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November 1—“Channing and Emerson” 

Rev. Frank Rivas  

William Ellery Channing and Ralph Waldo Emer-

son offered two distinct visions of Unitarianism. 

We’re still struggling with the same issues. 

 

November 8—“The Limits of Reason” 

Rev. Frank Rivas  

“This sentence is false.” This sentence is also where 

the problems start. If true, it is false; if false, it is 

true. 

 

November 15—“Back to the Future” 

Rev. Frank Rivas  

If you had asked me 50 years ago how I expected 

religion to look in the 21st century, I would have 

been dead wrong… because I failed to properly 

understand the dynamics of religion in the 20th 

century.   As we talk about the future of our faith, 

let’s pay attention to our present. 

 

November 22—"Stories My Father Told Me" 

John Goldner, church member 

Lessons learned and followed.  

Sunday Services at 9:30am and 11:15am 

November 29—One Service Sunday at 10:30am 

only—“Highways & Byways; Oceans & Ponds” 

Our traditional Water Ceremony has typically 

celebrated the journeys we have taken over the 

past year. This fall, we are expanding that view 

to celebrate all journeys that have touched our 

lives. Whether recent or in the past, whether near 

or far, whether ordinary or exotic, bring your 

stories of travel and homecoming to share with 

the Congregation. Featuring why 

Firtosmartonos, Transylvania, Romania is a 

special place for those in our church family who 

have visited our Partner Church and village.  

 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time 
Remember that we “fall back” in November. 

Daylight Savings time ends Sunday,        

November 1. To arrive at church on time be sure 

to set your clocks back before you head to bed on 

Saturday, October 31.  

Pictured above:: The Heart & Hand Auction on October 23 that took place in the Common Room.  

Photographer: Scott Kemper  
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Rev. Elations  
Monthly Column from our Minister, Rev. Frank Rivas  
 

I approached the first two-church conference on “Confronting Racism” with anxiety, but the energy 

in the room quickly put me at ease.  The attendance was larger than I anticipated, and members 

from both churches were clearly there to accomplish something.  We did accomplish something, 

although not nearly as much as we had hoped.  Two hours were not adequate to address the open-

ing questions about ourselves, about progress that has moved us toward equity, and about the 

work that remains to be done.  Further, in these first two hours we were meeting one another for 

the first time, checking one another out, and testing the limits of openness and trust. 

  

We accomplished a lot, and we have a lot of work to do.  At our next two-church meeting, on            

November 21 at our church, we will deepen our openness, our trust, as we try to define more fully 

the shape of racism in our community.  There are things that are hard to say and hard to hear, but if 

we are to address them, they must first be named.  It’s difficult work, I know, but it is the work we 

are called to do.  

  

What is required of us but that we do the work of justice, that we listen openly to the other, and 

that we respond with humility?  What was true in the time of Micah (8th century bce) is true today. 

 

 

Lunch With the Minister  
Thursdays at noon in the Common Room. All are invited to join Rev. Frank for a “bring your own brown 

bag lunch” every Thursday in September in the Common Room. No RSVP necessary.  
 
 

Meditation 
Tuesdays at 8am in the sanctuary (for the month of November).  Join Rev. Frank to practice mindfulness and 

meditation at this gathering. All are welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured to the right is our new Black Lives  

Matter Banner. Jan Wilson, Director of Religious 

Education, and Rene Harper are shown putting 

up the banner in front of the church building.  
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Fall Back 

Before you head to bed on Satur-

day, October 31, be sure to set your 

clock back one hour. It’s Central 

Standard time again!  

 

Team Fair and Celebration    

Sunday, Nov. 1. Visit our Team Fair 

after services during both coffee 

hours to see our awesome volun-

teers and team members show off 

the many ways they minister.    

Expect yummy treats, crazy       

costumes, and fun displays. Maybe 

you’ll find the perfect spot where 

you can fit in. 

 

First U now has a CUUPS              

Chapter! Mystic Sojourn CUUPS: 

The Covenant of Unitarian Univer-

salist Pagans (CUUPS) was char-

tered by the UUA General Assem-

bly in 1987 and is dedicated to  

supporting pagan-identified UUs.  

Goals include educating people 

about paganism and promoting 

interfaith dialogue, along with   

encouraging the greater use of    

poetry, dancing, and creative ritu-

als in UU worship. We embrace the 

spiritual teachings of earth-

centered traditions which celebrate 

the sacred circle of life and instruct 

us to live in harmony with the 

rhythms of nature. Our Mission 

Statement is to pledge ourselves to 

explore, respect, and revere the 

earth-based spiritual path! We hold 

alternate public and private 

monthly meetings the first Sunday 

of every month at 7pm in the Com-

mon Room. November 1 is a public 

meeting. Join us!  

 

 

 

 

CommUUnity Night 

Friday, Nov. 6 at 5:30pm in the             

Common Room. All are welcome to 

this casual potluck and game night. 

The church supplies the main dish 

and you bring the sides. Please join 

us!  

 

SSSS-Second Sunday Social at 

Seven  

On the second Sunday of each 

month at 7pm (Nov. 8) join LGBTQ 

friends and allies for social time 

and a GLBT-themed movie. All are 

welcome. Snacks and drinks pro-

vided. A list of movies is forthcom-

ing. Questions? Contact Royal at 

402-999-1379. 

 

Women’s Alliance  

Monday, Nov. 9 in the Common 

Room. Socializing and beverages start 

at 6:30 with dinner at 7pm. Women, 

and those who identify as women, 

are invited to attend the program 

presented by a member of PFLAG 

(Parents, Families, Friends, and 

Allies united with LGBTQ people 

to move equality forward). We ask 

for $15 for dinner which helps the 

Merritt Education Fund, the Part-

ner Church scholarship, and vari-

ous activities at First Unitarian. If it 

is your first time attending, please 

be our guest. Dinner will be beef 

and vegetable stroganoff. It is ex-

tremely important to remember if 

you RSVP and cannot make it, that 

you still pay for the dinner you                    

reserved.  RSVP by Nov. 5: 

kathryn.oliver@outlook.com or call 

402-214-2718. Please include beef 

or veggie option.  

 

Tolerant Atheist Group  

Thursday, Nov. 12 in the Common 

Room. TAG’s fall series of second 

Thursday monthly meetings con-

tinue with the second of the four-

part DVD video series “American 

Free Thought,” a history of Free 

Thought in America. The videos 

are somewhat sequential but it is 

not necessary to have seen the very 

well-received previous part. This is 

the sixth year of TAG’s connecting 

our Atheist, Agnostic, Humanist, 

and “Free Thinkers” at First                

Unitarian. All are cordially invited 

to come together for the 7pm video 

and discussion. Doors will open at 

6pm for those interested in “Bring 

Your Own Dinner.” Questions? 

Contact tag@firstuuomaha.org.      

                          

Somatic Education & Psychother-

apy: The Many Faces of the Tao 

Saturday, Nov. 14, 10:30am-1pm in 

the Common Room. This workshop 

will provide a dynamic journey 

through the field of Somatic Psy-

chology. We will begin with an 

overview of the branches: Develop-

mental, Movement & Dance, Trau-

ma, Humanistic and Psychody-

namic. Further, a lecture and exer-

cises in key modalities within each 

branch, will be offered. We will 

move, play, meditate and com-

mune with these significant and 

diverse works. No experience    

necessary. All movement will be 

moderate and suitable for all ages 

and fitness levels.  Adults only.  

There will be a one half (1/2) hour 

break. A light snack will be served. 

Participation is free. By reservation 

only. Presented by: Vickie Hawks 

Love, MA, BSM, LMT, Somatic  

Educator and Consultant. To       

reserve your space, call Vickie at 

(805) 637-6855 or email: 

vhlbodymind@gmail.com.  

 

Church Events  

mailto:kathryn.oliver@outlook.com
mailto:tag@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:vhlbodymind@gmail.com
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People’s Film Festival 

Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 7pm in the                 

Common Room. All are welcome to 

this showing of "The War on Whis-

tleblowers: Free Press and the Na-
tional Security State.” Whistle-
blower advocates are fuming at the 
Obama administration’s actions 
against federal employees whom it 
considers to be leakers of national 

security information. More details 

can be found at the link:  

http://www.imdb.com/title/

tt2910440. 

 

UU&YOU Class 

Wednesday, November 18 at 7pm in 

the Merritt Lounge. Visitors, newcom-

ers, and the just curious are invited 

to this introduction to Unitarian 

Universalism and First Unitarian 

Church of Omaha, along with an 

opportunity to share our religious 

journeys in a theologically diverse 

"safe" place. Conversation will also 

include some of our history and 

things going on here at our church. 

RSVP can be addressed to            

uuclass@firstuuomaha.org or see or 

call Jaime at (402-657-9386). 

 

The Women’s Religious Study 

Covenant Group 

Thursday, Nov. 19 at 1pm in the            

Merritt Lounge. The topic is 

“Resilience” and the leader is           

Linda Parker. If there are ques-

tions, contact Evelyn Whitehill, 712

-366-2748 or ewhitehill@cox.net. 

 

Bible Study with the Parson  

Thursday, Nov. 19 at 7pm in the         

Common Room. At this  meeting of 

the Bible class, we will interpret 

the Book of Jonah and discuss 

whether the book has any rele-

vance in our lives. All perspectives 

are welcome—if you’ve studied the 

text and can defend your position.  

Before the class ends, Rev. Frank 

will introduce a passage from           

Ecclesiastes, which we will inter-

pret and discuss at the December 

meeting on Dec. 17.  

 

TDoR — Transgender Day of               

Remembrance  

Friday, Nov. 20 in the sanctuary at 

6:30pm with dessert reception follow-

ing in the Common Room  

TDoR was set aside to memorialize 

those who were killed due to anti-

transgender hatred or prejudice. 

TDoR is held every November 

20th, to honor Rita Hester, whose 

murder on November 28th, 1998 

kicked off the “Remembering Our 

Dead” web project and a San Fran-

cisco candlelight vigil in 1999. Rita 

Hester’s murder, like most anti-

transgender murder cases, has yet 

to be solved. In 2015, the United 

States has realized a record year in 

the number of  reported 

Transgender murders, 18 as of the 

creation of this article. This year 

marks the 4th anniversary of TDoR 

being hosted at the First Unitarian . 

What an honor to host such an im-

portant event for our community, 

for our church, for this nation. We 

ask for your help:  please plan to 

attend, and please share this event 

with others.   

 

Confronting Racism: Discussion 

with Clair Memorial Church  

Saturday, Nov. 21 at 10am to 1pm.  

The second two-church meeting on 

“Confronting Racism” will be held 

at our church. The first meeting, 

held at Clair Memorial United 

Methodist Church, was amazing!  

Thanks to all who participated. In 

the second, we will finish up the 

work of identifying how racism 

looks and feels in Omaha, and this 

time, since we’re beginning with 

greater trust, we can go a little 

deeper. Then we’ll start to address 

how two small churches can make 

a difference. Join us—even if you 

weren’t able to attend the first dis-

cussion. This is the work our faith 

calls us to. 

 

Women’s Alliance Bake Sale   

Sunday, November 22. Please drop off 

your baked goods or store-bought 

goodies on Saturday, November 21 

from 1pm to 4pm so they can be 

packaged and priced. Then stop by 

Sunday, November 22 during the 

10:30 coffee hour for some goodies 

for your Thanksgiving feast or to 

eat on the way home from church. 

Proceeds from the bake sale go the 

Women’s Alliance Education Fund. 

If you buy goodies and plan to 

attend the 11:15am service, the 

women will package and label 

them for you to pick up after the 

service. Want to help with sale? 

Email wa@firstuuomaha.org to 

sign up.   

 

RE Council 

Sunday, Nov. 22 at 12:30pm in Jan’s 

office. All parents are invited to this 

meeting to discuss Sunday School 

and religious education. Email Jan 

at dre@firstuuomaha.org for more 

information.  

 

Book Club  

Monday, Nov. 23 at 7pm in the             

Merritt Lounge. Join us for our 

monthly meetings. Contact Dave to 

find out what we’re reading at                                                         

richardson.david@westside66.net. 

 

 

Church Events Continued... 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2910440
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2910440
mailto:uuclass@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:ewhitehill@cox.net
mailto:wa@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:richardson.david@westside66.net


  

 

THE FLAME | FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA |FIRSTUUOMAHA.ORG 6

  

 

 
2nd Annual Thanksgiving Dinner  

By Royal Carleton  

“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them is the measure of our Thanksgiving!”  

 I shared that quote in a letter sent to selected area churches that have been invited to help us reach 

100 guests for our 2nd Annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Tuesday, November 24 at 6pm. 

Many of those who helped last year have fond memories of a great experience and also noticed how 

our church breathed deeply and with love as we brought together a very diverse group of people.  

Nathan Kramer noted how great it was that “we” as volunteers were ministered to by the people 

whom we served. 

Catharine Dixon, our Church Administrator (Extraordinaire), has been instrumental in helping us 

identify those who have benefited from our own Neighborhood Ministry programs, connected with 

local neighborhood churches, and our sister church Clair Memorial United Methodist to reach our 

goal of 100 guests. 

 This year we are serving turkey, ham, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet potatoes, green bean 

casserole, cranberries, breads, dinner rolls, and desserts. 

Can you help?  Yes, you sure can!  And we need your help, please.   

There are three main ways to help: 

 1. Food. Donations of prepared food according to our menu selection.   

2. Volunteer to help at the event. Set up, serving, table ambassadors, clean up, tear down, and                

maybe helping transport people who need rides. 

3. Financial Help. We will need to rent a food warmer and to insure we have food items that were 

not donated or prepared, and money can be used for bus tickets or cab rides for those who may 

need that option for transportation to and from the event.  

This year’s logistic and dinner coordinator, again, is Nathan Kramer.  He has also set up an off-site 

webpage to help connect everyone with the event.  Please go here: http://tinyurl.com/ps4f7jf. 

In closing, I thank Rev. Frank for helping us with this event, Catharine Dixon for all she does, and 

Nathan Kramer for doing what he does so well!  I look forward to participating, witnessing, and   

experiencing the many blessings, love, and compassion that will be for all at this dinner. 

 

Pictured to the right: last year’s dinner in the  

Common Room.  

Church Events Continued... 

http://tinyurl.com/ps4f7jf
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Women’s Religious Studies  

During November and December 

the group is discussing Pope         

Francis' Encyclical Letter "Laudato 

Si' on Care for Our Common 

Home." We meet in the Merritt 

Lounge from 1 to 2:30pm most 

Thursdays. Questions? Contact 

Marcia Leise at mkleise@cox.net. 

 

Dungeons and Dragons Group 

Meeting  

Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 

month in the upstairs classroom after 

the second service. All D&D role play-

ers are invited. If you have                

questions, contact Roman at                       

rmnoriega1@cox.net, 402-769-4260. 

 

Bridge Group 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 

month in the upstairs classroom after 

the second service. If you’re a com-

plete novice, join us to learn how to 

play. If you've played before, come 

for some entertainment and time at 

the game table. Contact Scott at 

scott.kemper@gmail.com. 

 

Exploring Humanistic                              

Perspectives in Literature:                       

All You Need is Love 

With Ron Knapp 

Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 7pm in the               

Common Room. The program will           

include readings, among others, 

from Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 

Shakespeare, Rollo May, Francis 

Bacon, Andrew Marvell, Margery 

Biance, and Anne Morrow                  

Lindbergh. Come and enjoy               

literature, conversation and re-

freshments in a coffee house at-

mosphere. Please note: we are 

meeting the first Tuesday in           

December, which is a change in 

our schedule.  

OTOC Environmental Meeting 

Thursday, Dec. 3 at 7pm in the     

Whitney Young Classroom. To find 

out more about this team and to 

receive the meeting’s agenda 

please contact Laurie at                  

tothegifts@icloud.com. 

 

Ministry Team Meeting 

Saturday, Dec. 5 at 2pm in the       

Common Room. Team leaders and 

church members and friends come 

together to make decisions about 

upcoming projects and events. 

Questions? Contact 

mtc@firstuuomaha.org.  

 

Investment Club 

Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 7pm in the 

Whitney Young Room. This group is 

open to anyone interested in learn-

ing more about investments and 

will be run by Dean Christensen, 

long-time church member.              

Questions? Call Dean at 636-577-

5899. We will not meet in                      

November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening Circles 

Listening Circles are small groups 

that meet twice a month in order to 

explore deeper understanding of 

ourselves and to create new and 

lasting bonds between members 

and friends. In other settings, these 

are often called Small Group             

Ministry or Covenant Groups. The 

groups will be led by a facilitator, 

and there will be a set curriculum 

for each session. Meetings will last   

approximately 90 minutes. Want to 

join a circle? Email Kate at            

coachkate@cox.net.  

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Please consider joining Jack Heidel, 

Sharon Conlon, Kim Dunovan and 

Jerry Wagner as tutors for a 6th 

grade class at Wakonda                

Elementary School in North            

Omaha, 1:30 -2:20pm. We're look-

ing for a few more people to           

commit to helping out for just one 

day per week. This is a joint project 

with Clair Memorial Methodist 

Church. Contact Jack at                          

jackheidel@yahoo.com to express 

interest. 

 

 

Church Events Continued... 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Holiday Dinner on Saturday, December 12 

Social Hour at 5:30pm with dinner at 6:30pm 
  

More information will be available in the enews and order of     

service in the month of November.  

mailto:mkleise@cox.net
mailto:rmnoriega1@cox.net
mailto:scott.kemper@gmail.com
mailto:tothegifts@icloud.com
mailto:mtc@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coachkate@cox.net
mailto:jackheidel@yahoo.com
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Blessing Bags—An Opportunity to Help 
A couple of years ago, with the help of many local 

friends and my First UU family, we put together 50 

blessing bags that were given out to folks in the 

metro area who needed exactly that… a blessing, 

and all that was in the bag. 

 

The need has been identified, the call for help has 

been made, and now the call to action is being giv-

en!  We are going to put together 100 blessing bags 

that will be stored at our church and be given out 

to those in need via the Neighborhood Ministry 

Team. 

 

The cooler months and winter months can also be 

rough months for those without shelter, those with-

out permanent homes, those living in shelters, and 

those who  simply need some help. 

 

It is easy to take for granted having personal care 

items on hand: soap, shampoo, a comb, chap stick, 

cotton swabs, band-aids, a new pair of socks, warm 

gloves, etc.  

 

We will be collecting these items on Saturday,       

November 14 at the Omaha Wedding Chapel and 

Event Venue at 42nd and Center from 9am-1pm, 

and then we will put the bags together from 2pm-

5pm. We know that First UU can be counted on to 

make this happen.   

 

Items still needed: 

80-Bus Tickets (OMetro, single, adult), 100 pairs of 

gloves, shaving cream (100 small containers), 100 

stocking hats, 200 pairs of tube socks, diapers of 

various sizes. Thank you! 

Royal (402) 999-1379  

chaplainroyal@inclusivelife.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OWL Parent/Guardian Meeting at Second 

Unitarian Church of Omaha 
 OWL (Our Whole Lives) goes beyond sex-ed into 

self-ed. Second Unitarian Church will be offering 

this class for grades 1 & 2 and 5 & 6 in January.  In 

order to attend the class, a parent or guardian must 

attend a meeting or set up a meeting with one of 

the facilitators to learn about the curriculum and 

sign off on the class. If custody is split, we prefer 

both parents sign off. A parent meeting is sched-

uled for Sunday, December 6, from 11:30am-1pm at 

Second Unitarian Church. Delicious homemade 

soups (vegan included) will be provided for lunch. 

You are welcome to bring breads/rolls, salads or 

deserts! Childcare will be provided. Questions? 

Contact Molly Kliment-Jenkins, Director of Reli-

gious Education at Second Unitarian, at 

dre@2uomaha.org. Second Unitarian Church is           

located at 3012 South 119th Street. 

 

Second Unitarian Retirees’ Group 
Please join the Retirees’ Group at Second Unitarian 

Church for a presentation on the history of Fort    

Atkinson Nebraska on Tuesday, November 10, 

from 1 to 2 pm.  Fort Atkinson was the first U.S. 

military post west of the Missouri River, estab-

lished in 1820 on recommendation of the Lewis and 

Clark Expedition. Located at Fort Calhoun, the fort 

was important to the early fur trade, river traffic 

and Indian relations. John Slader, presenter, is the 

Superintendent of Fort Atkinson and has worked at 

the Park for more than 40 years.  The presentation 

will include a video of the history of Fort Atkinson 

and information about the Park today.   

All are welcome to this free event! Second Unitari-

an Retirees meet monthly for socializing, fun, per-

sonal growth, and learning. 

  

Second Unitarian Church of Omaha is located at 

3012 South 119th Street, on the southwest corner of 

119th St. and Westwood Lane near 120th & Center.  

For directions and a map, visit 2uomaha.org. 

  

mailto:chaplainroyal@inclusivelife.org
mailto:dre@2uomaha.org
2uomaha.org
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Overview of Sunday School and Activities  

 

 

Birth-Kindergarten  9:15am-12:30pm Nursery open. Adult signs child in/out. 

 

 

 

Kindergarten-Grade 5  9:15-10:30 am. Community Time.  Middle classroom RE wing. 

Optional, adult-supervised play.  Sign-in/out sheet, make contact with supervising adult(s) at drop-

off. 

 

 *10:30-11:15 am.  Class Time.  Formal curriculum and teachers.  K-2nd grade meets north 

classroom (Jan’s office).  3-5th meets middle classroom of RE wing. 

 

 11:15 am-12:30 pm.  Community Time.  Middle classroom RE wing. Optional, adult-

supervised play.  Sign-in/out sheet, make contact with supervising adult(s) at drop-off. 

 

 

 

Grades 6-12 9:00-10:30 am.   Attend Church or Community Time at Spielbound.  Adult-

supervised board games at Spielbound (1 block from church).  Parent responsible for drop-off/pick-

up and having contact info on file.   

 

 *10:30-11:15 am.   Class Time at Spielbound.  Game choice and discussion with teachers.  

Youth at church walk over with Ryan Cook after first service, meeting at west RE door.  Otherwise, 

parent responsible for drop-off. 

 

 11:15am-12:30pm.  Attend Church or Community Time at Spielbound.  Adult-supervised 

board games at Spielbound.  Parent responsible for drop-off/pick-up and having contact info on 

file.   

 

 

 

If you have questions about Sunday School or anything related to religious education at 

First Unitarian Church, please contact Jan Wilson, our Director of Religious Education.                

Her email is dre@firstuuomaha.org. Her phone number is 402-345-3039 ext. 103. 

 

 

 

* denotes class time 

mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

Special Places Throughout Time: 

 

Dr. Shane Farritor gave a presenta-

tion at a Nebraska Humanities 

event last year about the UNL  

Maker Space on the Nebraska      

Innovation Campus.  

 

A Maker Space is a place where  

creativity is encouraged by group-

ing people of multiple disciplines 

working on different projects in the 

same physical space. There are        

numerous tools and resources in 

the physical space: laser cutters, 

plastics and electronic labs, a           

machine shop, a wood shop, 3-D 

printers, etc. The Maker Space on 

the Nebraska Innovation Campus is 

large:  17,000 square feet. 

 

At the event, Dr. Farritor said some-

thing I found profound and             

inspiring (the following is a para-

phrase):  “Throughout time, there 

have been special places where a 

tremendous, almost magical, 

amount of creativity and innovation 

occurred. Bell Labs from 1935 to 

1960. Silicon Valley in the 1970s and 

1980s. Florence in the 1500s. These 

places were special because the        

environment enabled them to be 

special. The purpose of the Nebras-

ka Innovation Campus Maker 

Space is to create an environment in 

Lincoln that can become one of the 

special places where creativity and 

innovation happen magically.” 

 

You may have noticed Dr. Farritor 

referenced Florence in the 1500s.  If 

you’ve ever read (and been inspired 

by) The Agony and the  Ecstasy by  

Irving Stone, you may have a sense 

of the environment and creativity 

and innovation he was referencing. 

Florence in the 1500s, was a place 

and time of humanism, which had 

its origin in Ancient Greece. If 

you’ve ever read (and been inspired 

by) The Greek  Way by Edith                

Hamilton, you may have a sense as 

to the environment and creativity 

and innovation that was happening 

there and then. 

 

Ron Knapp recently hosted a              

humanism event featuring Beetho-

ven. Beethoven’s time and place is 

discussed online in the Tufts Uni-

versity “Tufts Magazine” article: 

“The Town that Made Beethoven:  

Bonn, Germany, of the 1780s was 

the Perfect Place to Raise a Musical 

Revolutionary.”  If you read this 

article, you may get a sense for the 

environment which enabled               

Beethoven’s creativity and innova-

tion to flourish. 

 

Church as a Spiritual Maker Space: 

 

Metaphorically speaking, we, as a 

church community, have many of 

the elements necessary to move     

toward becoming something like a 

“Spiritual Maker Space” or a place 

where creativity and innovation 

happen magically. 

 

It seems to happen now at times, 

doesn’t it? But imagine taking it to 

the next level and involving every-

one who wanted to be involved.  

What would that mean? What 

would have to happen?  Or, per-

haps the question is: “What are the 

environmental conditions that un-

leash human potential?”  If we use 

the place/time combinations pre-

sented as inspiration, it may be a 

simple combination of items such 

as: 

 

·Put people who have different  

specialties and backgrounds         

together on interesting projects in 

the same physical space. 

·Recognize and encourage  new  

ideas. 

· Err on the side of action and            

experimentation. 

· Have lots of tools and resources 

available.  

· Figure out ways to say yes to ideas 

that are presented. 

· Encourage others to strive to 

achieve their full potential. 

· Assist others in figuring out ways 

to make things happen. 

·Accept help and ideas from others. 

· Do things in different ways. 

· Have a can-do attitude. 

· Encourage one another. 

· Brainstorm. 

· Accept each other’s assumptions. 

· Celebrate talent and ability. 

· Have an abundance mentality. 

· Have faith in the future and each 

other. 

· Let go of the past. 

 

If we do more of these things, in 

ever greater quantities, perhaps we 

can become a metaphorical 

“Spiritual Maker Space” and even 

more of a special place where       

creative and innovation happen 

magically. 
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Our Church as a Special Place Where Creativity and Innovation                               

Happen Magically       By Jack Round, Church President 
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Heart & Hand Auction a Big Success!!  
  

By Donna Neff and Kathi Oliver  

The 2015 Heart & Hand Auction on October 23rd was both a lot of 

FUN and a FUNdraising success! At Flame press time, immediately 

post-Auction, preliminary estimates already had us at nearly $15,000   

in revenue, with many open seats still open for post-auction purchase. 

It looks like we are on track to reach this year’s FUNdraising goal of $17,000 for the operating budget! 

Thank you to the many generous donors, enthusiastic bidders and buyers, and hard-working volun-

teers who made the Auction possible. Also, no matter what outcome for FUNdraising, we think the 

Auction has become a wonderful engine fueling community building in the church with all the social 

events. It is hard to find an open spot on the Auction event calendar.  

The auction party itself had a potluck packed with delicious food, a room filled with costumed guests 

(plus a noisy toy pig and chicken). Our awesome MC and Auctioneer, Kabin Thomas, kept us         

organized and laughing even as our pocketbooks emptied!  Early-Bird raffle winners, Louise Jeffrey 

and Barb Henney, got to race up to the Silent Auction ahead of the crowd.  Lots of folks left with door 

prizes. Winners of the costume contest were Jacqueline Anderegg (#1), Kathy Campbell (#2) and 

Mary Thomas (#3). 

Post-auction sales will continue another week at church and on the Auction Website.  The church       

bulletin boards and website will soon have event pictures, the Auction Calendar of events, lists of 

Auction volunteers, and updated financial outcomes.   

Guest Seats for Auction Events:  Some of you had big hearts and purchased extra “guest” seats for 

auction events.  Thank you!  Please invite your guests yourself, or contact Auction Team for help             

distributing them. Inquiries about guest seats go to Auction Team and we’ll see what we can do.     

Bills and Post-Auction Follow-up:  We have found billing after the auction works well with our trust-

worthy buyers.  Watch for email!  If we have a working email address, buyers will receive their bills 

and donors will receive their receipts (including participants) via email soon.  Otherwise, expect a 

mailed summary.  The email will come from our auction software (CharityAuctionOrganizer), so 

don’t treat it as spam. Please pay auction bills as soon as possible (saving the expense of more 

stamps).  To set up a series of payments, just let us know.  The Auction Team will be following up to 

help assure all these wonderful events and items purchased are enjoyed.  Questions?  Contact                  

auction@firstuuomaha.org or call Donna (402-699-3183) or Kathi (402-214-2718).  Again—on behalf of 

the FUNdraising Team and our church--THANK YOU to all who participated!  

Photo by Scott Kemper  

mailto:auction@firstuuomaha.org
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Have a Great Idea For Our Church?  
By Jackie Anderegg, president-elect, Ministry Team Council member 

 

Do you have creative energy and enthusiasm for something you would like to introduce to First      

Unitarian? This could be an event, a forum, a new team/volunteer activity, or a special project. Do    

contact the Ministry Team Council! This Council (MTC) is the administrative arm of our church that 

serves to filter and support activities, events, and volunteer effort for our community. We are a group 

of five people, including our church administrator and minister, and one member elected by the Board 

and one member elected by the Ministry Team. The President-Elect of the church serves as the chair of 

the Ministry Team Council. The Ministry Team includes all of the team leaders of our church and 

meets every two months. The Ministry Team Council meets every month or as needed. 

 

It is the job of the Ministry Team Council to entertain proposals, debate them, and insure to the best of 

our ability that what proposals or events we endorse are consistent with the vision of the church, the 

Board’s goals and vision and the overall ministry of our community. We suggest that you put your 

proposal in writing and send it to our administrator who will then pass it on to the Ministry Team 

Council. Here are some suggestions for your proposal: 

 

 The purpose of your group: Put this in a one or two paragraph summary. 

 How does your group/event/activity further the mission or Board goals of this church? This may 

require a brief review of the materials on the website under the mission and Board goals. Don’t get 

too hung up on this, as it is the function of the MTC to determine this as well. 

 Your plans for meetings and activities? Kinds of activities, how often, where in the church or 

elsewhere, etc.  

 Who are the accountable leader/leaders? 

 What church resources will you need? Budget proposal, building and equipment needs, staff 

support, etc. 

 What expertise might you need and who will be providing that? 

 How will you measure the success of your effort? 

 

Once your proposal is submitted and reviewed, you may be contacted by the MTC to meet and discuss 

it and answer questions. If your proposal is approved, you may be asked to appear at the Ministry 

Team meeting to announce it and promote attendance or volunteer assistance. This should be as                

succinct as possible. 

 

We love to entertain new ideas and will do what we can to support activity that is consistent with our 

mission and vision of our board! 

 

 

 



  

 

What is Hope in             

Action? 
Our church believes in community, 

and that is what Hope in Action, a 

sub-team of the Caring Team, is all 

about. Any one of us might need                 

assistance, and we want to make it 

easier for you to ask for support and 

easier for you to offer support when 

others are in need. 

 

WHO IS SERVED? 

Church members, friends, regular                   

attendees and their spouses are                

eligible for assistance from Hope in 

Action. 

 

WHO CAN HELP? 

Everyone! Hope in Action is an                     

opportunity for everyone in our 

church community to support each 

other by sharing knowledge, skills 

and resources.  

 

Hope in Action will use church                     

communications, including the 

enews, to let our church community 

know when help is needed to                     

respond to a request for support. 

And we will report back to the 

church community about how we 

were able to respond. All communi-

cation will be done in a manner that             

maintains the degree of confidential-

ity requested by the person                  

seeking assistance. 

 

WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE                      

EXPECTED? 

Hope in Action is there when people 

are dealing with a medical problem, 

need transportation or help around 

the house, can use assistance with 

referrals to social service agencies or 

just need someone to talk to about 

the ups and downs of life. Our re-

sponse will vary depending on the 

type of support that is needed in 

our church community and what 

resources we have available.  

 

Although Hope in Action is not able 

to respond to emergencies, short-

term financial assistance may be 

available for lodging, food, clothing, 

medication, transportation and  util-

ities. Financial disbursements are 

not made directly to the person 

making the request for assistance.  

 

HOW TO ASK FOR SUPPORT 

Requests for assistance must be 

made directly by the person need-

ing help. Hope in Action does not               

respond to any anonymous or third-

party requests for assistance. 

 

Here are the ways you can ask for                 

support from Hope in Action. You 

may send an email to                                          

hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org or 

use the Hope in Action link on the 

church website. You may call the 

church office and press ext. 105 to 

leave a telephone message for Hope 

in Action. Or, you may simply com-

plete a Caring Card  located in the 

church pews and place it in the box 

in the church foyer.  

 

WHO DECIDES WHAT                 

SUPPORT WILL BE                       

OFFERED? 

Hope in Action will use a team ap-

proach, so at least three members of 

Hope in  Action must participate in 

determining the nature of the re-

sponse.  
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What is                         

Community 

Meals? 
Community Meals is an out-

reach to people in need in our 

church's neighborhood.   

Every Saturday members of          

various "First" churches and  

others take turns providing a 

hot meal and groceries to those 

in need at First Baptist Church 

(our neighbor just one block east 

of our church). First Unitarian 

Church has been part of this            

effort for several years. Four 

times a year our church 

"caters" and serves the meal and 

distributes the groceries                       

provided by Trader Joe’s. There 

are First Unitarian Church  

members who work at the site 

on a weekly basis and additional 

help is always needed. 

Email dianewithem@gmail.com 

to help with this lunch. Thank 

you! 

  

Share the Plate—

Partner Church   
Each month one-half of the loose 

currency  collected in the offer-

ing plate is donated to a local 

cause that advances important 

principles of Unitarianism. This 

month’s recipient is our Partner 

Church. See next page for           

details.  

mailto:hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dianewithem@gmail.com


  

 

A TRIP TO TRANSYLVANIA – NOT 

TO FIND DRACULA, BUT TO VISIT 

THE MEMBERS OF 1ST UNITARIAN 

CHURCH’S PARTNER CHURCH IN 

FIRTOSMARTONOS,                               

TRANSYLVANIA, ROMANIA 
Our church has had a Partner Church in              

Firtosmartonos, Transylvania, Romania since 

1992. Firtosmartonos is an agricultural village 

of 140 Unitarians in Transylvania where             

European Unitarianism started in 1568! 

 

Members and friends of our church have been 

visiting Firtosmartonos since 1992.  Some of 

the time two or three people visited; other 

times as many as 12 people visited. Each time 

1st U members and friends traveled to Tran-

sylvania, they have had home stays with fami-

lies in the village.  In 1992 and 1993, the 

homes in Firtosmartonos were lacking in 

modern amenities, including indoor plumb-

ing. Now virtually all of the houses have 

modern plumbing, modern kitchens, televi-

sion sets, and even computers. Although there 

are many horses and carts that are used to go 

into the village forest to bring firewood back 

to the village residents, most residents now 

have cars.  Most of the residents of the village 

are, or have been, dairy farmers.  Every morn-

ing at 7:30am, the cows and goats wander 

through village on their way to the pastures.  

Every evening, they return to be milked.               

Being a partially self-sustaining agriculture 

village, most families have large gardens. 

 

While staying in the village, the visitors take 

side trips to Unitarian sites, many of which 

are UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  These 

sites include the city of Segesvar (Sighisoara), 

a 12th-century Saxon craft and trading town, 

which has a restored Citadel.  Segesvar is also 

where Vlad Tepes (Dracula) was born.  There 

are a number of fortified churches in the area.  

Many of these churches were originally       

Roman Catholic. After 1568, these churches 

became Unitarian churches.  Recently, some of 

the churches have been restored and Roman 

Catholic frescos have been found under the 

plaster and paint.  Also, to protect the people 

living in the area from attacks by Ottoman in-

vaders, thick walls were built around the 

churches. 

 

Tentative plans for the next Pilgrimage by 

members and friends of 1st Unitarian Church 

include:  

June and/or July 2016. (2016 is the 110th year 

anniversary of the village church.) Minimum 

is seven days, probably 14 days; individuals 

can extend the trip by adding places to visit in  

Europe before and/or after the days in Tran-

sylvania. 

 

A trip to Firtosmartonos includes (this itiner-

ary can be shortened for those who cannot be 

gone 14 days): 

A. Flying to Budapest and sightseeing in Bu-

dapest for four days; 

B. Taking a train from Budapest to Kolozsvar 

(Cluj), the “capital” of Transylvanian              

Unitarianism; 

C. Touring historic Unitarian sites in             

Kolozsvar and the region for four days; 

D. Spending six days in Firtosmartanos, and 

visiting the historic Unitarian sites near            

Firtosmartonos; 

E. Flying back to Omaha from Budapest or  

Bucharest  or other airport in Europe if you 

want to extend the trip by visiting elsewhere 

in Europe. 

 

Estimated cost for airfare and lodging: $2,600/

person. This does not include food except in 

the village. Please go here: 

www.firstuuomaha.org/#!partner-church-/

xm3ju  for more information. 
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“Who Are Those Guys” 
Part I 
By Dave Richardson  
 

In the classic film Butch Cassidy 

and The Sundance Kid, Butch and 

The Kid are being relentlessly 

pursued by several men on 

horseback. They often remark 

“Who are Those Guys?” I often 

ask that question as I enter the 

sanctuary and walk past the 

plaques on the back (south) wall.  

The bas-relief memorial to             

Newton Mann and the honor 

roll of previous ministers speak 

for themselves and have been 

discussed in previous Flame              

articles, but there are two 

plaques commemorating former 

members whose names are not 

as familiar. With the help of 

some old board minutes, the            

internet and some very kindly 

people in the genealogy depart-

ment of the downtown library, I 

was able to find out a few things 

about “those guys.” This article 

will discuss one of them:                   

Bernard Winslow Capen, whose 

bronze plaque is located on the 

southwest side of the back wall 

of the sanctuary and a later in-

stallment will look at two others.   

 

The story of Bernard Capen            

reveals a man possessed of great 

intellectual and leadership skills.  

He used these skills to great ad-

vantage during a trying time for 

the church. His death at the age 

of 37 was indeed a sad ending to 

a brief, but remarkable life.       

Mr. Capen graduated from MIT 

in 1902 and came to Omaha to 

work at the Nebraska Telephone 

Co. He served as Chairman of 

the Board of Trustees during the 

nadir of our church history.  

  

In 1912 the minister had re-

signed, the church building had 

been sold and as a result, mem-

bership had dropped significant-

ly. Through the determination of 

the Women’s Alliance the 

church was not disbanded de-

spite the feeling of some church 

leaders that dissolving the 

church was the only option. The 

30-year-old Mr. Capen was cho-

sen as Board Chairman to lead 

the attempt to save the church.  

During this period (1912-17), the 

church services and meetings 

were held at various meeting 

halls and other rented facilities, 

An Easter service was even held 

on the lawn of the Joslyn Castle.  

By 1916 the church was able to 

obtain a Parish House on north 

40th St. Later that year, it was  

determined that we should pur-

chase land on the corner of             

Harney and Turner Blvd to 

build a new church. Mr. Capen 

was selected to chair the Build-

ing Committee. Working closely 

with the 27-year-old architect, 

Alan MacDonald, these two 

young men brought the dream 

to reality in 1918. Unfortunately, 

Mr. Capen died of a brain tumor 

on March 15 of that year, six 

months before the dedication of 

the new church, which he had 

worked tirelessly to bring into 

being. His plaque reads: 

“In memory of Bernard              

Winslow Capen whose spiritual  

vision, vigorous mind and steadfast 

loyalty were devoted to this church 

of the liberal faith” 

 

So the next time you enter the 

sanctuary and make your way to 

the west side aisle, take a quick 

look at those plaques which     

remind us that indeed “we drink 

from wells we did not dig and 

we are warmed by fires we did 

not build.” 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating Our Heritage  
 
Two important church                             
anniversaries are approaching:   
- 150th anniversary of the signing 
of the Articles of Incorporation of 
The First Unitarian Church of 
Omaha - August 22, 1869  
- 100th anniversary of the                    
dedication of the church building 
- September 29, 1918  
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 The Sarah Joslyn  
Society Welcomes 
New Members 
By Donna Neff 
 
The Sarah Joslyn Society,          
comprised of generous folks 
who have declared their intent 
to leave a bequest to the church, 
recently welcomed two new 
members:  Dave Richardson and 
Shelton Hendricks. This month 
we will briefly introduce Dave, 
with Shelton to follow later. 
Dave is a long-time UU, first 
attending Second Unitarian in 
the 1970-80s. After a hiatus, 
when being a debate coach     
absorbed weekends, he joined 
First Unitarian in  October of 
1998. Since that time, he has           
given countless hours to the 
church working on our                   
Archives, serving on the Board 
and as President, organizing 
Book Club, being a frequent 
Worship Associate and a mem-
ber of the Tolerant Atheists 
Group, plus too many other 
tasks to list! A high school  
teacher since 1966, Dave taught 
at Omaha Bryan for 20 years, 
then at Westside from 1987 until 
he retired in 2004.  He currently 
teaches several classes at Metro, 
and is Executive Secretary for 
the Westside Education Associa-
tion. He and his wife Colleen 
have been married 21 years, 
with 6 children and 10 grand-
children. Besides grandkids, his       
favorite hobbies include golfing, 
reading, and exploring single 
malts. Given his passion for his-
tory, Dave invites your help to 
prepare for two big church 

anniversaries. September 2018 

will be the 100th Anniversary of 

our building; August 2019 will 

be the 150th Anniversary of our 

incorporation as a church.  

Asked why he joined the SJ         

Society, Dave said his archive 

work taught him that over time 

churches often face financial 

concerns. He wants to do what-

ever small part he can to support 

First Unitarian Church’s future. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured above: Dave Richardson.  

Photographer: Bob Hess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Member               

Celebration 
By Carolyn McNamara 

 

On October 11, those who have 

joined the church in the last year 

were honored at a celebration of 

their membership. A wine, appe-

tizers and desserts reception was 

hosted by the Membership Team 

in the Common  Room. New 

members attending included 

Carol Cronin, Donna Tubach-

Davis, Steve Davis, Beccy 

Hatcher, Collin Hatcher, Mark 

Loscutoff and Kabin Thomas. 

Present in spirit-only were Bill 

Huntington, Kate McKillip, 

Brandon McAnally, Lita             

Magisana, Lori Schaaf, Candi 

and Ray Walden. 

 

Congratulations and welcome to 

First Unitarian Church! 

 

Pictured above: new members at the 

dinner. Photographer: Carolyn 

McNamara.  
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Meet Our Leaders Minister 

Frank Rivas 

minister@firstuuomaha.org 

Director of Religious                    

Education 

Jan Wilson 

dre@firstuuomaha.org 

Church Administrator 

Catharine Dixon 

admin@firstuuomaha.org 

Membership Coordinator 

Carrie Helmberger  

coordinator@firstuuomaha.org 

Organist 

Pat Will 

Choir Director 

Bob McMeen 

Custodian 

Bobby Medrano 

Early Service Pianist 

Stan Harper 

Choir Accompanist 

Keith Hart 

Minister Emeritus 

Ronald Knapp 
 

Nominating Committee 

Mary Thomas, Kim Callaghan, 

Molly Dewell, Joe Schaaf,             

Nadine Keith, Dave Olson 
 
 

 

THE FLAME 

Deadlines are the 15th of each 

month. Word limit: 200. Send 

your submissions to                   

admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
 

Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon 

Proofers: Lana Hammel,            

Scott Kemper, Lois Norris,                    

Debbie Hunsberger 

Flame Mailing Team:                              

Debbie Hunsberger,                                   

Linda Hruska, Howard Bolton, 

Kim Callaghan, Lisa Calhoun 

Board Members 

Jack Round (President), Jackie Anderegg (President-Elect),                      
Sheri Conner, Cy Leise (Secretary), Kabin Thomas,                               
Dean Christensen,  Jack Heidel, Linda Parker  

board@firstuuomaha.org  

Trustees of the Capital Trust 

Tim Duggan (2016), Steve Hutchinson (2017), Evelyn Whitehill (2018) 

Committee on Ministry  

Jaime Alexander, Katrina Schmidt, Marie Sedlacek, Alan Vovolka 

   

Ministry Team Council 

Rev. Frank Rivas, Jackie Anderegg, Diane Withem, Nellie Chenoweth 

mtc@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 

Archives - Dave Richardson      

Caring - Katrina Schmidt       

Chalice Guild - Kay Lynn Goldner    

Community Meals - Diane Withem  

Fellowship - Judith Wright, Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth 

Finance - Walt Jesteadt       

Fundraising - Donna Neff & Kathi Oliver  

Hope in Action -  Kim Dunovan  

Hospitality Teams - Kim Callaghan  

House and Grounds - Pierce Carpenter     

Membership - Beth Conover   

Neighborhood Ministry - Royal Carleton    

Office - Carolyn McNamara            

Omaha Together One Community - Laurie Gift 

Partner Church - Janet West      

Religious Education - Sheri Conner   

Women’s Alliance - Nellie Chenoweth      

Worship Arts Team - Megan Gustafson  

Young Adult Group - Kathi Oliver                                               

YRUU - Ben Wallace & Shawne Coonfare 

 

Newsletter cover photograph by Scott Kemper  

mailto:minister@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:board@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:mtc@firstuuomaha.org
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Team Fair 
Sunday, Nov. 1 during both coffee 
hours in the Common Room 
See page 4 for information.  
 
Mystic Sojourn CUUPS 
Sunday, Nov. 1 at 7pm in the Common 
Room 
See page 4 for more information.  
 
OTOC Environmental Action 
Team Meeting  
Thursday, Nov. 5 at 7pm in the            
Whitney Young Room 
 
CommUUnity Night 
Friday, Nov. 6 at 5:30pm  
See page 4 for information. 
 
Second Sunday Social at Seven 
(SSSS) 
Sunday, Nov. 8 at 7pm in the Common 
Room 
See page 4 for details.  
 
Women’s Alliance 
Monday, Nov. 9 at 6:30pm 
See page 4 for details.  
 
Board Meeting  
Tuesday, Nov. 10 at 7pm in the             
Common Room 
 
Tolerant Atheist Group (TAG) 
Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 12 at 7pm 
See page 4 for details.  
 
Somatic Education: The Many  
Faces of the Tao 
Saturday, Nov. 14 at 10:30am in the 
Common Room 
See page 4 for details.  
 
Flame Deadline 
Submit your newsletter articles to 
admin@firstuuomaha.org by                    
November 15 at noon. 
 
Private Recital 
Sunday, Nov. 15 at 4pm in the             
Sanctuary 
 

 
People’s Film Festival 
Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 7pm in the                
Common Room 
See page 5 for more information.  
 
UU & You Class 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 7pm in the 
Merritt Lounge  
See page 5 for details.  
 
Bible Study with the Parson  
Thursday, Nov. 19 at 7pm 
See page 5 for details.  
 
Transgender Day of Remembrance 
Friday, Nov. 20 at 6:30pm 
See page 5 for details.  
 
Confronting Racism: Joint Work-
shop with Clair Memorial 
Saturday, Nov. 21 at 10am 
See page 5 for information.  
 
Women’s Alliance Bake Sale 
Sunday, Nov. 22 during the 10:30am 
coffee hour in the Common Room 
See page 5 for information. 
 
RE Council Meeting 
Sunday, Nov. 22 at 12:30pm in Jan’s 
Office 
See page  5 for details.  
 
Book Club 
Monday, Nov. 23 at 7pm in the Merritt 
Lounge 
See page 5 for more information.  
 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
Tuesday, Nov. 24 in the Common 
Room  
See page 6 for information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recurring... 
 
Meditation 
Every Tuesday at 8am in the                         
sanctuary 
See page 3 for information.  
 
Choir  
Rehearses every Wednesday at 7pm in 
the Sanctuary  
 
YRUU  
Meets every Wednesday at 7pm in the 
Common Room 
 
Lunch with the Minister 
Thursdays at noon in the Common 
Room 
See page 3 for details.  
 
Women’s Religious Studies Group  
Meets most Thursdays at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge  
See page 7 for information.  
 
Dungeons & Dragons Group 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month after the service. See page 7.  
 
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month after the service. See page 7.  
 
Listening Circles 
Various dates/times. See the calendar 
online here: www.firstuuomaha.org/#!
calendar-month/c1yks. See page 7  
 
 
 

Looking ahead… 
 
Perspectives in Literature  
Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 7pm in the       
Common Room 
See page 7 for details.  
 
Holiday Dinner 
Saturday, Dec. 12 in the Common 
Room 
See page 7 for details.  
 

Church Events  

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!calendar-month/c1yks
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/#!calendar-month/c1yks
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