funds are for. Applications can be picked up in the mailroom of the church or by emailing Women’s            

Alliance at wa@firstuuomaha.org.  

 
The listed criteria may be altered by the contributing members of the Women’s Alliance Educational Fund Committee at any time. More 

criteria may be added if, and when, the committee sees fit.   

The History of Women’s Alliance—Part Two 
“We warm ourselves at fires we did not light. 

We drink from wells we did not dig.” 

—Rev. Peter Raible 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Women’s Alliance held fundraisers and bazaars to raise funds and in 1914 had raised funds to rent an interim                

meeting place and to buy the land for the current building.  

 

1917- Women’s Alliance purchased decor and furnishings for the Common Room 

1918- Current First Unitarian Church building was dedicated 

1920- 19th Amendment was ratified: Often referred to as the Susan B. Anthony amendment, the 19th Amendment 

was passed by Congress on June 4, 1919 by a vote of 56 to 25 in the Senate; ratified by the necessary 36 states 

(with Tennessee as the last state to vote for passage on August 18, 1920); and proclaimed as part of the Constitution 

of the United States on August 26, 1920 

1928– Women’s Alliance assumed the church's $2,000 debt and contributed an additional $1,000 to redecorate the 

Common Room 

1929- Women’s Alliance helped pay for the Cave 
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Book Club 
 

We do not meet in December. Our next meeting is Monday, January 26 at 7pm in the Merritt Lounge. 

We will read Buddhist Biology: Ancient Western Wisdom Meets Modern Western Science by David 

Barash.   

Hospitality Teams Reach                 

Milestones 
 

At one time, our goal of 108 participants seemed almost impossible. Today 

we have about 90 participants serving on teams. It seems very reasonable to 

believe that we will soon be joined by 18 more congregants to fill out the 

teams. There is still room for you and your whole family. See the church 

website for more information at: firstuuomaha.org  > Engage > Hospitality 

Teams. Each of our nine teams has a core group and a team coordinator. The 

teams that are scheduled to serve on the odd-numbered months are old pros now. They have provided 

hospitality for at least four Sundays because they also served monthly for the summer trial. The teams 

that serve in the even-numbered months have provided hospitality in October and are ready to go for 

December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of the sanctuary 

from the Transgender 

Day of Remembrances 

Service on Thursday, 

November 20 
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Special Choir & EMR Event Offsite  
 

The First Unitarian Choir and The Early Morning Risers will be a part of the Durham Museum’s  

Holiday Concert Series on Sunday, December 21 at 2pm. For more information about the concert  

series, please click here.  
 
 

 

http://www.durhammuseum.org/about/whats-new/details.aspx?ID=310
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New Member News  
By Ellen Shurson 

 

Our most recent member, Kabin Thomas, joined First Unitarian on Sunday, 

November 2 after attending church for about sixteen months. When asked 

what attracted him to First Unitarian Kabin stated that he has “always been 

attracted to the philosophy of tolerance and acceptance, so UU makes sense 

to me.” 

 

Kabin is a native of Detroit, Michigan and states that his love for Mary Bort 

brought him to Omaha. Some of you know the touching story of how Kabin 

and Mary dated in college, went their separate ways and were reunited after 

more than 20 years when they reconnected on Facebook.  

 

Kabin tells us that he has two children from his first marriage, Olivia Rose (18) and Andrew Wesley (14) 

who live in Arkansas with their mom, proclaiming, “They are wonderful.” And now, he and Mary have two  

cats, Kira and Othello, and he says, “They rock.” 

 

He is currently a custodian at Eagle Run Apartments and every week he volunteers his time to clean the                      

community nearby. Our church is fortunate to benefit from Kabin’s talents when he sings occasionally with 

the Early Morning Risers and the choir. He also plays tuba. 

 

Kabin says that in addition to his fiancé Mary Bort, he has a passion for music and the arts. He states, “I try 

to live out in the open. No surprises here!”  

 

Let’s all welcome Kabin to membership at First Unitarian Church. 

OTOC News 
 

OTOC Environmental Sustainability Monthly Meetings 

Our current team focus: 

Influence the 2015 legislative session to support/create a state energy plan that is sustainable. 

Stay informed on OPPD’s Demand-Side Management program to reduce 300 megawatts of usage. 

Meet with the following state senators between now and the end of the year to learn about possible                           

sustainable energy plans in the upcoming legislative session: 

 Burke Harr (District 8, Dundee area) 

 Ken Haar (Lincoln) 

 Rick Kolowski (District 31, Lake Zorinsky area) 

 

The mission of OTOC is to teach the average citizen how to influence policy at the local level and to build 

community. All are welcome at our monthly meetings at any time. 

 

Next monthly meetings: 

 Thursday, December 4, 7pm,  First Unitarian Church, Whitney Young Room on first floor. 

 Thursday, January 8, 2015, 7pm, First Unitarian Church, Whitney Young Room on first floor. 

 

If you would like to be a part of any of these meetings, please email Laurie Gift at 2thegifts@cox.net.  
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First Unitarian Church of Omaha First Unitarian Church of Omaha First Unitarian Church of Omaha 
3114 Harney St.3114 Harney St.3114 Harney St.            
Omaha, NE 68131Omaha, NE 68131Omaha, NE 68131   

 

Please join us for our  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service              

on Wednesday, December 24 at 7pm 

 

Featuring the First Unitarian Church 

Choir, the Children’s Choir,     

The Early Mornings Risers,                 

organ music by Patricia Will  

and a Brass Ensemble  


