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Sunday, October 6 at 10:30am 
"Yearning to Belong" 
Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
What is required of me to feel a deep sense of          
belonging? Must I share my whole self? What of the 
broken parts? Can I truly belong while also shunning 
concepts of sin, confession, forgiveness, or                           
reconciliation? 
 
 
Sunday, October 13 at 10:30am 
"Good Stewards of Mother Earth" 
Margaret Hines, guest speaker  
Stewardship is a theological belief that humans should 
take care of their world. Believers represent many  
religions. The Lakota (Sioux) view is especially 
strong, very spiritual, and hopefully inspirational for 
the future. 
About the speaker: Margaret Hines is the author of 
"Who Cries for Mother Earth," a novel about Lakota 
spirituality, culture and the Lakota view of Mother 
Earth and Father Sky. Margaret was born and raised in 
the Black Hills of South Dakota and studied with a 
Lakota Medicine Man for 15 years. 
 
 
Sunday, October 20 at 10:30am 
"UU Theology?!?"   
Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
Is there such a thing as a Unitarian Universalist             
theology? What about humanists and/or                    
atheists? How could people who don't believe in a     
traditional God have a theology?  What kind of frame-
work might hold such a theologically and                            
philosophically diverse community? 
  
 
Sunday, October 27 at 10:30am 
EMR Sunday 
Please join the Early Morning Risers for a special  
concert service featuring EMR's favorite songs from 
the past and present. You won't want to miss this            
entertaining morning of music! 
 
 
 

Note on Forums:  
Sunday Forums have been discontinued for the 
time being. 

Sunday Services   Church Parking  
 
Parking is directly west of the church in  the surface  
parking lot or on the street. We want to save the surface 
lot for those who need to park closer. You may park 
in the Midtown Crossing Parking Garage to the west of 
the church lot. The entrance to the parking garage is on           
Farnam Street. Have your ticket validated downstairs in 
the Common Room for free parking— 
with validation you receive FREE PARKING for the   
ENTIRE day. Questions? Email the church office at  
admin@firstuuomaha.org. See more info at our website 
here: www.firstuuomaha.org/directions. 
 

 
Windshield Decals for Church Lot 
 

In an effort to save our church parking for members,      
visitors, volunteers, and staff, the Ministry Team Council 
created a windshield decal (see the image below) last fall. 
Decals were given to church members and friends. The 
decals are small (3in. x 3in.) and can be placed in the 
front windshield in the top left or right-hand corner.  
Midtown Crossing shoppers and employees have been 
parking in the church lot—that causes problems,  
especially on Sunday mornings and during private             
wedding ceremonies. Our lot is small and each space is 
important so we can be welcoming to our visitors. If you 
still need a decal, you can pick one up this Sunday—
there’s a small basket filled with decals (along with a sign 
explaining what they are) next to the parking validation 
machine in the Common Room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Streaming Change 
 
Starting in October, we will no longer stream the service 
to the Common Room. Please sit in the Sanctuary. We 
understand that some people have a need to move around, 
and if that’s you, please sit near the door and leave          
quietly. We will continue to do our best to stream to 
YouTube so folks at home can watch, but in some cases 
the service will be recorded and posted to the website at a 
later date. Once equipment upgrades are completed, we 
plan that streaming every Sunday will return. To see           
archived Sunday services on the web, go here:  
www.firstuuomaha.org/streaming-video  
 

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/directions
https://www.firstuuomaha.org/streaming-video


  

 

THE FLAME | FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA |FIRSTUUOMAHA.ORG 3

 

Ministerial Musings from the Interim Minister 
By Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 
This past August, I did a “Question Box Sermon” in which members, friends, and  
visitors were asked to submit questions they would like to ask me, the minister.   
I did my best to answer several of them during the service, but the pile of question  
cards remains quite large, so I thought I’d use this space to answer a few more.   
Here goes…! 
 
What would you tell a prospective minister is the best reason to come  
to Omaha? 
Do I have to pick only one reason?  I’d say the (relative) lack of traffic for a city  
of this size would top the list. Before I arrived, a member of the Board told me you  
could get to any place in Omaha from almost any other place in Omaha in 20 minutes. I had a hard time  
believing it, but it has turned out to be true. At least for the places I’m going to and coming from! Other top 
reasons include good food, modest cost of living, and there being lots of fun things to do. 
 
What is your favorite hymn? 
It’s even more difficult to answer this question with only one response! I have wonderful memories from  
childhood of the choir processing down the center aisle while singing loudly and joyfully, so Holy, Holy, Holy 
and Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee would top the list for that reason.  I love many of the old nineteenth century 
hymns with traditional melodies and reworked verses. Wake, Now My Vision is a favorite hymn I used at my 
ordination. We Laugh, We Cry is a favorite hymn from the first Unitarian Universalist congregation I joined.  
Blue Boat Home is a favorite contemporary song as are Return Again and How Could Anyone? Just as Long as 
I Have Breath is the song I would consider to be the prayer for my life and which I hope would be sung at my 
own memorial service someday. 
 
What is the biggest challenge in being a Unitarian Universalist minister? 
Another UU minister once spoke of ministers as living with one foot in each of two worlds: the world as it 
should be and the world as it is. I’m paraphrasing, of course, but living in the tension between the two is            
probably my biggest challenge. 
 
When you feel depleted or stressed what helps you restore balance? 
There are a few things. One is listening to music. A good example is from the time I spent as a chaplain  
resident in a Level 1 Trauma Center and Burn Unit. I saw a lot of trauma and a lot of pain and I found solace in 
music, especially in a song called Broken Hallelujah by the Afters. Another thing that helps me to restore  
balance is doing spiritual art. Sometimes that’s a practice called Soul Collage, other times it is keeping an art 
journal. 
 
If you enjoyed seeing these questions and answers, please let me know. Maybe I’ll do a few more next time! 
 
In faith, 
Rev. Michelle 
 
 
 
 

Many exciting things are happening in Religious Education at First Unitarian.  
See page 15 for more information! 
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Leadership Talk Back 
Sunday, Sept. 29 at 11:30am in the 
Common Room. The MTC (Ministry 
Team Council) and the Church Board 
want to hear from you. Have ques-
tions? Suggestions? Please join your 
church leaders! 
 
Cottage Meetings by the Search            
Committee 
Various dates in October. See page 11. 
 
KIOS Bundled Donations  
This campaign runs the whole month 
of October. See page 12. 
 
Compassionate Communication 
Group  
Meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm in the Common Room.  
Using Compassionate Communication 
developed by Marshall Rosenberg, 
PhD, we learn to connect with our-
selves and others with empathy and to 
act in greater harmony with our values. 
Learning to communicate more  
compassionately, like speaking a new 
language, takes practice. Contact  
Suzanne: nvcsuz@gmail.com for  
details. 
 
Cakes for the Queen of Heaven—
Five-Session Class 
This class has already started and           
registration was required. Meeting 
dates this month: Thursdays, Oct. 3 
and Oct. 17 at 6:30pm. Questions? 
Contact Christina at  
DRE@firstuuomaha.org.  
  
CommUUnity Night   
Friday, Oct. 4 at 5:30pm in the            
Common Room. All are welcome to 
this casual potluck. If you don’t have 
time to pick up something to bring, 
that’s okay. All we want is you. Child-
care is provided. Facebook event here:  
 www.facebook.com/
events/2309987462586223/. 
 
Stewardship UnEvent:  
Thank You Slideshow 
Sunday, Oct. 6 during Coffee Hour. 
See page 9 for details.  
 
Omaha Polyamory Discussion 
Group 
Sunday, Oct. 6 at 6:30pm in 
the Common Room. We invite any 
who embrace and support ethical non-

monogamy-based loving relationships. 
We strive to offer a safe place to meet 
and discuss topics, issues, and              
hardships we face as                              
polyamorous individuals and families.   
This group will meet the 1st Sunday of 
each month through April.  
 
People's Film Festival 
Monday, Oct. 7 at 7pm in the  
Common Room. We will watch the film 
42, which tells the story of Jackie  
Robinson and Branch Rickey. Go here 
for the Facebook event: 
www.facebook.com/
events/733326817119205/  
 
The 3F Book Bonanza Group 
Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 7pm in the          
Merritt Lounge. We will discus the 
book titled The Changeling by       
Victor LaValle. For questions, please 
contact Sheri Conner at                           
ksvortex@msn.com. In November,           
we will discuss  the book titled   
The Elegance of the Hedgehog by 
Muriel Barbery.  
 
Blessing Bag Day 
Friday, Oct. 11 in the Common Room. 
See flyer on page 21.  
 
Women’s Alliance  
We will not meet in October. Save 
Monday, Nov. 11 for our next meeting. 
 
Potluck at Bellevue Berry Farm! 
Saturday, Oct. 12, 12-4pm, at Bellevue 
Berry Farm. See page 20. 
 
The Flame Newsletter Deadline 
October 15 at noon. Email:  
admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Pathways to Membership Class 
Dates: Wednesdays, 6-8pm in the 
Whitney Young Room Classroom: 
10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, and 
11/20. Have you ever considered          
becoming a member of First Unitarian 
Church or you're already a member, 
but want to learn more about what it 
means to be a Unitarian Universalist? 
In this class, we'll spend time learning 
about the history of UU and this 
church, and what it means to be a part 
of the community. See flyer on page 
16.  
 

Women’s Religious Studies            
Covenant Group 
Thursday, Oct. 17 at 1pm in the 
lounge. This group meets the 3rd 
Thursday of each month. Our book is 
On the Brink of Everything: Grace, 
Gravity, and Getting Old by Parker J 
Palmer. We welcome all self-identified 
women. If you’re interested, please 
contact Rae: raeb1@hotmail.com.   
 
WAYS TO HELP: 
YES Meal Prep 
Friday, Oct. 18 at 9am in the              
Kitchen. See page 13. 
 
Caregiver/Youth Middle School 
OWL Orientation  
Sunday, Oct. 20. See page 20.  
 
Sarah Joslyn Society Event 
Sunday, Oct. 20 at 5pm in the          
Common Room. This cocktail hour is 
to celebrate those who have left a          
bequest to the church in their wills. 
See page 13 for details.  
 
People's Film Festival 
Monday, Oct. 21 at 7pm in the             
Common Room. We will watch Silent 
Running (1972), which is a worthwhile 
science fiction social-political drama. 
Don't expect high action. Please          
remember to place it in its own time, 
the turbulent early 1970s.  
Go here for the Facebook event:  
https://www.facebook.com/
events/2329276670721873/  
 
Heart & Hand Auction  
Friday, Oct. 25, 6-9pm. Eat, party, 
shop! See pages 6 and 7 for more       
information.  
 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian  
Universalist Pagans) Event                         
Samhain: Boat Ride with Charon  
Sunday, Oct. 27 at 6:30pm in the  
Common Room. Travel across the  
River Styx with Charon to reach out to 
those long since passed. This time of 
year we’re encouraged to remember 
those no longer with us, and to visit 
with them. Please join us for a potluck 
and refreshments. 
 
 
 
 

Church Events  

mailto:nvcsuz@gmail.com?subject=%20
mailto:DRE@firstuuomaha.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/2309987462586223/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2309987462586223/
https://www.facebook.com/events/733326817119205/
https://www.facebook.com/events/733326817119205/
mailto:ksvortex@msn.com
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org?subject=NEWSLETTER
mailto:raeb1@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/2329276670721873/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2329276670721873/
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Book Club 
Monday, Oct. 28 at 7pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. We’ll discuss            
Becoming More Fully Human by              
William R. Murray.                              
Questions? Email Dave at                        
drichardson821@gmail.com. 

Recurring Events 
 
Women's Religious Studies Group  
This group meets every Thursday,          
except for the 3rd week of the month at 
1pm in the Merritt Lounge. Our new 
book is Misquoting Jesus by Bart D. 
Ehrman. If you're interested, 
please contact Linda Parker 
at lparkerlib@gmail.com.  
 
Dharma Chautauqua  
Every Thursday, 6pm to 7:30pm, in the 
Whitney Young Classroom. More info 
can be found online:  
dharmachautauqua.drycreekhost.net/.  
 
Bridge Group  
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 
month in the Conference Room at 
11:30am. If you’re a complete novice, 
join us to learn how to play this age-old 
game. It will boost your memory and 
your deductive reasoning skills. If 
you've played before, come for some 
entertainment and time at the game 
table. Questions? Contact Scott at 
scott.kemper@gmail.com.  
 
YRUU (Youth Group)  
Meets every Wednesday at 7pm in the 
Common Room from September to 
May. For more information, contact 
DRE@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
Choir Rehearsals  
Every Wednesday at 7pm in the  
Sanctuary from September to May.  
For more info, email:  
choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
Soul Matters Small Groups 
Various meeting dates. See here: 
www.firstuuomaha.org/soulmatters 
 
AHA Listening Circle 
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 
11:45am in the Merritt Lounge. In this 
group we will deepen our understand-
ing of our personal Atheist, Humanist, 
and Agnostic values through readings, 

listening and discussion which will 
help to enhance the Unitarian  
Universalist experience for those who 
attend. Please contact 
AHA@firstuuomaha.org with  
questions.  
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Teams Meeting 
Saturday, Nov. 2 at 9am in the  
Common Room. All team leaders and 
volunteers are invited to attend this 
meeting as we discuss the Annual       
Vision of Ministry. If you have an item 
for the agenda, please email 
MTC@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
Team Fair 
Sunday, November 3 during Coffee 
Hour. The team fair highlights all the 
ways members, friends, and visitors 
can get involved at First Unitarian 
Church. Be sure to stop by and check 
out how you can get involved! Are you 
a team leader and have questions?  
Contact the office at  
admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Beyond Categorical Thinking  
Workshop 
Saturday, Nov. 9 at 9am in the            
Common Room. This workshop is an 
important part of our ministerial search 
process. All are invited. See page 10 
for more information.  
 
AHA: Atheists, Humanists,               
Agnostics Group 
AHA will not meet in October. The 
next AHA meeting will be Thursday, 
November 14 at 7pm in the Common 
Room. Save the date!  
 
Transgender Day of Remembrance 
& Resilience (TDORR) 
Wednesday, Nov. 20 at 7pm in the 
Sanctuary. This program  is open to all 
ages and is free. See the flyer on               
page 17. 
 
Holiday Dinner—Save the Date!  
Saturday, Dec. 14 with social hour at 
5:30pm and dinner at 6:30pm.               
The dinner will be catered by Attitude 
on Food. More information will be 
available soon. The reservation form 
will be in the November newsletter.    
 

Will Brown 100th Year                      
Commemoration Events—Offsite 
 
The Commemoration Ceremony for 
Will Brown is Saturday, Sept. 28 at 
9am at the Douglas County Court, 
1701 Farnam St, Omaha. This event 
is the 100th year community  
remembrance ceremony honoring Will 
Brown. In 1919, Brown, an African-
American man falsely accused of a 
crime, was tortured, shot, and set on 
fire in front of the Douglas County 
Courthouse while thousands of             
spectators watched. Let us join together 
to honor Brown and encourage             
awareness, education, and public                       
reckoning with this part of our                      
community's history. A part of Farnam 
Street will be closed for this event, 
starting at 8am on Sept. 28. 
More info and registration link: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/remembrance-
of-will-brown-tickets-68800298545?
aff=eac2  
 
Will Brown Commemoration Race 
and Reconciliation Ecumenical  
Worship Service at Sister Church:   
Sunday,  Sept. 29 at 6pm at Clair 
Memorial United Methodist, 5544 
Ames Ave.  Will Brown was lynched 
100 years ago on this date. A reconcili-
ation paradigm is at the heart of faith. 
The reality of racial division is one of 
lament. May we seek healing. Join us 
for an ecumenical race and reconcilia-
tion worship service, followed by a 
time to enjoy fellowship afterwards.  
Go here for more information: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and
-reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-
service-tickets-71103290857  
 
 
 
See upcoming OTOC (Omaha  
Together One Community) events on 
page 12. 
 
See upcoming Sister Church events 
on page 12. 
 
See all the ways you can help at 
church on page 13.  

Church Events  

mailto:drichardson821@gmail.com
mailto:lparkerlib@gmail.com
dharmachautauqua.drycreekhost.net/
mailto:scott.kemper@gmail.com
mailto:DRE@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org
https://www.firstuuomaha.org/soulmatters
mailto:AHA@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:MTC@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org?subject=team%20fair%20%20team%20
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remembrance-of-will-brown-tickets-68800298545?aff=eac2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remembrance-of-will-brown-tickets-68800298545?aff=eac2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remembrance-of-will-brown-tickets-68800298545?aff=eac2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remembrance-of-will-brown-tickets-68800298545?aff=eac2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remembrance-of-will-brown-tickets-68800298545?aff=eac2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and-reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-service-tickets-71103290857
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and-reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-service-tickets-71103290857
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and-reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-service-tickets-71103290857
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No Bones About It – The Heart and Hand Auction Will Be An OSTEOBLAST! 

Friday, October 25th, 6-9 p.m. (at the church) is our Halloween Heart & Hand Auction! 
 

This is our major fall social event and FUNdraiser for the church operating budget.  The “heart” of the auction is 
when donors offer “seats” for sale for social activities through the year, or donate classy items to sell.  The “hand” 
is when donors offer their skills and time through lessons or help with projects. Many people attRIBute the Heart 
and Hand Auction to a party to remember, MAKE NO BONES ABOUT IT, it takes many volunteers to pull off 
this FIBULA-ous event! 
 
Join our SKELETON crew by volunteering at the Heart and Hand table located in the common room starting in 
September.   
 
Ponder JAW-dropping donations for the auction. What might Y OU offer to pep up our social lives, jump start a 
new hobby or tackle a project on that endless “to-do” list? As donations are received, they are posted to our on-line 
Auction Catalog.  Monitor it frequently for new postings, and for items for sale on-line before the auction!   
 
The auction party features delicious foods, a cash bar, door prizes, crazy costumes (for those so inclined), a room 
full of silent-auction delights, and a fun live auction.  Free childcare (by reservation) for infant-6th grade, with           
Halloween activities. 
 
The church budget requires FUNdraising Team to raise $15,000, most of which comes from the auction.  Past               
auctions have met or exceeded this goal. Join us to make this year’s auction equally successful in support of the 
church.   No BONES about it, the auction is the place to be!! 
 

For more auction information, go to: 
the auction flyer in this Flame (next page) 

 
the Auction Table in the Common Room 

 
visit the website www.firstuuomaha.org/handh 

 
email auction@firstuuomaha.org 

 
click the QR code below with your smartphone 

 
call Katrina (402-916-9741), Kathi (402-214-2718) or Sara (720-312-4854. 

 
See you October 25th! It will be a SPINE-tingling good time! See page 19 for more information! 

 

http://www.firstuuomaha.org/handh
mailto:auction@firstuuomaha.org
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mailto:auction@firstuuomaha.org?subject=auction%20
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A Note From Your Board President  
 
Hello everyone! One of our duties as your board is to produce our Annual Vision of Ministry, or the AVOM. 
This being an interim year and having many parts already moving with respect to doing our own internal work 
so that we are prepared for a new minister, the Board has decided to not make any major changes to last year’s 
AVOM so that we can focus on the internal work that must be done.  
 
Of course, we will continue to do our due diligence with respect to discernment for this year and next, which 
will for the first time include a mid-year congregational meeting in January (right now it looks like it will be 
on 1/19/20). We WILL be asking all of you to participate so that we can make sure that we are addressing all 
of your questions and working to meet your needs as our congregation, so please plan on attending this           
mid-year meeting so that you can offer your thoughts and input on our direction as a church. This will help us 
make adjustments to next year’s AVOM so that we continue to be agile with respect to the directions our  
community is going. 
 
I will keep my remarks short this month because I wanted you to have the current AVOM for reference, and 
here it is: 
 
Annual Vision of Ministry 2019-2020 
 
The Board of Trustees has determined that the following should be the most important focus areas to                                  

emphasize as we plan our work:   
 
Vision Area #1: Heritage - Our church must focus our attention on addressing our past and present conflicts 

while promoting our Unitarian Universalist values, respecting differences, and building beloved community. 
Additionally, as we transition to a new minister, our church will experience a type of grief that must be ad-
dressed and held as we become accustomed to a new normal. 

 
Vision Area #2: Leadership - Developing new leaders is essential to maintaining sustainable transitions and 
avoiding volunteer burnout. In the next year, our church will focus on identifying future leaders from among 

those with unique perspectives and passions, and from all generations. We will empower them by providing 
opportunities for leadership development and supporting voices from people in the margins. 
 

Vision Area #3: Mission - Our church will emphasize the practice of radical hospitality and take tangible 
steps to dismantle the systems of discrimination, oppression, and exclusion within the church, in the broader 
community, and in the world including, but not limited to, supremacy of the white monoculture, sexism,         

homophobia, and transphobia. 
 
Vision Area #4: Connection - This year, our church will work to build stronger connections with Second 

Unitarian Church of Omaha. We will utilize resources from the Unitarian Universalist Association more             
effectively. It will also be a priority that we work to rekindle our sister church relationship with Clair              
Memorial United Methodist Church. 
 

Vision Area #5: Future - As we continue the search for our next minister, our entire congregation must take 
the time and make the effort to deeply consider who we are to become as a church and what qualities and           

expertise our new minister should have to help us better live our values.  

— 

Thanks and peace to you and yours, 

Joseph Schaaf, President 2019/20 church year 
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“Mind the Gap” Campaign Wrapping Up Now 
Because we fell short of our 2019 Stewardship Goal, your leadership started the “Mind the Gap” Campaign in 
August. Thanks to the generosity of Barb Ross and the permission of her loved ones, we are able to make a 
matching contribution for every dollar amount pledged up to $25,000 to close the gap during our supplemental 
drive. The Stewardship Team wishes to acknowledge this fundraising blessing to our congregation and           
encourages everyone to take advantage of the matching gift from Barb Ross for the well-being of our beloved 
church. Be sure to get your picture taken on the Barb Ross Memorial Bench for the Stewardship Slide Show as 
we work to close the gap. The slideshow will be shown during Coffee Hour on Sunday, October 6th. 
Contact Mike McAtee for details about having your photo taken: mcateem@cox.net, 402-250-1206 after you 
make your pledge/increase your pledge. 
 

“Mind the Gap” Pledge Card 
Please fill out the form below and bring your completed card to church on Sunday or mail it to the church           
office. Or you can email your pledge or your increased pledge to stewardship@firstuuomaha.org. See 
www.firstuuomaha.org/stewardship for information about this campaign. Thank you for your generosity!  

        I haven’t made a pledge yet, but will now.  I pledge          for the church year.  $  

mailto:mcateem@cox.net
mailto:stewardship@firstuuomaha.org?subject=my%20pledge%20
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/stewardship
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BEYOND CATEGORICAL THINKING 
 

November 9 Workshop  
November 10 Sunday Service 
 

THINK OF A MINISTER. DON’T THINK OF AN ELEPHANT. 
 
Chances are, you thought of both. And distinct images perhaps came to mind. In terms of a minister, 
what images came to mind? Was it a person of a particular gender, race, or age? 
 
Beyond Categorical Thinking is a highly recommended part of the search process for our  
congregation. We don’t want to overlook or let biases keep us from knowing that a particular person 
would be the best match to serve as our next settled minister. 
 
Congregations sometimes assume that their ideal minister looks a certain way, and often ministers  
who are not white or male or heterosexual or able-bodied or of a particular age or class are  
discounted and seen as “less than” in some ways. 
 
Credentialed ministers in our faith who are People of Color, LGBTQ+, disabled, young, old, working 
class, etc. still face discrimination as part of the ministerial search process. 
 
In our efforts to find the best match, our congregation will host a Beyond Categorical Thinking  
Workshop from 9am to  Noon on Saturday, November 9 in the Common Room. Everyone  
in the congregation is strongly encouraged to attend!   
 
The workshop is designed to promote inclusive thinking and help prevent unfair discrimination in our 
search process. This is yet another way for us to live our values and improve the odds that regardless 
of identity, we will find the minister who is the best match for us and will serve us well. 
 
Rev. Keith Kron, Director of the Transitions Office for the Unitarian Universalist Association, will  
facilitate the workshop, and also meet with our search committee and lead the Sunday service on             
November 10.  
 
This workshop is a great opportunity for you to participate more fully in the search process. We will 
explore our hopes and concerns for a new minister, learn more about the search process, and see how 
our own history (both personal and congregational) might interfere with our efforts in this search. 

 
Please RSVP by Monday,  November 4 to the church office at 402-345-3439 or 
by email to the church office at admin@firstuuomaha.org.  
Need childcare? No problem, just let us know when you RSVP for the              
workshop.  
 
 
Submitted by the Ministerial Search Committee  

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
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Search Committee Cottage and Focus Group Meetings 
 
 

If you have answered the Minister Search Survey, THANK YOU! Recruiting the right person 
as our next minister is essential to our congregation’s future.  
 
Your next mission is to attend one of several “Cottage Meetings” and/or Focus Group           
discussions to capture your input about who we are as a congregation and what we need in our 
next minister. Focus groups have specific roles or experiences in the church, such as choir or 
parents, while Cottage Meetings are for all members and friends. Focus group discussions will 
be arranged separately through group leaders.                 
 
The following Cottage Meetings will happen in the Whitney Young Classroom (downstairs 
classroom next to the nursery). Childcare will be available for each session. 
 
Session dates: 
  
Wednesday, October 9 from 7pm to 8:30 pm 
 
Sunday, October 13 from 11:30am to 1:30pm (after church, light lunch provided) 
 
Saturday, October 19 from 1pm to 2:30pm 
 
Sunday, October 20 from 9am to 10:30am (before church) 
 
 
Have questions? Email searchcommittee@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
Be sure to check out our web page at: www.firstuuomaha.org/msc. 
 
Submitted by the Ministerial Search Committee  

mailto:searchcommittee@firstuuomaha.org?subject=Search%20Comm%20question
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/msc


  

 

SHARE THE PLATE 
Each month one-half of the loose currency 
collected in the offering plate is donated to 
a local cause that advances important        
principles of Unitarianism. 
Our Share the Plate recipient for                
October is Food Not Bombs:                           
Omaha Chapter. Food not Bombs        
Omaha has been sharing meals with the 
Omaha community for over 20 years. We 
stand against hunger and poverty, against 
waste and war. We work to overcome fear, 
hate, and dehumanization through a shared 
meal and an honest smile.  
For more information, go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
OmahaFNB/about/  
 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
Each week generous people put change in 
the collection plate. This change goes to 
the Sunday School kids who decide what to 
do with the money. In the past they have 
helped Community Meals and International 
Bridges for Justice. The kids are now  
donating this change to the Neighborhood 
Ministry Team, which purchases bus 
tickets and food cards and gives out  
blessing bags to people who come to the 
church door from our area. Your change 
makes a difference! Thank you for your  
generosity! 
 
 

OTOC (Omaha Together One 
Community) 
 

Three-Day Organizer Training 

You’re Invited!  
October 17-19 (Thursday evening through 
Saturday afternoon). Times: 
Thursday 6:30pm – 8:30pm,  
Friday 9am– 7pm, 
Saturday 9am – 12pm at  
First United Methodist Church, 7020 Cass 
Street. Register Here: https://
forms.gle/1RuXaxGfxU5iHdzv7                     
$50 fee to attend – Scholarships           
Available (Snacks, 2 Friday meals                        
included) 
 
Sixth Annual Poverty Forum on Public 
Transportation 
Saturday, November 2, 8am-12:30pm 
at First United Methodist Church, 7020 
Cass St. (Enter door 4 on East). Public 
transportation in Omaha, and a vision for 
its development in Omaha, along with a 

consumer panel sharing personal  
experiences with public transportation, and 
Senator Wayne addressing Nebraska’s  
legislation highlight the Forum.    
Everyone will have an opportunity to       
engage in discussion focused on a vision 
for public transportation in Omaha and 
identify actions we each can take to move 
us toward that vision. To register go 
here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-
transportation-forum-tickets-
65184962979?
aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete 
 
For more information about OTOC, please 
visit: www.otoc.org.  
 
 

SISTER CHURCH EVENTS 
We’re working to reconnect with our  
Omaha Sister Church, Clair Memorial 
United Methodist Church. These events 
below will take place at Clair Memorial 
Church. The address is 5544 Ames Ave., 
Omaha, NE 68104.  
 
Will Brown Commemoration Race and 
Reconciliation Ecumenical  Worship 
Service:   
Sunday,  Sept. 29 at 6pm. 
A reconciliation paradigm is at the heart of 
faith. The reality of racial division is one of 
lament. May we seek healing. Join us for 
an ecumenical race and reconciliation        
worship service, followed by a time to            
enjoy fellowship afterwards.  
Go here for more information: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and-
reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-service-
tickets-71103290857  
 
First Friday Fish Fry: Happens the 1st 
Friday of each month. Times: 11am to 2pm 
and 4-7pm. Cost: $12 donation includes 
fried catfish, homemade lemon cake and 
your choice of sides. For more      
 information, call Brenda at  402-571-5234.  
 
Monthly Food Pantry: Happens the 3rd 
Saturday of each month from 10am to 2pm. 
October date: Saturday, October 17. 
 
Harvest Festival (Trunk & 
Treat): Thursday, October 31 at 5:30pm  
 
Contact the Clair Memorial Church office 
with any questions about these events:    
402-451-8322.  
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KIOS Bundled  
Donations  
 

Each October, First Unitarian  
members and friends are asked to 
bundle their contributions to KIOS, 
Omaha Public Radio, offering  
intelligent, timely, stimulating,  
articulate and often humorous        
programming at 91.5 FM. 
 
This is a win-win proposition for 
you. It supports the outstanding  
programming on KIOS and is a  
terrific public relations vehicle for 
the Church. Last year, the bundling 
campaign raised $3,370 for  
KIOS for which First Unitarian 
Church was acknowledged as a  
program underwriter 133 times on 
programs such as Morning Edition,  
weekdays from 4 to 9am. All 
Things Considered, weekdays from  
3 to 5:30pm. Wait, Wait...Don’t 
Tell Me, Saturdays, 10 to 11am.  
and Live from Here, Saturdays, 5 to 
7pm. 
 
Please place your check made out 
to First Unitarian Church in the   
offering plate and write KIOS on 
the memo line, or mail the check to 
the church office, or give the check 
to Lois Norris. Donations will be 
collected during the month of      
October. 
 
Questions? Contact the church      
office at admin@firstuuomaha.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/OmahaFNB/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OmahaFNB/about/
https://forms.gle/1RuXaxGfxU5iHdzv7
https://forms.gle/1RuXaxGfxU5iHdzv7
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-transportation-forum-tickets-65184962979?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-transportation-forum-tickets-65184962979?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-transportation-forum-tickets-65184962979?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-transportation-forum-tickets-65184962979?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
http://www.otoc.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and-reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-service-tickets-71103290857
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and-reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-service-tickets-71103290857
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/race-and-reconciliation-ecumenical-worship-service-tickets-71103290857
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
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Ways You Can Get Involved   
 
Meal Train for Church Member    
Church member Klyde was recently hospitalized for 
some persistent medical issues. He's home now, but 
is still recovering and isn't feeling up to cooking. 
Any help is greatly appreciated! A meal train has 
been created. Go here to signup: https://
www.mealtrain.com/trains/v92erg . Thank you!  
 
Blessing Bags Project 2019—Date: 10/11 
Each year the church collects items to create             
Blessing Bags. Please see the flyer on page 21. 
Donations need to be to the church office by 10/7 at 
the latest. Please email the church office if you plan 
to donate or if you have questions:  
admin@firstuuomaha.org.  
 
YES Meal Prep: Volunteers  
Friday, Oct. 18 at 9am in the Kitchen. 
Help Kim prepare a meal for the YES Shelter.               
Donated desserts are always welcomed!  
Every month Kim and her team prepare a meal for 
Youth Emergency Services (YES). See this website 
for more info: www.yesomaha.org. Want to help 
Kim? Email kjcallaghan@hotmail.com.  
 
Seeking Childcare Staff for Evening/Weekend 
Events 
It's very important to the church to offer childcare 
for events to enable the participation of parents in 
all activities of the church. Our current childcare 
employees are predominantly college students, who 
tend to go on breaks at the same time. We're seeking 
1-2 additional employees to provide care for             
occasional events (estimated time commitment 4-10 
hrs/month). Employees can be part of our congrega-
tion or unaffiliated. Please share this job posting 
with any suitable candidates. Requirements: at least 
16 years old, prior childcare experience, references, 
must pass background check. For more details,      
contact Christina at dre@firstuuomaha.org or  
402-285-4349.  
 
Call for Photos!  
Like to take pictures? If you capture a great photo at 
church, please send your photo to the church office 
at admin@firstuuomaha.org. We are always looking 
for new photos we can share in our newsletter, on 
the church website and social media. Thank you!  

Sarah Joslyn Society Event                      
Happening in October 
By Deb Duggan 

 
Some 15 years ago (2004), the Sarah Joslyn Society was 
born, the brain child of Dixie Lemon. As the legend goes,  
Dixie was a newly coerced (her words) member of the First 
U finance committee. At her first meeting, Bill Ross              
mentioned the Capital Trust Fund, which grows from               
investments and from donations and bequests. At that time, 
it had about $312,000, which didn't impress Dixie as an 
enormous cushion upon which the church could rest. Being 
her inquisitive self, she asked Bill if anyone had tried to         
encourage members and friends to consider it in their estate       
planning. His succinct answer was “No, do you want to do 
that?" And thus the Sarah Joslyn Society came into being,  
named after an early and famous benefactress. 
 
Over the ensuing years Dixie's gentle prods, witty articles 
and pithy sayings ("You'll never miss the money!") have 
helped the membership grow from 32 original members to 
more than 75 who have named the church in their estate 
planning. And that $312,000 has more than doubled, thanks 
to those who have chosen to "plant a tree so that others 
might enjoy the shade." SJS Society members receive a 
beautiful plaque made from an original slate tile from the 
church roof which was procured by Dean Christensen and 
painted by Sandi Bruns. We also gather in the fall to           
celebrate our current members and welcome our new ones. 
This fun event, a cocktail reception, is fast approaching.  
We'll meet in the Common Room at 5pm on Sunday,             
October 20th. Won't you consider joining us as a new          
member of the Sarah Joslyn Society? Give Deb Duggan a 
call at 402-553-5477. She'll fill you in on all the particulars 
(the easiest club you'll ever join!). 

https://www.firstuuomaha.org/help
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/v92erg
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/v92erg
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.yesomaha.org/
mailto:kjcallaghan@hotmail.com
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org?subject=Childcare%20Job%5D
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
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Library Lady  
By Linda Parker 

 
October is a month of tricks and treats. I like to focus on the treats! And what better treat than to read! One of my 
joys (aka treats) is to be a part of two book clubs at First Unitarian Church. These book groups have led me to 
books I may never have encountered on my own. Several of my favorite topics have included Buddhism,   
climate justice, Catholic social teaching, social justice, and historical Christianity. We have read books which 
have allowed us to delve more deeply into philosophy, the joys of aging, white privilege, and Native American 
spirituality.   
 
Our church library and archives are undergoing changes from dusting those “dirty old books” to organizing the 
archives for easier access. One goal for the book collection is to acquire new titles to stimulate the minds and 
hearts of readers and to reflect better the multiple ways people live their religious lives. Please treat me with   
suggestions for titles to add to our library which reflect your religious quests. 
 
My thanks to Evelyn Whitehill for posting this quote on Facebook: 

It’s funny that we think of libraries as quiet demure places where we are shushed by dusty, bun-balancing, 
bespectacled women. The truth is libraries are raucous clubhouses for free speech, controversy, and   
community. Librarians have stood up to the Patriot Act, sat down with noisy toddlers, and reached out to 
illiterate adults. Libraries can never be shushed. – Paula Poundstone 
 

Please join me at the UU raucous clubhouse during Sunday morning coffee hour. You never know what treat you 
may find! 
 
 
 

Local Author Forum at Douglas County Historical Society  
 
The Local Author Forum will be held on Sunday, November 17 from 2pm to 4pm at the Douglas County           
Historical Society located on the Metro Campus, Fort Omaha, in Building 11B. The address is 5730 N 30th St. 
#11B, Omaha, NE 68111. Our very own Dave Richardson will be there selling copies of our 2018 church history 
book, Pillars & Dreams. For more information, visit www.douglascohistory.org/  
 
 
 
 

Re-Membering: What Being a Member Means to Me 
By Carol Ramsey 
 
I joined in 1984 after attending for a few months. I just fell in love with the church, the beauty of the sanctuary,                    
Rev. Ron Knapp’s sermons, and the wonderful readings of poems.   
 
I was especially drawn to the people in the congregation who were warm and friendly and who shared my values 
and interest in social justice issues.  
 
I wanted to make a commitment to the church and became a member. I felt a greater sense of belonging and also           
ownership in the decision-making.  
 
Note: The Membership Team asked church members to share briefly what church membership means to them. As 
these stories come in, we will share them in the monthly newsletter. Interested in sharing what membership 
means to you? Please email Carrie, Membership Coordinator, at coordinator@firstuuomaha.org.  
 

http://www.douglascohistory.org/
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
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Religious Education Update 
Christina Strong, Lifespan Director of Religious Education 

 

What keeps bringing you back to First U? This is the question our middle and high 
school group has been asking members of our congregation as they gather material for 
the promotional video they’re creating for the church. Answers given by interviewees 
include inspiration, a feeling of community, opportunities for service, and lifelong 
learning. These are all among my own goals in crafting our RE program, for both     
children and adults, with the understanding that all of these things may come in          
different forms for different people. Part of my lifelong education is to continue           
learning from our sources and about our resources, within the UUA and beyond, to 
bring content to our RE program that will support these goals. I am always open to  
suggestions if there are specific programs or topics you’d like me to consider making part of the RE program. 
 
September was a big month of beginning our fall programming, and we will continue this energy into October. 
 
Highlights:  
 
· Cakes for the Queen of Heaven began with sixteen registered participants, and will continue over the next two 
months.  
 
· YRUU began meeting mid-September and the youth have chosen Social Justice as their focus for the 2019-
2020 year.  
 
· The middle/high school Sunday morning group will continue working on their video production, alternating  
Sundays with the Popcorn Theology UU curriculum beginning October 6th.  
 
· At the end of September I’m off to Michigan to be trained as a facilitator for the middle and high school OWL 
(Our Whole Lives) program (thank you to the Women’s Alliance for making this possible. I wouldn’t be able to 
offer this program this year without your support!). 
 
· I’m happy to announce that Middle School OWL will begin this month with a Caregiver/Youth OWL                          
Orientation on October 20th at 12:30pm in the Sanctuary. For more information, go to page 20.  
 
· Classes began this month for our Elementary OWL partnership with Second Unitarian and will continue 
through November (if you missed the chance to enroll and would like the parent materials to help you provide 
this education at home, please contact me at dre@firstuuomaha.org).  
 
· Our K-5th class began their 2019-20 program this month with fifteen attendees on Sept 15th!        
 
· In the nursery, our toddlers began learning that they are Chalice Children, with new circle time lessons and          
rituals intended to form the foundation of their UU identity. 
 
· A bonfire potluck at the Bellevue Berry Farm is planned for Saturday, Oct. 12. See page 20 for the details.    
 
Throughout the next month I will be working to put together a Religious Education Team to partner with me in        
guiding the program and help me brainstorm solutions to the questions that keep me up at night, like... “How do 
you lesson plan for a growing K-5th class that is 40% kindergarteners?” :) This team will also be vital for            
helping me plan and carry out some larger projects throughout the year, such as a “Mystery Friends”                     
intergenerational pen-pal program I am hoping to offer this winter, and the children’s day camp next summer.  
I envision this team meeting every other month, more or less as needed, with more frequent email contact for 
feedback and support. Please email me if you are interested in joining me in this work.  
Email: dre@firstuuomaha.org.  
  

mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org)
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
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IMPORTANT TEAM LEADER INFORMATION 
 
Part 1: How Do I Get Something Approved at Church? 
 
 
Our church has new leaders and members which is great! We want to be sure you have the information you need.  

 
Did you know that:  New church teams, church activities, church events and church budget              
requests go through the Ministry Team Council (MTC) for approval? 
 
The MTC meets once a month at church and currently your MTC members are Amy Lucas, Sarah Monaghan,                  
Sharon Piehler (president-elect) and Rev. Michelle. The MTC is the day-to-day operating team of the church.  
 

Have a new church team or event or budget request? 
 
Go here for the forms:  www.firstuuomaha.org/forms   (Yes, you can fill out the form on the website!)  
 
The online finished form will be sent to the church office. If you decide to complete the form offline, you will need 
to mail or email the form to the church office.   
 
Once your form is received, you will be contacted by the church office to verify it was received.  
 
You may be asked to respond to questions via email or you may be asked to attend the next MTC meeting.   
 
Direct Links to forms on church website: 
Building Reservation Form link: www.firstuuomaha.org/reservation  
New Team/Event Form link: www.firstuuomaha.org/newteamform  
New Budget Request Form link: www.firstuuomaha.org/budgetform  
 
 
If you have any questions about the forms, the approval process, or the MTC, please email the church office 
at admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
 
 

Part 2: How Do I Handle Fundraising at Church?  
 
We have a form for that! On the Fundraising Proposal form, you will be asked questions about how event fits into          
the church mission and the Annual Vision of Ministry (see page 8 for information about this year’s Annual Vision         
of Ministry) and what your financial goal is. If there are no concerns from the Fundraising Team, the Fundraising 
Team will approve the proposal and get in touch with you. The Ministry Team Council (MTC) and Minister will 
be informed, with a deadline to respond if they have any questions.  If there are concerns, your fundraising proposal 
will be forwarded to MTC for discussion and a decision. The MTC will inform the Fundraising Team and those       
proposing  the fundraiser of its decision. Please send completed Fundraising Proposal Forms 
to DonnaUU@gmail.com.  

 

Go here for the Fundraising Proposal Form (which is posted as a Word Document for easy use): 
www.firstuuomaha.org/forms. 

 

If you need paper copies of any forms, please contact the church office: admin@firstuuomaha.org.  

http://www.firstuuomaha.org/forms
https://www.firstuuomaha.org/reservation
https://www.firstuuomaha.org/newteamform
https://www.firstuuomaha.org/budgetform
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/forms
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
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The auction team would like to announce the return of Kate Wiig as our auction emcee and auctioneer for 
2019! (Original lyrics to Return of the Mack by Mark Morrison ) 
 
OH, OH, COME ON, OH YEAH 
 
WELL WE TRIED TO GET YOU (YES WE DID) – to emcee the heart and hand auction 
 
BUT I GUESS YOU NEEDED TO THINK IT THROUGH – which makes sense, there’s family things to do 
 
AND AS THE STORY GOES – as it does every year 
 
KATE, NOW WE HAVE YOU, LET’S GO – Kate Wiig 2.0!!! 
 
CAUSE WE KNEW FROM THE START – that we wanted you and your talents 
 
WE WANTED YOU TO PLAY THE PART – of auctioneer-extraordinaire  
 
THAT WE NEEDED YOU TO SHOW THAT WE WERE REAL – ly interested in your humor and sass 
 
YOU SAID YES, TO ALL THOSE NAGGING TIMES WE SAID HELLO – so many times we nagged you 
 
YOU SAID YES, TO ALL THE TIMES WE TRIED AND TRIED AGAIN – and we thank you for saying yes 
 
YOU SAID YES, EVEN THOUGH YOU HAD TO THINK IT THROUGH – which we get, it’s a huge com-
mitment 
 
YOU SAID YES, YES WE SMILED, YES WE CHEERED – oh boy did we smile and cheer  
 
RETURN OF THE WIIG, THAT’S WHAT THIS IS – she’s back to up the bids 
 
RETURN OF THE WIIG, COME ON  
 
RETURN OF THE WIIG, OMG – we didn’t think we would snag her so quickly 
 
RETURN OF THE WIIG, ONCE AGAIN (hip hip hooray) 
 
RETURN OF THE WIIG, TO PUMP UP THE CHURCH – and up your bids 
 
RETURN OF THE WIIG, WATCH HER GO – help us raise $15,000 
 
SHE WILL BE BACK, AND HERE WE GO!  
 
Join us at the Auction on October 25th. See pages 6-7 for all the details.  
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Are There Nuts in This? (We are talking about food, not members of the congregation.)  
By Evy Rosser, Vegan, and Linda Parker, Omnivore (reprinted from the Sept. 2017 Flame) 
 
Our First Principle emphasizes the inherent worth and dignity of every person. This principle applies to everything we do,  
including the food we serve at church events.  
 
Let’s examine two examples that involved safety issues that happened a few years ago at church. In one incident, a child with 
allergies ate unlabeled food. The child had a severe reaction requiring hospitalization. The church was liable for the incident. In 
another incident, a dessert was served at a church event. The food was properly labeled when it was first served. The leftover 
item was properly stored and served later at coffee hour. However, the food information label was not present when the dessert 
was served again. A person with allergies consumed the food and had a reaction.  
 
The above examples describe serious safety issues. But there are also serious issues regarding respect for food  choices/lifestyles 
of vegetarian/vegan individuals. Are we truly respecting the needs of vegetarians and vegans who are part of our church  
community?  
 
In years past, we observed a pattern of marginalization of non-meat eaters. To illustrate, at a  past annual meeting, there was a 
concerted effort to provide delicious vegan food in sufficient quantities for the attendees who do not eat meat. The food was  
labeled to indicate the vegan choices. Unfortunately, most vegans were not able to enjoy the food made specifically for them 
because many non-vegans ate the designated food. In addition, vegans/vegetarians frequently choose not to attend events  
because they have learned that their food needs will not be met. These are just two examples of the pattern. Thankfully, things 
have improved and more events are offering vegan options and people are labeling food, but we want to share this as a reminder.  
 
We offer a few thoughts by an omnivore and a vegan to make sure allergies and food preferences are respected:  
 

In the interest of safety, label all food items with their ingredients. This step is important because allergy triggers are not            
always obvious in the name of the dish.  

Make sure that labels remain with leftovers. If the item has no label, it should not be served.  
Just as we have separate tables for desserts, salads, and drinks, have a separate table for vegetarian/vegan food. Clearly label 

the table as vegetarian/vegan. Vegetarian/vegan food is so delicious that it appeals to everyone;  
however, let’s give the vegetarian/vegan eaters sufficient time to make their choices before others start to sample items from               
the table. Keep in mind that many vegetarians/vegans may not be able to get in line immediately because they have church                      
responsibilities to complete before being free to begin eating.  
 
Let’s operationalize our Mission and Vision statements:  

Fostering the Whole Person, Compassion, and Justice  
An inclusive Community that Listens, Engages, Inspires, and Acts    

 
 
 

Offsite Event: Potluck at Bellevue Berry Farm! October 12th, 12-4pm 
It’s pumpkin season at the Berry Farm! Join us at noon on Saturday, October 12 for a bonfire potluck, hayride, and pumpkin 
patch activities at Bellevue Berry Farm (1101 S 48th St, Bellevue). We will provide beef and veggie hot dogs, buns, and ketchup 
and mustard. Please bring a side dish to share if you are able, and your own (non-alcohol) beverages. 
Cost: $10/person (kids under 2 years old are free). Please bring cash with you for admission.  
 
If you need assistance with the entrance fee, please email dre@firstuuomaha.org — we do not want anyone excluded from this 
event. 
 
 

Middle School OWL Begins Oct 20th! 
Our Whole Lives is a comprehensive, lifespan sexuality curricula. Middle School OWL will begin with a required caregiver/
child orientation on Sunday, Oct. 20 at 12:30pm in the Sanctuary. We expect that classes will run from 12:30pm to 3pm on most 
Sunday afternoons, from mid-Oct 2019 through mid-May 2020; the schedule will be finalized in cooperation with families and 
volunteers following the orientation. Contact Christina (dre@firstuuomaha.org) with any questions. 
 
 
 

mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org?subject=OWL
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Meet Our Leaders 

 

Interim Minister 
Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
minister@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Lifespan Director  
of Religious Education 
Christina Strong 
dre@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Carrie Helmberger 
coordinator@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Church Administrator 
Catharine Dixon 
admin@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Sanctuary Singers Director 
William Miller  
choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org  
 
Organist 
Pat Will 
 
Sanctuary Singers Accompanist 
J. Gawf  
 
EMR Director 
Stan Harper 
 
Minister Emeriti 
Ronald Knapp 
Frank Rivas 
 
Affiliated Community Minister 
Rev. Dr. Sarah Voss 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
Andrea Laudi  
childcare@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Custodian 
Bobby Medrano 
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Amy Lucas, Sarah Monaghan, Sharon Piehler, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
Email:  mtc@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Nominating Committee: Nellie Chenoweth, Kate Godfrey, Mike McAtee,                             
Carolyn McNamara, Kathi Oliver  
 
Right Relations Committee: Della Bynum, Carol Cronin, Deb McAtee, Sarah Voss 
 
Transition Team: Kathy Alexander , Skip Ciulla, Carol Cronin, Kay Lynn Goldner ,                  
John Hruska, Marcia Leise, Klyde Warren  
 
Ministerial Search Committee: Diana Byrd, Kim Dunovan, Jessica Eman,                 
Kate Godfrey, Mark Loscutoff, Lita Magisana, Dave Richardson, Klyde Warren 
 
Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 
AHA—Sheri Conner  
Archives/Library—Linda Parker 
Auction Team-- Kathi Oliver, Katrina Schmidt, & Sara Switzer   
Baby Welcoming Team—Katrina Schmidt, & Sara Switzer  
Black Lives Matter—Rene Harper   
Caring—Louise Jeffrey     
Chalice Guild—Kay Lynn Goldner 
CUUPS—Steve Switzer  
Early Morning Risers—Mary Kay Peters & Lloyd Olson 
Fellowship Team—Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth 
Finance Team—Walt Jesteadt  
Garden—Sharon Conlon  
Governance—Peg Pidgeon, Ben Wallace, Maria Wallace  
Fundraising Team—Donna Neff  
Hospitality Teams—Carolyn McNamara 
House and Grounds Team—open  
Listening Circles—Katrina Schmidt  
Membership Team—Mike McAtee   
Midtown Helping Hands—open 
Office Team—Carolyn McNamara  
Omaha Together One Community—Laurie Gift  
Partner Church Team—Dave Olson  
Recycling Coordinator—Roman Noriega  
Right Relations—Nadine Keith 
Social Justice Coordinator—Sharon Conlon  
Soul Matters—Michael McAtee 
Stewardship Team—Mary Kay Peters & Mike McAtee  
Wayside Pulpiteer—Kim Dunovan   
Women’s Alliance—Catherine Plumlee  
Worship Arts Team—Mary Thomas 
Young Adult Group—open  
YRUU—Taylor Eman & Ben Stallings  

 

 
First Unitarian Church of Omaha 

www.firstuuomaha.org 
402-345-3039 

Social Media & First U 
 
Find our public Facebook page 
here:  
www.facebook.com/
firstuuomaha/ 
 
Find us on Twitter here: 
@FirstUUOmaha 
 
Be sure to like the church and 
follow us!  

mailto:minister@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:childcare@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:board@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:mtc@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org
https://www.facebook.com/firstuuomaha/
https://www.facebook.com/firstuuomaha/
https://twitter.com/firstuuomaha
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Church Events  

Leadership Talk Back 
Sunday, Sept. 29 at 11:30am in the 
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
Cottage Meetings by the Search            
Committee 
Various dates in October. See page 11. 
 
KIOS Bundled Donation Campaign  
Runs the month of October. Please see  
page 12.  
 
Compassionate Communication Group  
Tuesdays, Oct. 1 and 15 at 7pm in the 
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
Cakes for the Queen of Heaven— 
Five-Session Class (RSVP required) 
Dates: Thursdays, Oct. 3 and Oct. 17. 
See page 4.  
 
CommUUnity Night  
Friday, Oct. 4 at 5:30pm in the  
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, Oct. 5 at 4pm. 
 
Stewardship UnEvent:  
Thank You Slideshow 
Sunday, Oct. 6 during Coffee Hour in 
the Common Room. See page 9. 
 
Omaha Polyamory Discussion Group 
Sunday, Oct. 6 at 6:30pm in 
the Common Room. See page 4. 
 
People's Film Festival 
Monday, Oct. 7 at 7pm in the  
Common Room. See page 4.  
 
Board Meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 6pm in the              
Common Room.  
 
3F Book Bonanza Group 
Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 7pm in the                
Merritt Lounge. See page 4. 
 
MTC Meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 10 at 6pm in the Merritt 
Lounge.  
 
Blessing Bag Day 
Friday, Oct. 11 in the Common Room. 
Donations due by 10/7. See page 21.  
 
Offsite Potluck at Berry Farm! 
Saturday, Oct. 12, 12-4pm, at Bellevue 
Berry Farm. See page 20. 
 

The Flame Newsletter Deadline 
October 15 at noon.  
 
Pathways to Membership Class 
Wednesdays: October 16—November 
20 at 6pm-8pm in the Whitney Young 
Room. See page 16 for more  
information. 
 
Women’s Religious Studies            
Covenant Group 
Thursday, Oct. 17 at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. See page 4. 
 
Leadership Talk Back 
Sunday, Oct. 15 at 11:30am in the 
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
WAYS TO HELP: Yes Meal Prep 
Monday, Oct. 18 at 9am in the              
kitchen. See page 13. 
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, Oct. 19 at 4pm. 
 
Caregiver/Youth Middle School 
OWL Orientation  
Sunday, Oct. 20 at 12:30pm in the 
Sanctuary. See page 15.  
 
Sarah Joslyn Society Event 
Sunday, Oct. 20 at 5pm in the Common 
Room. See page 13 for details.  
. 
People’s Film Festival 
Monday, Oct. 21 at 7pm in the  
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
Heart & Hand Auction  
Friday, Oct. 25 at 6pm. See pages 6 
and 7 for more information.  
 
CUUPS Samhain 
Sunday, Oct. 27 at 6:30pm in the           
Common Room. See page 4. 
 
Book Club 
Monday, Oct. 28 at 7pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. See page 4.  
 
OTOC & Sister Church Events 
See page 12 for a list of upcoming 
events.  
 
 
Recurring Events… 
  
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month. See page 5.   
 

AHA Listening Circle 
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month.  
See page 5. 
 
YRUU (Youth Group) Meetings 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Common 
Room. September to May. See page 5. 
 
Choir Rehearsals 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 
See page 5.  
 
Women’s Religious Studies Group  
Meets most Thursdays at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. See page 5.  
 
Dharma Chautauqua   
Every Thursday, 6pm to 7:30pm in the 
Whitney Young Classroom. See page 5..  
  
Soul Matters Small Groups 
Various meeting dates. See here: 
www.firstuuomaha.org/soulmatters 
 
 
Future Events…  
 
Teams Meeting 
Saturday, Nov. 2 at 9am in the  
Common Room. See page 5. 
 
Team Fair 
Sunday, November 3 during Coffee 
Hour. See page 5. 
 
Beyond Categorical Thinking   
Workshop 
Saturday, Nov. 9 at 9am in the            
Common Room. See page 10. 
 
Women’s Alliance  
We will not meet in October. Save  
Monday, Nov. 11 for our next meeting. 
 
AHA: Atheists, Humanists,               
Agnostics Event 
Thursday, Nov. 14 at 7pm in the     
Common Room. More info next month.  
 
Transgender Day of Remembrance 
& Resilience  
Wednesday, Nov. 20 at 7pm in the 
Sanctuary. See page 17. 
 
Holiday Dinner—Save the Date!  
Saturday, Dec. 14 with social hour at 
5:30pm and dinner at 6:30pm.               
The reservation form will be in the  
November newsletter. 
 
  

https://www.firstuuomaha.org/soulmatters


  

 

 
 
 
 
 

First Unitarian Church of Omaha 
3114 Harney St.    
Omaha, NE 68131 

www.firstuuomaha.org  

See pages 6 & 7 in this newsletter for more info!  


